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Dear Faith Family, 

There were a few reactions to last Sunday’s message, 
most of them very positive.  One question I received 
was whether or not I was upset or hurt by the 
‘rumor.’  (If you missed last Sunday’s service, check 
out Facebook, YouTube or Saint Paul’s Webpage for 
a link to the LIVE Stream.)  And the answer to that 
was absolutely not!  I was very much at peace with 
the message I truly felt the Holy had put on my 
heart.  It was a joy to share.  The goal was to say, no 
matter who is telling us “you can’t,” “you won’t,” 
“why would you,” “you’re doing it wrong”…we are 
going to follow where God leads, and that felt like 
the message of the Beatitudes that long had me 
wrestling with what each one meant.  I realized they 
all pointed to a life of service in Christ, and they all 
give us hope to push on to do whatever it takes to 
serve and follow, even when it’s not easy. 

After the message, “You Call This Being Blessed,” I 
also received a note from a lifelong member of the 
church saying that the message was meaningful in 
that it “Brought the past, the present, and the future 
of Saint Paul’s into perspective.” I smiled.  The intent 
of the sermon was to say, sometimes we squirm and 
wonder about the Beatitudes.  At least I do.  And to 
think yes, you will be persecuted and talked about 
for doing things that broaden the access to Jesus, 
that open the church to more and more in the 
community, but you will be blessed because you are 
doing it for no other reason than to serve God and 
one another from a place of love. 

That was the intent of the message.  Yet, as I said in 
the message, that’s who Saint Paul’s has been for its 
history.  Even ten years ago, when things seemed 
dire and it was thought the church may close, there 
was a great desire to continue to serve the 
community, and so the closure didn’t happen.  
Although fewer than 20 members remained, they 
really sought to figure out how to grow the church.  
It wasn’t until a few years later they began to see and 
experience growth - not by going out and inviting 
people to come to church (although that is always an 
option) - they tried, instead, to serve the community.  
Being the church to the broader community, not just 

inside the walls of the building.  In fact, Chip, my 
mother and I ended up here because a dear, sweet 
member heard our church - the church I had served 
for five years – would not let us be married in that 
building.  And so, that member heard of our plight, 
and invited us to be wed at Saint Paul’s on High 
Street.  Although we weren’t able to be wed there, 
that lovely invitation led us here to this church, 
during a time shortly after that when we were 
seeking a church. 

I remember one Sunday, very early on in my 
pastorate here, that a group of our kids and parents 
got together and set up a hot dog and lemonade 
stand down by 642 and raised money to dig a well 
for a community in Africa.  The kids had a great time 
and helped teach others what it was like to serve, 
through service.  They were able to raise enough 
money to build a well and we celebrated.  I believe 
that was a turning point in Saint Paul’s history when 
we began to notice a big change returning to a 
church of service in the community.  It allowed us to 
live more into who the church had been for years - a 
church of service.  Even when the number of 
members was dwindling, this church gave to a then-
hurting Transitions Ministry, to help supply paper 
products.  Even when they couldn’t give out 
groceries monthly, they still supplied ten families 
with groceries or food baskets a few times a year.  
No matter the size of Saint Paul’s active 
congregation over the years, they have always tried 
to serve others.  Whether they were averaging 140 or 
150 in the 1960s or 14 in the early 2016, the spirit of 
Saint Paul’s was to serve everyone they could.  It’s 
what led them to build more of a physical presence 
to allow them to serve more, many times over the 
123-year history of Saint Paul’s.  It’s who they were, 
and I believe we have returned to being for the 
purpose of serving first and foremost. And we’ve all 
learned and are learning along the way and it is 
amazing to be a part of it. 

I shared in my sermon Sunday, if someone asks you 
if we’re building “a big church,” our response is: 

▪ “No.  We are building a hospital to offer a 
healing space to those hurting.” 

▪ “No.  We are building a rehabilitation center 
for those disenfranchised by the world and 
even sometimes by other followers.” 
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Peace, Pastor Tim 

▪ “No.  We are building a kitchen and dining 
room big enough for the community to come 
together at the table, to feed all who hunger, 
and be open to all in need.” 

That’s what we are building. And it’s not for any one 
person or anything other than to serve.  The moment 
it becomes something different than that, that is the 
moment we falter.  It won’t be easy.  People will 
apply the world’s standards and their own biases as 
they judge and point and talk. 

But isn’t that exactly what Jesus said in the 
Beatitudes would happen? 

So, yes, to do whatever we do, wherever we are to 
do it, I would call “being blessed.”  Thanks be to 
God.   

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Word, Wine, and Wisdom 

Join your Saint Paul’s Family on Friday, 
February 24, at Union Cellars, Lewisburg.  
Drop in anytime between 4 and 7 p.m.  
This is a brand new gathering which 
combines fellowship and conversation 
and an opportunity to get to know each other better.   

Saint Paul’s Spaghetti on the Farm 
and Talent Round Up 

While Chip Palazzo fires up the Mama Palazzo 
meatball recipe, Gloria Lehman is throwing some 
shade, and shared, “the Palazzo’s won’t be the only 
ones cooking something up.”  This annual event is 
Sunday, February 19, beginning at 5:30 p.m.  Start 
planning now for the talent/gift you would like to 
share and contact Gloria or Russ about talent and let 

Donna know if you can bring a dessert to share. Let’s 
make this the biggest and best talent show and 
spaghetti dinner yet! 

By the way, do you know why this event ocurrs on 
the Sunday it does? It’s because it’s the last Sunday 
before Lent begins and that is the way we celebrate 
and prepare for a reflective season ahead.  

 

 

SOT - Calling all Brownie Makers & 
Volunteers, too 

The next “Sharing Our Tables” Community Meal is 

Sunday, February 12, from 4-5 p.m. and your help 

with providing brownies for the meal is being 

requested.  If this is something you wish to help 

with, please sign up in the Narthex on Sunday 

morning. As always, thank you ALL for all you do 

in love and support of all our neighbors. 

February Little Red Wagon 
For the month of February, our Emergency Food 
Pantry is in need of a bit of restocking.  If you wish 
to help our neighbors and families in need, please 
consider picking up a few extra items on your next 
grocery shopping trip and placing them in the little 
red wagon in the Narthex anytime during the week 
or on Sunday morning.  Your help in this way will 
go a long way to showing God’s love to others. Here 
are the items that are needed: 

Apple Sauce Peanut Butter 

Grape or Strawberry Jelly Canned Chicken 

Box Mac and Cheese Instant Potatoes 

Canned Mandarin Oranges Toilet Paper 

Dish Soap Laundry Detergent 

Paper Towels Toothpaste 

 
 
 
 
February 7 – Happy Birthday Geri Neese 
February 9 – Happy Birthday Makaila Huff 
February 14 – Happy Anniversary to 
                  Diane & Dick Bettleyon 
                  Carol & Bobby Snyder 
February 18 – Happy Birthday David Kazibwe 

 

Linda Beaver Joanna Johnson 

Judy Brown The Leeser Family 

Heather Counsil Katy Mahon 

Family of Jerry Deweese Kasey Milheim 

The Engle Family Ruby Mitch 

Gail Ernest Newton/Anderson Family 

Dave Fulton Mary Renninger 

April Giumento Valerie Ritter 

Greyson Greenawalt Chuck Schworer 

Dave Humphries Wynn-Haven Family 

On the Journey Together 

Would You Join Us in Praying For… 

Sharing Our Gifts 

Saint Paul’s Celebrations 



 

 

 
Gifts & Offerings January 29, 2023 

To all who offer their time, talents and gifts to create 
this community, our special thanks!  It is good 
always and everywhere to give thanks to God.  

Attendance on LIVE:  432 
Virtual Reach:  3,096 
Attendance In Person:   113 (2 Visitors) 
Christian Formation:  23 
Plate Giving  $   3,707.00 
Loose Plate  $      105.00 
Online Giving  $      572.22 
Operational Total $   4,384.22  
Restricted Giving $        35.00  
Total Giving  $   4,419.22 

Financial Best Practices 

Recently, we received a questionnaire on “Healthy 
Church Financial Practices” from our Conference 
Offices. As we read through the questions, of the 31 
we were able to answer 30 of them in the affirmative 
to practices we have in place. However, we 
wondered how many of you know the financial 
practices of your faith community? We thought it’s 
something you might want to know and we would 
share a few each week.  To start, here are a few 
questions they asked: 

1. Who oversees the Financials of your Church?   

2. What is the separation of duties? 

The answers: Financials are overseen in this faith 
community by a Bookkeeper, a Church Treasurer, a 
Financial Secretary, reviewed by the 12-member 
Consistory Board monthly and the Pastor.  And as 
for separation of duties, no one who counts money 
is permitted to be a check signer (aka, no one ever 
accounts for income that is involved in 
disbursements). As an aside, all checks must have 
two signers. The Bookkeeper and Financial 
Secretary are responsible for accounting for 
incoming funds (including a team of 6 counters 
rotating weekly) and the Treasurer reviews all 
invoices, bank reconciliations, and financial 
reporting, before certifying financials monthly for 
our Consistory and Pastor.   

Stay tuned for another Financial Best Practices 
article in the coming weeks. 

 

 

 

February 5, 2023 – Communion Sunday 
Fourth Sunday After Epiphany 
“Breathe” 
Isaiah 58:1-9a; Matthew 5:13-20 
Worship Leader:  Kelly Kazibwe 
Lector:  Amy Armstrong 
Acolyte:  Riley Gill 
Flowers:  Carol Oberlin 
Coffee Hour Sponsor: Sharon & Kevin Styer 
Offering Counter:  E. Fisher; D. Spear 

February 12, 2023 
Fifth Sunday After Epiphany 
“This is Getting Serious” 
I Corinthians 3:1-9; Matthew 5:21-37 
Worship Leader:  Kelly Kazibwe 
Lector:  Dane Santos 
Acolyte:  Emerson Counsil 
Flowers:  Diane Bettleyon 
Coffee Hour Sponsor: Available 
Offering Counter:  S. Brown; D. Spear 

February Greeter/Usher Team: Richard & 
Amy Armstrong, Earl & Terri Fisher, Amy Mahon, 
Sue Mahon, Judy Brown 
 
 
 
A new article you will see in the Possibilities is our 

“Weekly Way Forward Update.”  This week we 

share that our application with the Church Building 

and Loan Fund organization has been completed, 

and we are awaiting a meeting to be scheduled to 

review ways this UCC organization may be helpful 

in our way forward. This team advises on every step 

of the process as much or as little as we need at no 

cost. After completing the application and 

supplying 80 pages of documentation, we feel fully 

prepared to meet with CB&LF.  Our land purchase 

has a contingency clause dependent upon a 

feasibility study. The Consistory approved the 

expense, and we await the final report. Please watch 

for additional updates and listen in during 

announcements Sunday morning for a “2-minute 

weekly update,” where Brad, Lisa, or Pastor Tim 

will provide any new information verbally.  Just to 

ensure we are keeping everyone informed as we 

seek to discern how God calls us forward to serve 

God’s people and be the church!  Please keep us in 

your prayers.   

Upcoming Worship Stewardship 

WWF Update 

For all of Saint Paul’s Events for Worship, Fellowship, 
and Serving, please visit our online calendar of events 
at:  https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar  

https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar


 

 
 
 
 

Faith Formation 

o Sunday Morning Jump-Start – Meeting at 9:15 
a.m. in the Parlor 

o Children’s Church (ages 3 to 2nd grade) – during 
a portion of our 10:30 a.m. Worship 

o Confirmation – Meeting at 5 p.m. each Sunday 
evening through May 

o Youth & Family Gatherings – 2nd and 4th 
Sundays at 5 to 7 p.m.    February 12 & 26 

o (New) Quarterly Special Events – 2nd to 5th 
graders, select Sundays 5 to 7 p.m. 

o Monday Morning Reflections – Meeting at 11 
a.m. in the Parlor 

o Wednesday Interactive – Meeting at 6:05 p.m. in 
the Parlor.  We have just viewed Season 3, Episode 2 
of the Chosen in our Wednesday evening gathering. 
The conversation and the spirit in the room was very 
Holy and powerful, and it truly gave aspect to where 
two are three are gathered (there were seven).  We 
related Jesus to our own lives, and discovered our ever-
evolving relationship with God.  It was safe space for 
us to explore together and share or sit quietly and 
listen.  Please know that all are welcome, and if this 
gathering doesn’t fit your schedule, there is Sunday 
morning, Monday morning, and fourth Friday 
evenings for some amazing time together.  Check out 
the listings and reach out to Pastor Tim if you want to 
ask questions or even get caught up on the Chosen. 
You’re welcome to just jump in any time as well.  If 
you have other ideas or suggestions, please reach out. 

o Fourth Friday Word, Wine & Wisdom – Begins 
Friday, February 24, drop in anytime between 
4:30 and 6:30 p.m. at Union Cellars, Lewisburg.  
This is a brand new gathering which combines 
fellowship and conversation and an opportunity 
to get to know each other better.  All are welcome. 

Music 

o Chancel Choir – Rehearsing at 9 a.m. on 
Sundays in the Sanctuary choir loft. 

o Bell Choir – Wednesdays at 5 p.m. in the Music 
Room.  Returning in March. 

o Children’s Choir –Each Sunday morning at 10 
a.m. in the music room 

Fellowship 

o Sunday Morning Coffee Hour – Every Sunday 
10 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 

o Faith Family Meal – 4th Sunday of each month 
immediately following Worship.  Our next meal 
together is Sunday, February 19, at 5:30 p.m. 
Spaghetti and Meatballs, with our Annual Saint 
Paul’s Talent Show following. 

o Friends Who Breakfast – 2nd or 3rd Wednesdays 
at 9:30 a.m. (returning March 2023) 

o Community Research Project – Dates & Times TBD  

A Way to Serve Others 

o Volunteer Monday – from noon to 2 p.m.  Every 
level of assistance is needed, and we have a 
great time in fellowship and laughter. Come, roll 
up your sleeves and get the week started with 
us. 

o Blood Mobile Canteen – Select Wednesdays 
(every other month) and scheduled again for 
March 29 from 1 to 6 p.m. 

o Fresh Express – 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays of every month and scheduled next 
for February 9 and 23. 

o The Little Red Wagon – Available weekly in 
support of our emergency food pantry and 
neighborhood needs 

o Sharing Our Tables – Bi-monthly community 
meal program in conjuntion with area churches 
and scheduled again for Sunday, February 12 

 
 
 
From the Campus Theater, Lewisburg … “Thank you 
for participating in our food drive during our free Holiday 
movies again!  We really appreciate the quick pick up of 
canned items.” ~Gabriele Antensteiner 

From Nancy and Karl Sampsell … “Dear Saint Paul’s 
Family, Thank you for the cheery Christmas arrangement.  
Much enjoyment was received over several weeks as they 
occupied a place at the kitchen table.  And the turkey and 
waffle dinners were enjoyed and very much appreciated.” 

From Life Line Screening … Thank you for opening your 
doors for our community health screening in your area.  It is 
because of your generosity that Life Line Screening is able to 
bring these health screenings into your community and for 
that, we are very appreciative.” ~Megan Schirtzinger, 
Health Services Coordinator 

From the Red Cross … “Saint Pauls United Church of 
Christ held 6 blood drives in 2022 and collected 198 units of 
blood.  The 198 units impacted up to 594 lives.  Thank you 
for your dedication.” ~Leon Tillman, Donor Services 
Recruitment 

Faith & Family -Time & Talents 
#spucconthejourneytogether 

Thank Yous 


