
 
 

September 22, 2021     “What happens here doesn’t stay here…” 

 

“Unexpected Moments” 
Pastor Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 

 

Dear Church Family, 

 

So here we are, fall programs have begun, and we have hit the ground running!   

 

Sunday evening, at the end of two full days of church activities, I found myself sitting under the 

pavilion at 1125 Mahoning Street.  Twenty of us sharing a hastily pulled-together meal, kids 

running and playing on the church lawn, and then we began to talk about plans for children, 

youth, and families moving forward.  Something happened in those moments - I’m not precisely 

sure when it happened, but I know by the end of the evening, it felt as if the Holy Spirit had 

been present in all that was occurring. 

 

If you had asked me before our evening started, I’m not 

sure I would have said, “Oh yes, this will be Holy time.”  

Shame on me!  I know better than to ever count-out the 

Holy Spirit’s presence!  The feeling was evident after it 

was all said and done.   

 

Let me see if I can put this into perspective.  Our plans had 

begun to fall apart as a result of health concerns with some 

of our families.  Then we learned some of the kids and 

families had forgotten about our gathering and made 

other plans.  And yet, what came together was beautiful.  

Once again, everyone who needed to be there in that 

moment was there - and the results were and are 

beautifully Holy and peace giving. 

 

Kids began to get excited about Saturday evening’s 

S’mores and a Movie.  And now there’s a Concession 

Stand going up on the back lawn of the church, along with 
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an inflatable movie screen, sound equipment, and I’m sure there will be laughter and plenty of 

popcorn and s’mores to go around for all ages.  There is even a plan for a row of cars to line up 

side-by-side for those more comfortable in a ”Drive-In” setting to watch the movie “Leap.” 

 

With a scavenger hunt coming up for Middle School and High School Youth, expect to be 

contacted and interviewed by at least one of them so we all – younger and older - may learn 

more about one another.  There’s a plan to assist with the Community Dinner on Sunday, 

October 10, and our Community Trunk-or-Treat has been scheduled for Saturday, October 23.  

In the meantime, on Sunday, October 17, we will have another gathering with dinner at 5:30 

p.m. followed by Christian engagement activities for different age groups, with volunteer 

leaders stepping-up for nursery, elementary and intermediate ages, and of course our middle 

and high school youth!   

 

And those activities aren’t all!  Our youth will be participating in upcoming events throughout 

the year, and there was that feeling of Holy excitement as we talked about it all.  Maybe it was 

the laughter, maybe it was just the being together in space where we could safely gather, maybe 

it was just knowing all will be well, even, or especially in this time of uncertainty. 

 

Several times this week a feeling of melancholy came over me.  One in particular occurred while 

I was taking down the letters from our sign in front of 433 High Street.  I can’t begin to imagine 

how it might feel for others who have lived and worshipped in that structure their entire lives 

to no longer see the familiar.  It has been five years for me and it was a part of a time of great 

revival in a church that had been in decline over the previous 20 years.  The Holy was certainly 

in the revival and I believe, will continue, as long as we stay out of God’s way and follow.  We 

don’t know - none of us knows - what the future of our physical place will be.  But you should 

know that Sunday evening felt like a sign of “all will be well.” 

 

As we were cleaning up, I reflected on the day and week, and I began to realize, “all will be well, 

in a ‘Julian of Norwich’ kind of way.  Norwich, a fifteenth century mystic, presented it this way 

when considering the changes of life: “…but all shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner 

[of] thing shall be well.” 

 

Just then, there was a great racket as one kid tackled another on the lawn, and the laughter broke 

out, and I was reminded all would be well.  Let’s just be gentle and kind to one another and 

figure it all out together, for God has given us a great gift for sure and just as the Holy broke 

into Sunday evening’s gathering to remind me, all will be well.    

 

You don’t have to wait for Sunday morning to pray that God will rescue me from me, and I 

don’t have to wait to pray for us all as God seeks to make all things well in our lives and the 

lives of our faith community.  Here’s what I am thankful for and believe, God has plans for us 

all, and in spite of our own doing, all will be well. 

 

Peace my faith family.  Peace, 
Pastor Tim 
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In Our Daily Prayers 

Myrtle Archer and Family 
Kevin Beatty 
Linda Beaver 
Dick and Diane Bettleyon 
Karen Bottorf 
Hattie Bowersox 
Beth Brown 
Casey Cassels 
Gail Earnest 
Travis Everly 
Ron Farrall and Family 
Gladys Fawcett 
Greyson Greenawalt 

Steve Harding 
Mya, Ruth, and Al Henry 
Myrtle Hogan 
Mina Hoover 
Beau Huber 
Isabel Hummell 
Kiana Kautz 
Mary Rose Knelly  
Bob and Barb Koch 
Tina Kuhns 
Tom and Priscilla Lanks 
The Marrara Family 
Mike McCollum 

Katy Mahon 
John and Maureen Marsala 
Ashley McCort 
Brenda Mitchell 
Cindy Mohr 
Raquel Prager 
Jane Scurfield 
Jon Skarie 
Alecia Snyder 
Darlene Rowe Varney 
Samantha West & Family 
The Zeager Family

 

 

News from Home 

 

What do you get with three kittens, six dogs, and one Miss Effie? 

Answer?  A Sunday evening Pet Blessing!  Complete with a St. Francis medal and a prayer of 

thanksgiving for all God’s great creations, especially those in which we love and love us back so 

much.  On Sunday evening at 1125 Mahoning Street, out by the pavilion we celebrated and 

blessed six dogs, three kittens and one cat - Miss Effie!  What a joy it always is to bless animals 

and offer thanks to God for the peace, comfort, and joy these creatures bring in our lives.   

Coming up, Pastor Tim will be making some house calls to bless more of our furry friends.  

Chickens, cows, horses, and guinea pigs are always welcome too!  It’s Pastor Tim, aka our own 

Dr. Doolittle. 
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Face to Face Church moves in to 433 High Street 

For Face to Face Church, Pastor Tom, and their faith community, 433 High Street is a perfect fit 

for them where they are.  They will not be using the space in exactly the same way we did.  The 

Sanctuary will become not a place for Sunday morning worship so much as a place to sit and 

meditate.  The Fellowship Hall will be used for meals and the second-floor education building 

will be a place of worship and discussion, beginning October 3.  After being told “there’s no 

room” by many churches, we are happy they have found a place of love and welcome where 

they may gather and they are extremely grateful every day!  The faith community of Face to 

Face will be joining us from time to time to help with community mission projects and maybe 

even share in some worship opportunities as well.  Let us hold, Pastor Tom and Face to Face in 

our prayers. 

 

Before the Parade Passes By… 

Saint Paul’s was in the Harvest Festival 

Parade with a float of our own for the first 

time this year!  The wish/dream/vision of 

Colleen Franciscus for the past few years 

now, came to life on Saturday with the help 

of a few Saint Paul’s saints!  The Mahon Clan, 

including Amy, Cory, and Katy; the 

Greenawalt Sauder family with baby Grey in 

the wagon; Chip, Pastor Tim, and of course 

some extra help from Brad Gill.  Our float was 

themed “Harvesting our Talents/Sharing 

our Gifts” and called out the mission work of 

Saint Paul’s.  We passed out candy, bracelets, and an invite to participate in some upcoming 

community events, while having a great time to boot!  Oh, and we won First Place in the Church 

Division (yes, we were the only ones) but they gave us a trophy and everything! Check out the 

trophy in the Narthex on Sunday morning!  And a special thanks to Colleen for helping inspire 

us all to get out in the community in this way! 

 

 

Flu Shot Clinic 

No cost to you flu shots will be offered beginning Sunday, September 26, Saint Paul’s own 

pharmacist, Brad Gill, will be offering flu shots here at the church beginning at 10 a.m.  If you 

have an insurance card, please bring it with you. 

 

 



5 
 

 

Bloodmobile 

The next Red Cross Bloodmobile and Canteen will be offered 

Wednesday, September 29, here at the church from 1 to 6 p.m.  

If you would like to help with the canteen, please talk to Diane 

Bettleyon on Sunday morning or contact her at 570-716-4074. 

 

 

What Does It Mean to Be A Part of The Faith Community of Saint Paul’s? 

 

Whether you are an “official” member or not, you are family and as a family we invite everyone 

to participate with the talents and gifts they have in whatever way they feel led to do so.  Each 

year (last year was an exception) in the fall, we like to offer a “talent survey” to ask all family 

members to share what their talents and interests may be and what ways each person would 

consider serving the larger faith community.  This year, for the first time, the survey will be 

available both electronically, for your convenience and in hard copy at the church.  We would 

ask you to please consider filling these out completely to help us both ensure our directories are 

up-to-date and correct as well as we know of your interests and commitment to Saint Paul’s 

ministry.  Please check your email for a link to the survey, coming soon, or pick up a hard copy, 

complete it, and drop it back off either in the office or in the offering plate.   

 

Thank you in advance for your help and the way you so generously share your gifts of time and 

talent. 
 
COVID-19 Protocol 
 
We continue to suggest the following COVID 19 Pandemic precautions at this time: 
 

1. Please do not attend worship or any church events if you are feeling ill.   
2. Advise Pastor Tim or contact the church office should you need anything. 
3. While, 90% or more of our adults in the congregation are vaccinated, we would ask that 

if you are not vaccinated, that you please mask.  If you are vaccinated and would be 
more comfortable wearing a mask, you are encouraged to as well. 

4. Sanitize often and please be respectful of one another’s personal space.  
5.   

Thank you for your continued cooperation as we strive to balance the normality of church-
based events and keeping everyone safe.  Be good, be kind, and as always let’s be the church.   
 

Peace, Pastor Tim and Your Saint Paul’s Consistory 
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Mission and Outreach News 

 

Meeting the Needs of Our Community 

 

We thank you for your continued donations of shelf stable items for our pantry!  As needs 

continue, you can also purchase and drop in the offering plate or by the church office, gift cards 

for Walmart, Giant, or Weis in the amount of $10, $15, or $20.  All help is appreciated in this way 

to give back in our community. 

 

Fresh Express 

 

The next Saint Paul’s Fresh Express Food Distribution in coordination with the Central PA Food 

Bank is this Thursday, September 23, from 3 to 5 p.m.  Volunteers have a great time with this 

community mission project.  If you feel like this is a way in which you would like to serve, just 

show up!  Tomorrow’s truck is scheduled to arrive between 2 and 2:30 p.m.  Help is needed to 

unload the truck, organize the food for our families, and assist with the distribution as families 

“drive through” the parking lot for pickup. 

 

Community Dinner 

 

The next Community Dinner Drive-Through is Sunday, October 10.  Saint Paul’s is providing 

chicken while Bethany and Milton Lutheran Parish will provide the sides and desserts.  If you 

would like to help with this community outreach, please talk with Diane Bettleyon. 

 

Worship and Faith Engagement News 

 
“Sunday Morning Head Start” meets each Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m.  Get a head start on 
exploring the day’s scripture reading and a sneak peek into Pastor Tim’s sermon.  All are 
welcome to join this group in the parlor for a time of prayer and study, questions and sharing.  
No experience necessary. 
 
“Monday Morning Reflections” is Monday mornings at 10:30 a.m. in the parlor.  Meet with 
Pastor Tim and dig even deeper into the week’s scripture.  What was Paul talking about?  What 
did Jesus mean?  How did the sermon relate? 
 
“Wednesday Evening Questions” is another faith engagement group opportunity at 6:30 p.m. 
on Wednesdays in the parlor.  Bring your dinner and the current book, “The Difficult Words of 
Jesus,” for this time of study and questioning with your Saint Paul’s friends. 
 
“Children, Youth, and Families” meet on the third Sunday of each month at 5:30 p.m., starting 
with a light dinner, and follows with fun faith engagement activities for different age groups.  
This is an opportunity for our little ones to our high school seniors to learn and grow together. 
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Worship Options 
 
If you are unable to join us in person or LIVE online on Sunday morning, replay of services are 
always available via YouTube or Facebook with links on our website homepage. 
https://www.spuccwm.org/ or here: 
 
Saint Paul’s Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulswestmilton  

Saint Paul’s YouTube Channel:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx534qz98pw4lEcpsJznLnw 

 

Children’s Church and Nursery are Back! 

 

Children’s church for ages 3 to second grade in the second classroom on the right in Fellowship Hall 

is now available.  The children will engage in sharing a lesson complimentary to the one being shared 

in worship that day.  This group will leave the sanctuary immediately following the choir anthem 

and will return for the closing hymn.  The group will be led by Colleen Franciscus.  However, a 

volunteer assistant is needed each week.  Ideally, a group of three to four volunteers who could rotate 

on a weekly basis to support Colleen would be preferred.  Please contact Colleen if you are able to 

help in this way. 

 

Nursery 

 

We are currently seeking a lead person or persons and volunteers to open Saint Paul’s nursery for 

children ages infant to two years.  Again, we would like to ideally have three to four people to 

volunteer so that we may rotate weekly nursery coverage.  Please contact Pastor Tim or the church 

office if you feel called to volunteer. 

 

Please note, if you do not have your child care clearances, we can assist you in obtaining the needed 

documentation.  Remember to mark these options on your talent survey. :-) 

 

Upcoming Sunday Worship 

LIVE stream and In Person @ 1125 Mahoning Street, Milton 

Upcoming Worship 

September 26, 2021     October 3, 2021 

18th Sunday Following Pentecost   19th Sunday Following Pentecost 
 “Make Way, Coming Through!”   “Come Listen to a Story ‘Bout a Man Named Job” 

James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50   Job 1:1, 2:1-10; Mark 10:2-16 

Worship Leader: Niki Weber   Worship Leader: Jen Arnold 

Lector: Rhonda Newton    Lector:  Jane Rowe 

Flower Sponsor: Available    Flower Sponsor:  The Rowe Family 

Offering Counter: A. Henry; D. Spear  Offering Counter: D. Bettleyon; D. Spear 

 

September Usher Team:  Steve & Robin Brown, Richard & Amy Armstrong, 

DeAnn Hansum & Sue Mahon 

https://www.spuccwm.org/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulswestmilton
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx534qz98pw4lEcpsJznLnw
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This Week at Saint Paul’s 

Our church office is open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through Friday 

 
Wed., Sept. 22 Wednesday Evening Questions in the Parlor 
 (bring your dinner) 6:30 p.m. 
 
Thur., Sept. 23 Happy Birthday Sophia Houtz and Crystal Reid 
 Fresh Express Food Distribution 3-5 p.m. 
 
Sat., Sept. 25 S’mores and a Movie (and a concession stand)  
 on the Lawn 7 p.m.  
 
Sun., Sept. 26 Sunday Morning Head Start 9:15 a.m. 
 Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 
 
Mon., Sept. 27 Monday Morning Reflections in the Parlor 10:30 a.m. 
 
Wed., Sept. 29 Happy Birthday Gail Earnst & Myles Purcell  
 Red Cross Bloodmobile 1-6 p.m. 

 

If You Like to Plan 
Visit the Saint Paul’s website calendar at:  https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar 

 
Sunday, October 3 – World Communion Sunday / Baptism 
Sunday, October 3 – Hayride and Hotdogs 4 p.m. (Ard’s Farm Market) 
Sunday, October – An all-church potluck, in celebration of and thanksgiving for this church 

family.  The main course will be sponsored by the Gill family, following the baptism of 
Riley, Bo, and Kadence Gill.   

Sunday, October 10 – Community Dinner at 5 p.m. at 1125 Mahoning 
Wednesday, October 13 – Friends Who Breakfast at Good Wil’s in Montandon 9:30 a.m. 
Saturday, October 23 – Pumpkin Patch / Trunk or Treat 
Saturday, November 6 – Annual Soup and Bake Sale 
Sunday, November 7 – All Saint’s Day 
Sunday, November 21 – Christ the King Sunday 
Sunday, November 21 – All Church Celebration/Thanksgiving Potluck Lunch 
Saturday, November 27 – Hanging of the Greens 
Sunday, November 28 – Re-Creation Concert 7 p.m. with Dessert Reception 
Wednesday, December 1 – Red Cross Bloodmobile and Canteen 1 to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, December 5 – Community Dinner (Saint Paul’s Sponsored) 5 p.m.  
Sunday, December 5 – Advent Series Concert with Dessert Reception 7 p.m. 
Sunday, December 12 – Community Choir Concert & Dessert Reception 7 p.m. 
Sunday, December 19 – Annual Christmas Pageant and Catered Dinner 5 p.m. 
Friday, December 24 – Christmas Eve Family Worship Candlelight Communion 4:30 p.m. 

Friday, December 24 – Christmas Eve Special Music Candlelight Communion 10:30 p.m. 

https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar

