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Dear Faith Family,  

Over and over lately, I have heard the phrases or 
words - “rebrand,” “recreate,” “remake,” all batted 
around when businesses - even churches - have tried 
to come up with a new way to grow or save 
themselves. And I must wonder, for churches, is this 
not what got us where we are today?  Trying to 
“remake” and “rebrand” ourselves into a different 
church or set ourselves apart to earn recognition 
through some fresh marketing push or idea? 

It makes me wonder, though.  Should the word or the 
idea we need consider be, “return”?  No, I’m not 
talking about a “return” to where we were in the hay-
day of filled churches, because, yes, according to 
scholars, that was a cultural phenomenon.  Preachers 
and church leaders didn’t have to worry about “what 
can we do to bring people in?”  People came because 
that is what people did.  I’m afraid many churches 
squandered that time, not out of intention to do so, 
but out of a bit of lost or limited vision. 

As church attendance began to decline at increasing 
rates, many main line denominational churches 
attempted to rebrand themselves.  Many added 
bands, changed-up worship styles, conjured-up 
catchy slogans and ad campaigns to entice people to 
come back or come anew.  And many campaigns had 
quick-hit impact.  But also, many campaigns failed.  
They didn’t possess staying power.   Showing us all 
the work of being a pastor, being the church, has 
changed in our lifetime, however I still believe there 
is something we need to do, to return to, so to speak. 

This “return” that has been on my mind, is a return 
much further back than during our lifetime, with 
memories of full churches and pastors pounding out 
the message as if in desperation to be heard.  And to 
be in church you had to look, act, or be a certain way.  
I’m not much about that kind of church, either.  I want 
to go much further back and explore what Jesus was 
teaching and how that relates to us today.   

Sometimes I hear people say, “Well, Jesus didn’t have 
a church building, he had a following of people.”  

True.  Jesus taught everywhere.  In the temple and 
outside the temple.  And when the temple turned into 
a place of exclusion - of worship and teaching other 
than what His Father intended - Jesus took action and 
warned them what would happen (ref. John 2:13-17) 
because they were more focused on the prominence 
of who was in the synagogue, who couldn’t come in, 
and how they maintained their wealth and power.  
Sound familiar?  Jesus showed them if you treat my 
father’s house like a business, this is what will 
happen. 

Jesus did go to the temple and to the synagogue and 
lead people to a place of learning and growing in 
relationship, of sharing a message he lived-out, loving 
and caring for all.  For all.  He showed us what it was 
to live as followers.  I call it (and you’ve heard it a 
million times), “Being the church.”  Because I’ve 
never understood how you can separate church and 
Jesus.  I’m afraid that’s ultimately what got us where 
we are today in our society, in many churches. 

I wonder…what if the church began its decline 
because we, the church body, weren’t “walking the 
talk.”  We weren’t living who we were preaching and 
proclaiming to be from the pews and the pulpit.  In 
essence, we lost sight.  And the world around us, the 
one looking for hope and grace and forgiveness, 
found us - the church - to be just another marketing 
scheme to bring us in.  The church wasn’t really 
willing to take a chance on living from a place of faith 
and following of Jesus. We just wanted things “the 
way they used to be.” 

This is what I believe we need to return to, to 
continually ask ourselves, “What did Jesus do, teach, 
lead, live, and are we doing it?”  Never get 
complacent in who we are or what we are doing.  
There is always more to be done in following Jesus.  
What’s the old phrase, “there’ll be time to rest when 
we are dead.”  I don’t know what the next life will be 
like, however, I’ve discovered, in order to live this one 
to its fullest, following Christ’s example may be the 
only answer we need. 

Further into the John 2 text referenced earlier, in verse 
23, we find these words: 
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“While Jesus was in Jerusalem for the Passover Festival, 
many believed in his name because they saw the miraculous 
signs that he did.” 

They believed in Jesus because of his actions and his 
words matched.  I’m not so sure this is about making 
the lame walk and the blind see as it is about caring 
for all, even or especially those on the fringes of life.  
This, to me, is what the church needs to return to.  
Nothing more, nothing less.  But living out the actions 
of Jesus, feeding, caring for, respecting, and 
unconditionally loving all of God’s children.  All of 
them.  And all else will take care of itself. This to me 
is being the church. 

This is what I believe we need to ask ourselves 
repeatedly, are we being the church in reflection of 
Jesus who cares for all?  This is what I believe we need 
to always return to.   

#seeyouinchurch #spucconthejourneytogether 

 

 

 

 

Jo Beatty Gary O’Neill 
Linda Beaver Mary Renninger 
Gail Earnest Chuck Schworer 
Gladys Fawcett Jan & Larry Seibert 
Greyson Greenawalt Wayne & Nancy Stahl 
Heidi Hagan Nancy Stahlnecker 
Cyndy Kister Jack Thornton 
Katy Mahon Kathy Weiand 
Mike McCollum Wynn-Haven Family 
Cindy Mohr Elaine Waugh 

Prayer requests are updated weekly from our 
Prayers & Love Facebook page and phone calls. 

 

 

 

 

 

September 16 – Olivia Hockenbrock 

September 17 – Joanne Brittain 

September 18 – Eric Barrall 

September 18 – Terri Fisher 

September 23 – Crystal Reid 

 
 
Thanks for all you do in support of the Emergency 
Pantry here at Saint Paul’s.  The pantry is being used 
often by many families in our community who have a 
need.   Additionally, numbers of families registering 
and coming to Fresh Express are climbing.  We, Saint 
Paul’s, do this by you being the church - volunteering 
your time, talent, and resources with these ministries.  
Thank you for being the church in this manner. 

Please continue to use the little red wagon to drop off 
non-perishable food donations, and you may drop 
gas or grocery gift cards in the offering plate or in the 
office.  Every little bit helps and as the saying goes, “to 
the world it may not be much, but to the family whom we 
are able to assist it may be the world.” 
#spucconthejourneytogether 
 
Fresh Express Food Distribution 
Thursdays, September 22 and October 13   1-5 p.m. 
(Info Contact:  Earl Fisher, Al Henry, Beth Vincent) 

Sharing Our Tables Community Meal 
Sunday, November 13   4-5 p.m. 
(Info Contact: Shelly Sholley or Floyd Merritt) 
 
 

Want to dig a bit deeper into scripture or current 
event discussions?  Check out some of our Christian 
Education offerings currently being presented. 

Sunday Morning Jump Start - (an adult Sunday 
School class) gathering in the Parlor at 9:15 a.m. each 
week for a text discussion to start your day.   

Children’s Church & Nursery - Younger children 
may go to the nursery if parents choose.  The nursery 
is open and staffed from 9 to 12 each Sunday morning. 

Confirmation class - has begun and the Confirmands 
are currently gathering to discuss major world 
religions with the help of Barbara Brown Taylor’s: 
“Holy Envy” and some special guest visitors.  If you 
would like to help by contributing a Sunday evening 
meal or be a confirmation volunteer or sponsor.  
Please reach out to Pastor Tim. 

Youth & Family Gatherings - every 2nd and 4th 
Sunday evenings at 5.  You will be welcome to join the 
Confirmands for dinner before Colleen leads the 
group in a time of lessons and crafts.  Our next 
gathering will be Sunday, September 25.  See you at 
5 p.m.  

Would You Join Us in Praying For… 

On the Journey Together 

Saint Paul’s Birthdays 

Peace, Pastor Tim 

Forming our Faith 



 

Stop by the “Directory” table in the Narthex on 
Sunday morning to review/update your 
information and to get your picture taken as we 
continue to update our Engage Online Directory. 

Monday Morning Reflections -Exploring our Biblical 
texts in today’s world each Monday morning at 10:30 
a.m. in the Parlor with Pastor Tim. 

Wednesday Interactive -6:05 You are invited to join 
us as we read, listen, and discuss Brian McClarren’s 
“Why Don’t They Get It? Overcoming Bias in Others 
(and Yourself)” It’s turning into quite an interesting 
discussion and it is open to everyone.  There is not a 
lot of reading, and you can be as open and honest and 
participate as little or as much as you want as we 
discuss seeing the world through our own biases and 
seeking to understand.  Bring your dinner, snacks, or 
drink and just come and be a part of this great group. 

 

 
Music is an integral part of who we are at Saint Paul’s 
and Choir season just makes that extra special. You 
are invited to join any of our musical groups. (Info 
Contact:  Russ Wynn & Sharon Styer) 

Chancel Choir - all are welcome as we rehearse 9 a.m. 
Sundays in the Sanctuary. 

Children’s Choir – all children ages Kindergarten to 
Grade 5 practice weekly at 10 a.m. beginning 
September 18 in the choir room.   

Bell Choir – Russ is formulating plans for practice 
and worship.  There’s still time to join the group.  
Reach out to Russ for more information and rehearsal 
plans. 

 

 

Thank you to all who made our 2022 Homecoming 
Sunday so very special.  We welcomed 11 visitors, 
worshipped with 118 people and about 100 of us 
gathered around the table for a great lunch!  Thank 
you choir for your return and leading us in worship, 
thank you kitchen crew for the great meatloaf, thank 
you members and friends who helped make everyone 
feel welcome and thank you to the Holy for all the 
blessings each and every part of the day brought to 
us.  Here’s to a great 2022/2023 Church Year!  

 

 

Steve Brown, our wonderful Sexton, wishes to 
express his thanks to the Confirmation Class for their 
assistance moving tables and chairs following last 
week’s Homecoming Sunday Luncheon.  Many hands 
do might light work and so do young backs.  Thank 
you class! 

Go Greg Festival - We received a thank you note from 
St. Joseph’s Center Auxiliary which read in part, “We 
are grateful for your generous donation of $3,053, sent in 
honor of Gregory Fleck, to our 2022 Go Joe Bike 
Ride…Your gifts and many others are vital to the funding 
necessary for quality programs and services provided by the 
Center.  We could not do all that we do without you!” 
~Sister Maryalice Jacquinot, President/CEO 

Staff Appreciation – Donna, Russ, Sharon, Steve, and 
Bob wish express their gratitude to their Saint Paul’s 
family for the gift cards and notes of thanks received 
in appreciation for their service.  They all share the 
sentiment that this is not a job but rather a family 
working together.  

Thank You 

Gifts to Share 



 

 

 
Coffee Hour and Breakfast - this Sunday featuring 
Diane Bettleyon’s famous Sausage Gravy and 
Biscuits.  While all our breakfasts and coffee hours 
don’t need to be this big, although we appreciate it 
when it is, if you are willing to sponsor coffee hour, 
please sign up in the Fellowship Hall on the stand by 
the Coffee Table.  Be as creative as you like. 
  
New Member Sunday… Our next new member 
Sunday is September 25.  Full membership is open to 
all through profession of faith, membership transfer 
from another denomination, another UCC church, or 
membership renewal.  In the UCC we also offer 
Associate Memberships for those who choose to 
maintain their membership in another church or 
denomination and would like to associate with Saint 
Paul’s.  At Saint Paul’s, membership is not required, 
however, it does offer the privilege of voting on 
church matters and serving on the church’s 
Consistory, governing board.  Whatever you may 
choose, please know you are considered family here.  
To learn more or have a conversation about 
membership and what membership means to your 
Saint Paul’s family, please reach out to Pastor Tim, 
either by email pastortim@spuccwm.org or contact 
him at the church office 570-568-1433.  
 
Flu Shots will be available from our resident 
Pharmacist, Brad Gill, again on Sunday, September 18, 
in the office, 30 minutes prior to worship and 15 minutes 
immediately following worship.  Please bring your 
insurance card with you.  Covid-19 booster shots will be 
also offered as soon as they are available.  Please watch 
this space for more information. 
 
The 2022 Harvest Festival Parade is Saturday! Float 
assembly will take place Saturday morning at the 
church from 7 a.m. to noon.  All are welcome to help 
with this final float preparation as well as walking the 
parade route!  The parade steps off at 1 p.m. north of 
Milton and ends at Conagra south of Milton.  Our float 
theme is “Somewhere over the rainbow, we’re 
Harvesting Milton’s Future.” 

 

 

September 18, 2022 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
“Hospitality 101” 
I Corinthians 1:4-11; Matthew 6:25-34 
Lector:  Dave Muffley 
Acolyte:  Riley Gill 
Flowers:  Earl Fisher 
Offering Counter:  E. Fisher; D. Spear 

September 25, 2922 – New Member Sunday 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
“Life’s Amenities” 
Romans 15:1-7; Matthew 25:34-40 
Lector:  Amy Armstrong 
Acolyte:  Lillie Franciscus 
Flowers:  Donna Spear 
Offering Counter:  S. Brown; D. Spear 
 
September Worship Leader:  Lisa Bernard 
September Greeter/Usher Team:  Bill & Lisa Bernard, 
Dave & Barb Wagner, Rhonda Newton, Sue Mahon, 
Chris Warner 
 
 
 
Giving of Time, Talents and Offerings: 
To all who offer their time, talents and gifts to create 
this community, our special thanks!  It is good always 
and everywhere to give thanks to God. 

Gifts & Offerings September 11, 2022 
Attendance In Person:  118 (11 visitors) 
Attendance on LIVE:  3219 
Virtual Reach:  3,014 
Christian Education:  31 
Plate Giving  $      914.00 
Loose Plate  $      309.00 
Online Giving  $      782.22   
Operational Total $   2,032.22 
Restricted Giving $        20.00  
Total Giving  $   2,052.22 
 
 
 

Thurs., Sept. 15    Harvest Festival Pops Concert 7pm 

Sat., Sept. 17 Harvest Festival Parade 1pm 
Sun., Sept. 18 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 9am 
 Children’s Choir Rehearsal 10am 
 Confirmation Class 5 pm 
Mon., Sept. 19 Monday Morning Reflections 10:30am 
Tues., Sept. 20 Consistory 6:30pm 
Wed., Sept. 21 Staff Meeting 11 am 
Wed., Sept. 21 Interactive Bible Study 6:05pm 
Thurs., Sept. 22 Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5 
Sat., Sept. 24 Fall Clean Up Day 
Sun., Sept. 25 New Member Sunday 
Mon., Sept. 26 Monday Morning Reflections 10:30am 
Tues., Sept. 27 Lifeline Screening 
Wed., Sept. 28 Bloodmobile and Canteen 1-6pm 
Sat., Oct. 1 All Church Hayride 4pm 
Sun. Oct. 9 Pet Blessing 4:30pm 
Sat. Oct. 22 Trunk or Treat 5pm 

visit https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar 

Saint Paul’s Events 

Ways to Connect 

Stewardship 

Upcoming Worship 

mailto:pastortim@spuccwm.org
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