
 
 

February 17, 2021                     “What happens here doesn’t stay here…” 

 

Wants, Needs, and Denials… 
Pastor Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 

 

Dear Church Family, 

 

Have you ever heard the phrase: "the heart wants what the heart wants?" Yet, so often, we are 

programmed by society, maybe family, friends, even our way of thinking to not talk about or 

avoid talking in "heart" language.  However, when we speak from the heart, feelings of the heart 

and the language we use around it may seem vulnerable and can make us seem weak or 

powerless.  Yet, that is how we are truly created.  Now, before you brush this off as just a mushy 

message, stay with me a moment if you will. 

 

When I share that my complete soul believes we are created in God's image, I mean it.  I mean 

that we have a picture of love and connection of the thumbprint of God, which is upon all our 

hearts.  As a society for many years, decades, and even 

centuries, we have put a distance between ourselves and 

God.  God is otherworldly, ethereal, apart from, when 

God, I believe, is anything but those things.  God is a part 

of our very being.  God is as close as the breath we breathe 

in and out; God is in us.   

 

This message is not just an, "oh, ain't that nice" message.  

For me, and I believe for us all, it is a message of 

conviction.   

 

For years many have told us we are not to show our 

feelings, don't let people know our heart, and be strong 

and look out for number one.  Yet, the most damaged and 

hurting people I see and know are the ones struggling 

between being assertive and not allowing their hearts to 

speak. 
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The time during the pandemic has emphasized 

this for many.  I see so many people right now 

just wanting to connect, just wanting to be a part 

of, just wanting to be able to share in their stories, 

their joys, their concerns, their hopes, their 

dreams, and yet we must be strong and get 

through this, and together we will. 

 

How many have realized God's got us and this?  

How many have loved so much they have 

allowed themselves peace during this time?  No, 

not saying, "Well, it's really nothing," or, "We've 

been through this before," or asking, "What will 

happen to us?"  I'm talking about respect and 

love, deep care and concern for one another—

respecting opinions, keeping one another safe, doing all we can for one another, and trusting in 

God.   

 

All of life, this work is work of the heart, it is trusting in God, and God is in our heart.  The same 

heart we try so hard not to expose to others.   

 

I know from many experiences, if we do not act on what is in our heart or we try to repress it, 

deny it, whatever it is, will come out "sideways," so to speak.  We do and say and act in ways 

contrary to who God created us to be, what God placed on our hearts because that's what the 

world around us expects of us.  But what does the God within your heart want for you?  David, 

after struggling throughout his life, wrestling with God, begins to realize God's closeness and 

writes in Psalm 139,  
 

"O Lord, you have searched me and known me. You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you 

discern my thoughts from far away. You search out my path and my lying down, and are 

acquainted with all my ways. Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it 

completely. You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. Such knowledge is 

too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it. Where can I go from your spirit?  Or 

where can I flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, 

you are there. If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, even 

there, your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast. If I say, "Surely the 

darkness shall cover me, and the light around me become night," even the darkness is not dark to 

you; the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to you." 
 

David, after being so out of sync with the God of his heart, his Creator, after ruling over wars and 

his own desires, after destroying so much and so many began to realize who God was. 
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I'm writing this piece today because I see so many hurting and longing to be together, "If we can 

just be together, all will be well." And it will be fantastic, and I am praying that time is much 

sooner now rather than later; however, I don't want us to be so concentrated on getting together 

that we miss this Lenten journey.  Lent, this time is a time to examine our hearts, a time to connect 

in intimate ways with God and God's love for us.  I pray we take time and listen to God speaking 

from within us.  That we pay attention to our hearts and let the denials melt away and our 

relationship with our Creator, the One who is closer than the breath we breathe, be in control.  

That we begin to let God fill our want and desire for closeness to one another, and that our 

relationship with our Creator becomes first and foremost the focus of our heart.  So, with that 

may we fully interact with one another in ways of love, grace, and respect.  

 

That's not much to ask for on a Lenten journey, is it?  I say tongue in cheek; however, I also know 

this deep in my soul, none of us are alone on this journey.  We have one another, and we have a 

great connection. We have a relationship of our hearts. 

 

Listen to your heart and let us journey together to the close relationships God created us for.   

 

Shalom, 

Pastor Tim 

 
In our daily prayers… 
 
You are invited to join your faith family in prayer as we lift up: 
• Greyson Greenawalt 
• All Front-line Health Care and Essential Workers 
• Katy Mahon 
• Mina Hoover 
• Clarence Snider 
• George Cartin 
• Merle Kay Englehart 
• Dr. Earlene D. Brasher 
• Sue Overdorf and Family 
• The Purcell Family 
• Julie Saville and friends at Milton Developmental Center, healing from Covid-19 
• The many who are suffering from the COVID virus, as well as all those caring for them at 

home and in hospitals and nursing facilities 
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***News from Home*** 
 

What Else Would You Expect? 
 

I truly don’t know what else to expect, however, I still am amazed every time!  So, we offered 
pancakes for Shrove Tuesday.  All of our weekly home delivery families who wanted pancakes 
got them, another 15 or so families got them and all together in about a little over an hour we put 
out 125 pancakes, 80 sausages and lots of smiles.   
 
When I say I don’t know what else I would expect, I’m talking about the joy this small little task 
brought.  The smiles, the laughter, the feeling.  Just being church does it every time!  Ten 
volunteers total, organized, stirred, cooked, packaged and delivered pancakes!  Additionally, all 
pancake recipients got ashes and a Lenten devotional.   
 
Once again, my heart was filled to overflowing being together, being the church!  Thank you to 
the volunteers and supporters of our parking lot, aka pick-up and go pancakes and ashes event! 

It’s the “Saint Paul’s Got Talent – Talent Show” 
 

Tune up your instruments, warm up your singing voice, and dust off your dancing shoes!  It’s 
time for Saint Paul’s Got Talent—Year 2.  As with everything else during the past year, it’s going 
to be different…virtual…online…not live!  We will all be able to enjoy and still feel a sense of 
connection as we share our talents and abilities.  So…what do you have to do? Record yourself! 
(If using a phone, please use “landscape” mode) Whether it be singing, dancing, playing an 
instrument, reading poetry, performing a monologue or a scene…whatever your talent is…share 
it by recording it. ALL SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE TO RUSS WYNN BY FEBRUARY 27TH!  
Email Russ at:  russlw@gmail.com  Just put the subject as “SPUCC Talent Show 2021.” Please 
make sure to introduce yourself and your talent at the beginning of your recording! 
 
This will be different than last year, but it does actually afford some opportunities that we would 
not have if we were doing a live performance!  ANYONE can participate…wherever you are!! Be 
creative! Crystal and Russ will make themselves available for any accompanying, but please 
PLAN IN ADVANCE!! No last-minute accompaniments, please! Just contact Crystal or Russ to 
schedule time. 

mailto:russlw@gmail.com
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Engage! 
 

Engage is the online piece of the CDM+ system that provides our Saint Paul’s online directory, 
group lists, and giving information (including online giving if that is your preference).  This 
replaces both our previous online directory and easyTithe. 
 

There are multiple privacy settings in the Engage system to 
protect you and your personal information.  While the 
directory links fully to your individual profile, no one can 
see your financial information except for you, and you do 
have to have a log in to get in to the system so no one can 
even see the directory without our permission and their 
log-in information.  If you haven’t already created your 
Engage account, here are directions: 
 

• Go to https://engage.suran.com/spuccwm (or use the 

link at the bottom of the church website homepage) 

• Click on Create account (under the sign in button) 

• Enter your email address (use the email address you 

use for church communications) 

• Click Register 

• Your name should populate, so click on your name 

• Enter your preferred username and click the create 

username button 

• You will receive an email from Engage to create your 

password 

• Follow the prompts to create your password and then 

login 

• Make a note of your username and password and bookmark 

the site for future reference ;-) 

• Click on the three lines at the top right to see the 

information that is available for you 

 

 

 

***Christian Education News*** 
 

Sundays with David and Friends 
 

There’s a great option for adult Sunday School on Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. led by David 

Reid.  Each season, the group gathers via Zoom, and in this season, we are studying the Psalms.  

All are welcome.  If you know nothing of the Bible or are a Bible guru, your voice and presence 

are welcome.  Look for the group on Zoom.  Meeting ID: 5705681433; Passcode 0501. 

 

https://engage.suran.com/spuccwm
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Monday Morning Preacher 
 

Every Monday morning at 10:30 a.m. we have a Bible Study group open to all.  We gather, read 

anew Sunday’s texts and enter into a discussion about the text from the first thing that comes to 

mind when we hear it anew to questioning and digging a little deeper.  If you would like to 

participate in this group, all are welcome and all you have to do is bring your Bible or access to 

an online Bible and join in on Zoom. Meeting code: 570 568 1433 with passcode: 0501. 

 
Home Brew Wednesdays  
 

This week…What does it mean to give sight to the blind?   
 

Wednesday at 6:30 p.m., grab your favorite beverage and join us via Zoom!  (Meeting ID: 

5705681433; Passcode: 0501). We gather for our theological book discussion, share a few laughs, 

pray together, all from the comfort of our homes.   
 

Our current book for discussion is: “You Are Never Alone: Trust in the Miracle of God’s 

Presence and Power” by Max Lucado.  This book takes us through the Gospel of John and the 

miracles he recorded, asking some life-searching questions.   
 

***Mission News*** 
 
 “Take Me Home Country Roads”  
 

Take Me Home Country Roads…to a place where we are 

planning our 2021 Summer Mission Trip!  We will depart, 

Sunday, June 6, following worship and return Saturday, 

June 12.  We will spend a week in the mountains and hills 

around Pipestem, West Virginia, helping our neighbors 

there.  We’ll stay in cabins, possibly have our own chef 

along for some great food, if history repeats. We will be 

offered several cultural adventures around the area after 

each day’s work.  

 

 

We are excited to be able to offer this great opportunity for 

our church family!  Schedule your vacation time now and 

plan to join us June 6 to June 12, 2021!  There will be 

something to do for everyone!  Oh, and we have some great 

experienced Mission Trip leaders going with us too!   

 

Watch for news from our Mission Team coming out next 

week. 

 A view from camp. 

With help for our neighbors. 
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Fresh Express - Two Monthly Distributions Continue!   
 

Fresh Express, our local food distribution program in conjunction with the Central Penn Food 
Bank, continues into 2021 on the second and fourth Thursdays monthly.  The program is currently 
distributing grocery boxes of mixed perishable and non-perishable food items to between 115 and 
120 families each distribution.   Extra or left-over items are being distributed to organizations in 
need in our area as well.  Should you wish more information about this program, contact General 
Al Henry, Earl Fisher or Beth Vincent!   

 
“Reach out & touch…let the smile of God touch through you.” 

(as the old hymn goes) 
 

No, really.  Reach out and touch someone.  Yes, for years I worked for a telecommunications 
company and their advertising slogan then was, “Reach out and Touch…”   I am attempting to 
stay in touch with everyone I can.  However, if you have not heard from me in a while, I would 
love to hear from you.  So pick up your phone and give me a call, drop me an email or card and 
just say hi.  This time, while we have been at this now more than nine months, doesn’t seem to 
get easier.  I continue to miss you in the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings, hearing you laugh and 
share stories in the Fellowship Hall, getting to be gathered around the tables in the Fellowship 
Hall packed in for a meal…wherever it is, I miss you and I know we all miss one another.  So, 
don’t hesitate to reach out, not just to me, but one another.  A phone call, a card, an email or note, 
especially during these long days of winter reaching out will certainly be welcome.    
 

All too often I hear, “well I don’t want to be a bother…” or “they may be busy…” or “I’m not sure 
they would want to hear from me.”  Just reach out, let them know you miss them, you are thinking 
of them or just to say hello.  If you are thinking of others, I’m pretty sure they are thinking of you.   
If you need a number or an address and don’t have it, call the church office, let us help you stay 
connected. 

 
Coffee, Tea, AND Chocolate… 
 
Order your Fair-Trade Equal Exchange products from Fair-Trade Famers to benefit Saint Paul’s 
Missions.  Order and pay online via the web site: www.spuccwm.org or contact the church 
office.    
  
Mind, Body and Soul Ground Coffee, Regular, 12 ounce, $10 per bag 
Colombian Whole Bean Coffee, Regular, 12 ounce,  $10 per bag 
Decaf, Ground, 12 ounce, $10 per bag 
Decaf, Whole Bean, 12 ounce, $10 per bag 
Fellowship Blend, Regular, 16 ounce, $12 per bag 
Fellowship Blend, Decaf, 16 ounce, $12 per bag 
French Roast K-Cups, Regular, 12 pods per box, $10 per box 
Unwind K-Cups, Decaf, 12 pods per box, $10 per box 
Black Tea, 20 bags per box $5 per box 
Decaf English Breakfast Tea, 20 bags per box, $5 per box 
Very Dark Chocolate (71%), $4 per bar 
Milk Chocolate (43%), $4 per bar 

http://www.spuccwm.org/
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Upcoming Events and Celebrations 
 

Wed., Feb. 17  10 a.m. to 2 p.m. – Church Office Open    

    7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Worship LIVE-Facebook and YouTube 

    https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulswestmilton 

    https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx534qz98pw4lEcpsJznLnw 

 

 Thur., Feb. 18  10 a.m. to 2 p.m. – Church Office Open 

     

 Fri., Feb. 19  Happy Birthday Fred Greenawalt 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. – Church Office Open 

 

Sun., Feb. 21  Happy Birthday Brent Noll 

   Happy Birthday Shaddon Rice 

9:15 a.m. Adult Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. Worship LIVE 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulswestmilton 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx534qz98pw4lEcpsJznLnw 

 

Mon., Feb. 22 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. - Church Office Open 

 10:30 a.m. Monday Morning Preacher Bible Study 

 

 Tues., Feb. 23  Happy Birthday Helen Louse Vincent 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. - Church Office Open 

6:00 p.m. Consistory Meeting on Zoom    

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulswestmilton
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx534qz98pw4lEcpsJznLnw
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulswestmilton
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx534qz98pw4lEcpsJznLnw

