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Dear Faith Family: 
 
For me, as a pastor, one of the most powerful things 
that can happen is to hear how the actions of a faith 
community, especially one I get to journey with, has 
brought people to church, brought them back to 
church, or more importantly, back to God.   
 
“I gave up on church long ago, I thought people in 
church are nothing but hypocrites,” one woman said.  
Another said, “I didn’t know my children would ever 
want to be a part of church, especially, my daughter, 
after all she had gone through in her life and her anger 
with God.”  “No one ever said to us, it was ok to be 
angry with God before.”  And before anyone gasps for 
breath, yes, I have said that.  And yes, I believe it is ok 
to be angry with God.  Just don’t stay in that space - 
work through it.  To me, working through it means 
you are in conversation with God and that’s all God 
asks for.  Because if you are in conversation with God 
you are in relationship with God.   For me, I know 
God has never really ever let me down… (Now, some 
of God’s people, on the other hand…).  In fact, we all 
probably have at one point or another let one another 
down, acted in a non-Christian way, we aren’t perfect, 
but God has never let me down, nor not had grace to 
cover me when I let God or others down.   
 
Recently I have heard stories of how relationships 
have evolved and people have returned to church, not 
because of the pastor, but because of the church, a 
faith community as a whole.  Not because of worship, 
while it’s a part of it, it’s only a part.  You see what I 
have heard has affirmed for me, that when we journey 
together, when we work together, when we live, and 
be the church together, you get to know one another 
and relationships form and the church becomes, what 
I believe God intended, a safe place of healing, hope, 
renewal, and transformation.  It’s a place where we 
are welcome in all our messiness and in all our 
sacredness. 
 
 

 
 
The only thing we are really asked is that we live in to 
Jesus’ teaching of love and grace for us all, from 
ourselves to the ones we dislike the most, God’s grace 
is available for everyone.   
 
In a few weeks, January 30, we will have our first New 
Member Sunday of 2022.  We will welcome new 
members from different walks of life, each coming to 
Saint Paul’s from different places on their journeys 
and each with their life experiences to share as they 
feel comfortable.  As well as be there for others who 
might share similarities on the journey.  And as we 
do, as we welcome new members officially, I invite 
you to think about how we be the church, each aspect 
of it.  Do we approach every situation with love and 
grace?  Do we welcome the stranger?  Do we live out 
who we say we are?  Do we show and practice grace?  
Do we love our neighbors and be good to ourselves 
along the way?  Do we ask these questions daily? 
 
The scenarios I began with are real, they came from 
people right here in our community and you, each of 
you, are now a part of their faith journey back to 
Christ and a renewed relationship with Christ’s 
people known as the church.  So, on this Epiphany 
Day, I challenge you to keep on being the church in 
2022, keep on loving, working, sharing, and being all 
God calls you to be.  Share the gifts you have, share 
the love and grace, do what you can for one another 
and welcome every stranger.  Because you never 
know when God is using you to reach someone who 
has been lost and hurting.  And you never know - we 
may all have more in common they we have 
differences.  I believe this to be the case. 
 
May the peace of Christ be with you and may 2022 be 
a year filled with blessings as you discover new and 
powerful ways to be the church.  
 
Shalom,  

Pastor Tim 

Powered by Grace and Coffee 
                                          Pastor Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 

 

Thinking of official membership at Saint Paul’s?  
An open-door Q&A with Pastor Tim is Sunday, 
January 16, following worship. 



 

 

Myrtle Archer and Family 
Linda Beaver 
Peggy & Dennis Birdsall 
Cookie Breining 
Nancy Cochran 
Gail Earnest 
Ron Farrell & Family 
Gladys Fawcett 
The Gemberling Family 
Greyson Greenawalt 

The Hagen Family 
Steve Harding 
Myrtle Hogan 
Isabel Hummell 
Kiana Kautz 
Katy, Cory, & Amy Mahon 
John and Maureen Marsala 
Cindy Mohr 
Philips and Brunet Family 
Steve Prior 

Jane Scurfield 
Lucille Shuman 
Jon Skarie 
Everly Travis & her parents 
Michael Haven & Russ Wynn, Jr. 
Donna & Russ Wynn, Sr. 
Jim Young 
Philadelphia Neighborhood Fire 
Unspoken Requests

 
Updates to the prayer list are made weekly from phone calls and Prayers and Love. 

Names without updates are removed monthly. 

 

 

 

This week we received a thank you note from 

Evangelical Community Hospital for our support 

through donations of snacks for families waiting 

on news of loved ones and fruit baskets for staff.  

In part, the letter stated “Your donation was not 

only a very welcome treat but lifted spirits during 

this difficult time.  Thank you for thinking of us.” 

Saint Paul’s is very blessed to be able to serve 

alongside of many wonderful organizations we 

open our home to, including:   ARC (Advocacy 

and Resources for Citizens—Ensuring Life’s 

Happiness), Life Line Screening—The Power of 

Prevention, Red Cross Bloodmobile, The Central 

PA Food Bank and Fresh Express, and Sharing 

Our Tables Community Meal. 

Some upcoming opportunities are: 

Community Meal 

Prep @ Milton Lutheran Church, 9 a.m. Jan. 8 

Meal distribution @ SPUCC, 4 p.m. Jan. 9 

(Info Contact:  Shelly Sholley) 

Fresh Express 

Volunteers Needed, 2-5 p.m. Jan. 13 & 27 

(Info Contact:  Earl Fisher & Beth Vincent) 

Life Line Screening 

January 25 from 9 to 5:30 

(Info Contact:  Donna Spear) 

 

 

 
Interactive Bible Study on “The Chosen” 

(A. Jenkins, D. Jenkins, D. Huffman) 

Wednesday, January 12, 2022, 6:05 p.m. 
 
“Whether you’re just starting out on the Jesus road, 
or you are decades along in the journey…”, a special 
invitation is extended for everyone to join us, 
whomever feels led to be a part of this journey, 
join us for our new weekly video/book study, 
“The Chosen.”   
 
This interactive Bible study encourages finding 
our true identity, purpose, and hope…in the 
person of Jesus.  Isn’t that who we say we are?   
Especially, “…in a day and age when issues of 
identity are at the forefront of culture, and insecurity, 
confusion, and a desire for purpose seem to reign 
supreme.” 
 
We begin with a 53-minute video, followed by a 
45-minute conversation and a time of prayer 
together.  We ask that you commit to start (6:05 
p.m.) and end on time (8 p.m.) each gathering 
beginning January 12, 2022.  Coffee will always 
be on and you are welcome to bring a friend, 
neighbor or a snack to share.  We look forward to 
the journey with whomever feels led to join us.  
Books are available in the office. 
 

#onthejourneytogether 

The Power of Prayer ~ Would You Join Us in Praying For … 

Mission News & Opportunities Exploration News & Opportunities 



 

Head Start Sunday School 

Sundays 9:15 a.m. Parlor 

(Info Contact:  Dane Santos) 

 

Children’s Church & Nursery 

Each Sunday Morning 

(Info Contact:  Colleen Franciscus) 

 

Youth & Family Gathering 

Beginning Sunday at 5:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall 

(Info Contact:  Pastor Tim & Colleen Franciscus) 

 

Monday Morning Reflections 

Monday 10:30 a.m. Parlor – One last look at 

Sunday’s text. 

(Info Contact:  Pastor Tim) 

 

Wednesday Evening Interactive Bible Study 

Wednesday 6:05 p.m. Parlor – See article above. 

(Info Contact:  Pastor Tim) 

 

 

 
Chancel Choir and Children's choir rehearsals 
will resume this Sunday, January 9. Chancel 
Choir begins at 8:50 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
and is open to anyone who has a desire to sing 
and share your gifts and talents to praise God! A 
love of music and a love of God are the only 
prerequisites! Consider this your motivational 
calling out!  Our hope is that every member finds 
a way to be involved in their faith 
community...maybe this is yours!   

Children's Choir rehearses Sunday mornings at 
10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Children’s Choir 
will sing on the third Sunday of each month. 
While this time has been difficult, let us together 
encourage our young singers and families.  We 
will have a great time with Children's Choir! All 
children in kindergarten through middle school 
are welcome! 

(Info Contact:  Russ Wynn) 
 
 

2021 All-Church Celebration and Luncheon is 
Sunday, January 23, immediately following 
worship – a time to review and celebrate the 
ministries of Saint Paul’s talents and financial 
gifts.  Meatloaf is the main course.  Watch for a 
sign up for side dishes to share. 
 
Coffee Hour is a wonderful Sunday morning 
fellowship opportunity.  Catch up with 
neighbors and meet new friends.  There is a sign 
up sheet in the kitchen (or check with Diane 
Bettleyon), if you would like to provide snacks to 
go with the coffee and conversation. 
 
Reserve a Sunday in 2022 to provide altar flowers 
in memory, honor, or celebration of a loved one. 
Call the church office 570-568-1433 or use the 
online form on the church website. Make checks 
payable to SPUCC or pay online using our secure 
Engage online giving option using the “flowers” 
giving fund. Please note that the cost of altar 
flowers in 2022 is $50. 
 
In December, Saint Paul’s was the recipient of 
shelf stable food and monetary donations to 
replenish our pantry through the Campus 
Theater and their Christmas Movie Food Drive.  
Thank you to both to the theater as well as the 
Bettleyon’s for helping stock our emergency 
pantry. 
 
Our Saint Paul’s family received a lovely note 
from Bob and Barb Koch extending a thank you 
for the Christmas arrangement and for thinking 
of them.  Bob is continuing to work hard through 
physical therapy, and they both wish all of our 
Saint Paul’s friends a happy and healthy 2022.  
We love you Bob and Barb! 
 
Saint Paul’s 2021 Giving Statements will be 
available both electronically and hard copy by 
Sunday, January 23, 2022.  If you would like an 
electronic copy only, please reach out to Donna 
in the church office by Friday, January 14, either 
by email or phone call.  (admin@spuccwm.org or 
570-568-1433) 
 
 

Time, Talents, & Opportunities 

mailto:admin@spuccwm.org


 

Giving of Time, Talents and Offerings:  To all 
who offer their time, talents and gifts to create 
this community, our special thanks!  It is good 
always and everywhere to give thanks to God.  
 
Gifts & Offerings, January 2, 2022: 
 
Attendance In Person:  70 (10 Visitors) 
Attendance on LIVE:  402 
Virtual Reach:  1,842 
Plate Giving  $  1,127.00 
Loose Plate  $       38.00 
Online Giving $     690.84 
Operational Total $  1,855.84  
Restricted Giving $     140.00 
Total Giving  $  1,995.84 
 
 
 
Upcoming Worship: 
 
January 9, 2022 
The Baptism of Our Lord 
“Cleaning House” 
Isaiah 43:1-3a; Acts 8:14-17, 21-22 
Lector:  Rhonda Newton 
Counter:  C. Franciscus; D. Spear 
 
January 16, 2022 
Second Sunday following Epiphany 
“Eeny, Meeny, Miny, Moe” 
I Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1:11  
Lector:  Robin Brown 
Counter:  E. Fisher; D. Spear 
 
January 23, 2022 
Third Sunday following Epiphany 
“Unofficial Officials” 
I Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21 
Lector:  Drew Faust 
Counter:  S. Brown; D. Spear 
 
January Worship Leader:  Niki Weber 
 
January Usher & Greeter Team:  Steve & Robin 
Brown, DeAnn Hansum, Richard & Amy 
Armstrong, Sue Mahon 

 

 

Church Office Hours:  10 -2 Daily 

 

You are always welcome for prayer and 

contemplation in the Sanctuary of Saint Paul’s.  

Scheduled hours are:      M,T,Th 10-2; W 5:30-8:30 

Additional times available upon request. 

 

Jan. 6 – Happy Birthday Brad Gill 

Jan. 8 – Happy Birthday Steve Anderson 

Jan. 8 – Happy Birthday Ken Bennett 

Jan. 8 – Community Meal Prep @ MLC 

Jan. 8 – Taking Down the Greens 9 a.m. 

Jan. 9 – Happy Birthday Ryan Arnold 

Jan. 9 – Community Meal 3-5 p.m. 

Jan. 9 – Youth & Family Night 5:30 p.m. 

Jan. 10 – Monday Morning Reflections 10:30 a.m. 

Jan. 12 – Wednesday Evening Interactive Bible Study 

Jan. 13 – Happy Birthday Ray Leeser 

Jan. 13 – Fresh Express Food Distribution 2-5 p.m. 

Jan. 17 – Happy Birthday Thomas Noll 

Jan. 18 – Consistory Meeting 6 p.m. 

Jan. 23 – All-Church Annual Meeting & Potluck 

Jan. 24 – Happy Birthday Cory Mahon 

Jan. 25 – Life Line Screening 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Jan. 27 – Fresh Express Food Distribution 2-5 p.m. 

Jan. 28 – Happy Birthday Earl Fisher 

Jan. 30 – Happy Birthday Barclay Wilson 

Jan. 30 – New Member Sunday 

Jan. 30 – 5th Sunday Lunch & Learn (info to come) 

Feb. 2 – Red Cross Bloodmobile 1-6 p.m. 

Feb. 27 – 2022 Spaghetti Dinner & Talent Show 

 

 

 

Events & Celebrations 

Prayerfully consider ways you may 

participate in your faith community for 

we are not the same when you are not 

here. #onthejourneytogether 


