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Dear Faith Family,  

 

This week, I’d like to share a very thoughtful letter we 

received from our Conference Minister, Rev. Dr. 

Carrie Call, concerning last month’s Supreme Court 

decision on Roe v. Wade.  Additionally, following the 

letter, you will see my response to her. 

 

While the letter was written to all 180+ congregations 

across 20 counties, it felt as though it was directly 

written to us (or at least that’s how I feel).  I know, 

deep in my being, that there are people in the pews at 

Saint Paul’s with very differing views for very 

different reasons.  There are medical professionals 

who lovingly see things differently than others 

because of their God-given knowledge and 

experience.  There are others who see things from the 

perspective of a loving parent or grandparent.  My 

faith calls me to respect each person first and foremost 

individually.  And my heart for leadership calls me to 

a place of finding commonality deeper than any issue, 

commonality in love and grace for one another as we 

open ourselves up to learn and grow together.  

  

With that said, I will share with you Rev. Dr. Call’s 

letter and my response.  May you receive it with the 

spirit of love, grace, and appreciation with which it 

was sent, as we seek Holy guidance in all situations.   

 

Peace, Pastor Tim 

 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
At the end of June, the Supreme Court issued a 
ruling that overturned the Roe v. Wade decision of 
1973 that guaranteed the right of a woman to 
choose to terminate a pregnancy. Following the 
ruling, Justice Alito reflected that abortion 
"presents a profound moral issue on which 
Americans hold sharply conflicting views."  
 

This decision impacts American Christians in 
different ways. Some Christians are joining in 
lament of the loss of a woman's right to decide 
regarding her own body.  Other Christians are 
encouraged by a decision that protects developing 
human life.  Both sides believe that their position 
provides protection of some kind for the most 
vulnerable among us.  And both groups believe 
they are responding faithfully, in their own way, to 
the call to protect human life. 
 
My position in this letter is a pragmatic one. The 
Penn Central Conference includes faithful people 
with different views on abortion and its legality.  
The UCC Synod has passed resolutions over the 
years supporting reproductive rights.  However, 
these resolutions do not reflect the values and 
beliefs of everyone in the UCC. I am fully aware of 
our diversity on this issue, and I hold it gently.  We 
are a broad tent, and I am challenged by and 
grateful for that.  My prayer is that, as you talk with 
one another in the church or the parking lot, you 
will interact first based on unity in Christ and not 
on our differences. 
 
The way of a disciple of Jesus is difficult. We are 
called to love our neighbor as ourselves, 
regardless of political or religious views. We must 
call on the power of the Holy Spirit to enable us to 
remain in a place of love, listening, and respect 
while engaging emotionally charged issues. I urge 
us to practice humility when we differ and 
especially when we are convinced our position is 
the only correct one. As Paul says to the church in 
Galatia, "be careful that if you bite and devour one 
another you do not consume each other" 
(Galatians 5:15). 
 
I pray that given the depth and volatility of 
divisions in our country right now, we in the PCC 
will continue to demonstrate the courageous way 
of love and remain one body "in the bond of peace." 
  
Peace, 
Carrie 
 
Rev. Dr. Carrie Call 
Conference Minister 
Penn Central Conference 
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Chris & Jen Arnold Freta Leech 
Polly Barrall Brenda Lepley 
Linda Beaver Katy Mahon 
Dick Beck Mike McCollum 
Jerry Deweese Kasey Milheim 
Gail Earnest Cindy Mohr 
Greyson Greenawalt Sherry Santos 
Nancy Hunsinger Glenda & Jon Skarie 
Kiana Kautz Wayne & Nancy Stahl 
Tina Keiser Nancy Stahlnecker 
Priscilla & Tom Lanks Wynn-Haven Family 

 
Prayer requests are updated weekly from our 

Prayers & Love Facebook page and phone calls. 
 
 
 

 

We continue to collect gas cards to Sheetz and 

Sunoco, as it supports members and friends in the 

community who may need a helping hand.  Drop 

in the offering plate on Sunday morning or in the 

church office throughout the week. 

Opportunities to volunteer and serve: 

Fresh Express Food Distribution 

Thursday, July 28, August 11   1-5 p.m. 

(Info Contact:  Earl Fisher, Al Henry, Beth Vincent) 

 

Sharing Our Tables Community Meal 

Saturday, August 27 from 4 to 5 p.m.   

(Info Contact:  Shelley Sholley, Floyd Merritt) 

 

Knitting/Crocheting Ministry Group 

The knitting and crochet group is taking the rest of 

the summer off and will return in the fall. If you need 

a summer project, we're making baby blankets (24x36 

or your favorite size) to include in the holiday gift 

boxes for any children 12 months or younger on our 

list from the Donald Heiter Center. Finished blankets 

can be dropped off at the church office.  

(Info Contact:  Rhonda Newton) 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 2022 is just 10 days away!  

Monday, August 1, to Friday, August 5, from 5:15 

to 7:15 each evening.  Children ages 3 to Grade 5 

completion will have a fun-filled week of food (a 

light dinner served each night), music, lessons, 

crafts, and activities centered around the theme 

“ReNew—The Green VBS” to grow in faith, have 

fun, and change the world—exploring God’s Word 

through Jesus’ Parable of the Sower.  The children 

will: 

• Learn about God’s creation and what we can 

do to care for it. 

• Grow in our faith. 

• Change the world. 

• Make new friends and have a great time!  

To sign your child / children up for VBS, click to 

https://tinyurl.com/spuccvbs 

Our VBS Leaders are all vetted with clearances and 

have experience in children’s ministry and 

leadership and include:  Colleen Franciscus, 

Director; Shelley Peterson, Music Leader; Activity 

Leader(s), TBA; Diane Bettleyon, Dinner 

and Snack Leader.  Additional volunteers 

are needed. Scan the QR code or click: 

https://tinyurl.com/44776xx8 

Would You Join Us in Praying For… 

Exploration News & Opportunities 

Mission News & Opportunities 

https://tinyurl.com/spuccvbs
https://tinyurl.com/44776xx8


 

 Here’s some crazy people from VBS 2021.  Won’t you 

join us in creating a “crazy people” picture in 2022. 

 

Confirmation 2022-2023 – Begins on our “Kick Off” 

Sunday here at Saint Paul’s, on September 11, 

beginning at 5 p.m.  A class covenant and 

guidelines will be established by the class, at the 

first gathering on September 11, at which time we 

will also, consider weekly start times.  The class 

runs for 32 weeks total ending on May 21, 2023.  

Confirmation Sunday is Pentecost, May 28, 2023.   

Not all confirmation gatherings will be on Sundays.  

Areas of Study include: 

“Holy Envy – Finding God in the Faith of Others” 

– 13 Weeks of Exploration of major faith beliefs in 

the world. The following explorations will be 

interactive with a guest speaker: 

Explore Judaism - Visit a Synagogue and meet with 

a Rabi 

Explore Muslim Faith – Visit a Mosque and speak 

with an Imam 

Explore Unitarian Universalist / “Nones,” meet 

with a Priestess 

Explore Buddhism – Speak with a Buddhist Monk  

Explore Catholicism – Meet with a Catholic Priest 

“The Chosen” – Interactive 12-week study 

Exploring our Faith – 4 weeks  

Explore Christianity – Meet with a Chaplain 

(covering different protestant faith beliefs) 

Community Outreach and Mission 

Opportunities, i.e. Habitat for Humanity, Soup 

Kitchen/ Community Meal, Fresh Express, Central 

Oak Heights work-day, etc. 

Assist in worship leadership (lector, choir, 

ushering, children’s ministry, etc.) 

 

 

Saint Paul’s Christian Exploration opportunities: 

 

Children’s Church & Nursery - Sunday  

(Info Contact:  Colleen Franciscus) 

Youth & Family Gathering - 2nd and 4th Sundays  

(Info Contact:  Pastor Tim & Colleen Franciscus) 

Children’s Choir - Returns Sept. 11 

(Info Contact:  Russ Wynn & Sharon Styer 

Chancel Choir - Returns Sept. 4  

(Info Contact:  Russ Wynn & Sharon Styer) 

Sunday Morning Jump Start – Returns Sept. 4  

First look at the day’s scripture.  

(Info Contact:  Dane Santos & Floyd Merritt) 

Monday Morning Reflections – Returns Sept. 12 

One last look at Sunday’s text. 

(Info Contact:  Pastor Tim) 

Wednesday Bible Study – Returns Sept. 7  

Parlor (Info Contact:  Pastor Tim) 

 

 

 

 

Giving of Time, Talents and Offerings: 

To all who offer their time, talents and gifts to create 

this community, our special thanks!  It is good 

always and everywhere to give thanks to God. 

Gifts & Offerings June July 17, 2022:  Stewardship 

data for July 17 will be shared in next week’s Possibilities. 

 

Did you know… Church budgeting is not an exact 

science.  For instance, our “Hospitality” line in the 

operations portion of our budget is a perfect example.  

We pay for paper products, coffee and drinks, kitchen 

supplies, fellowship and funeral luncheons is 

dependent on how busy we are as a church.  We never 

charge anyone to use the church, as this is God’s 

house and while we do accept donations, we do not 

charge.  We have found very rarely someone doesn’t 

offer a donation, it that is ok, they and God are the 

only ones that know what they can and can’t do, 

however, most do and offer more than we would have 

been comfortable charging.  Our budget can’t really 

account for the needs of the community, so when 

budgeting we make best guess efforts and treat this as 

we believe God intended, not charging for its use.  All 

a part of who we are and the hospitality you offer here 

at Saint Paul’s.    

Stewardship 



 

 

 

July 24, 2020 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
“That’s Easy” 
Psalm 85; Luke 11:1-13 
Lector:  David Kazibwe 
Acolyte:  Sadie Faust 
Flowers:  Russ Wynn, Jr. 
Offering Counter:  D. Bettleyon; D. Spear 

July 31, 2022 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
“It’s Mine, Mine, Mine!” 
Colossians 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21 
Lector:  Barb Wagner 
Acolyte:  Riley Gill 
Flowers:  Marianne Zeyn 
Offering Counter:  A. Henry; D. Spear 
 
 

 

Wishing Happy Birthdays and Anniversary to … 

July 14 –Amy Mahon July 14 –Nikole Eveland 

July 18 –Aidan Rice July 19 –Autumn Faust 

July 20 –Sharon Fisher July 20 –David Reid 

July 26 – Mike Haven July 26 – Al Henry 

July 28 – Bryleigh Gill July 28 – Jeff Noll 

July 29 – Carol Engle July 29 – Floyd Merritt 

July 26 – Brent and Mallory Sample 

 

 
 

 
Sun., Jul. 24 "Go Greg" Festival noon-3pm 
Thurs., Jul. 28 Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5 
Mon., Aug. 1 Vacation Bible School Starts 5:15pm 
Wed., Aug. 3 Red Cross Bloodmobile & Canteen 1-6 
Thurs., Aug. 4 Sight&Sound "David" Bus Trip 8 am 
Sun., Aug. 7 Vacation Bible School Celebration 
Thurs., Aug. 11 Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5 
Sun., Aug. 14 Crosscutters Baseball Game 4pm 
Tues., Aug. 16 Consistory Meeting 6pm 
Sun., Aug. 21 Teacher Appreciation Luncheon 
Thurs., Aug. 25 Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5 
Sun., Aug. 28 Youth & Family Gathering 5 pm 

For all event locations, times, and descriptions visit: 
https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar 

Planning Ahead – some notes about upcoming events: 

While the remainder of the Summer has some pretty 

great events, from Go Greg for Go Joe25 this coming 

weekend (Sunday, July 24), hosted by our youth and 

families, to a Cross Cutters Baseball Game (Aug. 14), 

Teacher Appreciation Luncheon (Aug. 21), and 

another possible swim event (Aug. 28), we are 

looking ahead to Fall!   

And Fall at Saint Paul’s is always fun!  Confirmation 

will meet weekly on Sundays at 5 p.m. beginning 

Sunday, September 11; Youth and Family events will 

continue every Second and Fourth Sunday; and our 

monthly luncheons will occur every fourth Sunday of 

each month.  On top of those items, well…there’s an 

upcoming Hay Ride / Apple Picking event; Trunk or 

Treat and Fall Festival; a night “out” at the movies; 

our Annual Soup, Bake, & Craft Sale; a new 

interactive Wednesday Night Exploration; the return 

of our Sunday morning “Jump Start” class; Children 

and Adult Choirs; and our Crocheting and Knitting 

group.  Suffice it to say, lots of planning for lots of 

events and that doesn’t even include Advent which 

will bring once again weekly concerts and 

entertainment.   

I often say to people, we aren’t the same when you are 

not here, and I mean that, we aren’t.  We love having 

everyone here as often as you can be, to welcome one 

another, to fellowship with one another, to welcome 

the stranger and check in with the family, a 

benchmark of Saint Paul’s.  So please, watch for the 

upcoming calendar for fall, reserve the dates and help 

us be a point of welcome in this wonderful 

community.  We all have something to contribute and 

if you are not here, we are not the same.   

Peace, Pastor Tim 

 

Saint Paul’s Celebrations & Events 

WATCH FOR FALL CELEBRATIONS & 

EVENTS CALENDAR TO BE UPDATED 

August 7 

AND SEE YOU FOR OUR ALL-CHURCH 

PICNIC POTLUCK AND 

“GO GREG FOR GO JOE25” FESTIVAL 

Sunday, July 24 

#SPUCConthejourneytogether 

Upcoming Worship 

https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar

