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Dear Faith Family,  

God moments.  On Sunday morning, Barb Wagner 
mentioned a God moment concerning a woman who 
came to the Sharing Our Tables community meal on 
Saturday.  She mentioned that a woman had stopped 
her and thanked her for serving them on “real plates.”  
Last week, a gentleman came to the emergency pantry 
for food and saw that we had toothbrushes and a couple 
of tubes of tooth paste there, his eyes widened when he 
saw them and asked me somewhat excitedly, “May I 
have a toothbrush and a tube of toothpaste?”  In 
speaking with someone who leads multiple community 
organizations, we talked about how we often don’t 
realize how many homeless are in our area or how 
many people can’t work because of lack of affordable 
child care options, or if they work, even full-time, 
making $15 an hour, when milk is nearly $5 a gallon and 
it is difficult to find housing, even small rentals for 
under $1,000 in the area, you quickly realize 40 hours 
brings in about $1,860 a month and what happens when 
it costs $800 to fill an oil tank for heat for the winter, and 
your $15 an hour job knocks you out of any assistance?  
(Granted, there are programs to connect folks with help, 
but that’s all a lot!)  Many things, many of us take for 
granted, or don’t have to deal with so we don’t truly 
understand.  

In my conversation earlier this week, we began talking 
about a local sports team and many of the kids who 
didn’t have healthy food options and several didn’t 
have food, period.  We don’t see that.  We see a group of 
students playing a sport they love, giving it their all, in 
a beautiful, well-appointed sports complex and we 
don’t think about the fact they may need food or have 
had to choose between food on the table and playing a 
sport. 

Maybe you ask, what’s the point?  And I guess 
sometimes, at least for me, it can all become 
overwhelming.  So, we must think of it as one thing at a 
time.  We need to think about how to serve our 
neighbors, one group at a time.   This week, one member 
brought in two cases of donated toothbrushes, another 
member brought in rolls of toilet tissue, another brought 
in items from our food list in the bulletin.  Every. Little. 
Bit. Helps.   

As I was speaking to this local community leader, we 
talked about the responsibilities of the church.  We 
talked about how it’s not about recognition or getting 
our name out there – it IS about doing what needs to be 
done.  As needs arise, we consider how we may respond 
and act any time we are able.  

At Saint Paul’s, we are blessed.  We have a great 
community of people who are willing to help where 
they can, and I continually am reminded in the greater 
scheme of life, maybe it’s not a lot, but to someone in 
need it is tremendous when we can help.  I go back to 
my friend and great mentor who used to say her dream 
for a church was to pass the plate on Sunday morning 
and if someone had to give, they gave, and if someone 
needed, they could take what they needed and together 
we cared for one another.   

It seems to me there are examples of that way of life all 
around us, yet many times we have a bit of fear 
associated with it. If I give, well I may not have enough.  
If I serve on real plates, then I will have to wash them.  If 
I take time to help feed the team, then I need to adjust 
my schedule.  And yes, I believe God calls us to get out 
of our own way and try to see things differently, from 
others’ perspectives.  And yes, sometimes that may be 
uncomfortable for us. 

Paul says to the people of Galatia, “Carry each other’s 
burdens and you will fulfill the law (what Christ desired 
of us) of Christ.”  (Gal. 6:2)  In Hebrews, he writes: 
“Don’t forget to do good and share what you have as 
God is pleased with these kinds of sacrifices.” And then 
in Matthew we find: “Give to those who ask and don’t 
forget to give to those who wish to borrow from you.” 
And it is all forever rooted in Jesus’ commandment to us 
all, “This is my commandment that you love each other 
just as I have loved you.” (John 15:12). And when we 
want to respond, “But Jesus, you loved us enough to 
give your life for us.” All I can hear is, “Exactly.”   

What I’m saying is not that we must die for one another, 
what I am saying is the need is great, so let us do all we 
can, whenever we can, with all we have.  May it be so 
dear Lord, may it be so.  Plug in where you can, if you 
have an idea and we can get the support offer it and let’s 
share it.  If you see a way you feel you can participate, 
come join in.  God has given us an awesome 
opportunity to get closer to Jesus through serving our 
neighbors, may we live into that opportunity in all the 
ways we can, always.    

Powered by Grace and Coffee 
                                          Pastor Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 

 

Peace, Pastor Tim 



 

 

 

Jo Beatty Mary Renninger 
Linda Beaver Dennis Rupert 
Colleen Davidson Jan & Larry Seibert 
Gail Earnest Wayne & Nancy Stahl 
Autumn Faust Nancy Stahlnecker 
Greyson Greenawalt Sharon Styer 
Kiana Kautz Kathy Weiand 
Katy Mahon Dave Wagner 
Mike McCollum Wynn-Haven Family 
Penny Parks-Dean Elaine Waugh & Gary O’Neill 
Cindy Mohr Family of Pam Young 

Prayer requests are updated weekly from our 
Prayers & Love Facebook page and phone calls. 

“Our prayers may be awkward. Our attempts may be 
feeble. But since the power of prayer is in the one who hears 
it and not the one who says it, our prayers do make a 
difference.“  ~ M. Lucado 

 

 

Saint Paul’s Emergency Food Pantry…  Thank you 
for all you do to assist in helping to keep our pantry 
well stocked for our neighbors in need.  Your 
contributions are always appreciated. Items may be 
dropped off at the red wagon in the Narthex on 
Sunday mornings or during the week during office 
hours.  Our current needs include:  

Fruit Cups Knorr Side Dishes 
Canned Tuna Apple Sauce 
Macaroni Drink Mixes/Kool-Aid 
Rice-a-Roni Laundry Soap 
Hamburger Helper Toilet Paper 

We also continue to collect gas cards… for local 
stations, as it supports members and friends in the 
community who may need a helping hand.  Drop in 
the offering plate on Sunday morning or in the church 
office throughout the week. You’ve responded in 
amazing ways as we continue to serve others.  
#spucconthejourneytogether 

Fresh Express Food Distribution 
Thursday, September 8 & September 22, 1-5 p.m. 
(Info Contact:  Earl Fisher, Al Henry, Beth Vincent) 

Sharing Our Tables Community Meal 
Next date to be announced 
(Info Contact: Shelly Sholley or Floyd Merritt) 
 

 
 

You are invited to join any of Saint Paul’s Christian 
Education groups. 

Sunday Morning Jump Start, (an adult Sunday School 
class) gathering in the Parlor at 9:15 a.m. each week for 
a text discussion to start your day.  This class resumes 
meeting on September 4. 

Children’s Church & Nursery - Sunday Mornings 
Following the “Time with Our Children” in worship, 
the children (age 3 – grade 2) may go back to their 
classroom for a lesson and activity. Younger children 
may go to the nursery if parents choose. (Info Contact:  
Colleen Franciscus) 

Confirmation – Sundays 5 p.m. 
“Holy Envy” to “The Chosen” will be explored, along 
with field trips, guest speakers, and fun along the 
way.  Confirmation class is ages 13-18. 
(Info Contact: Pastor Tim) 

Youth & Family Gatherings – 2nd and 4th Sunday 
evenings.  These evenings will include snacks, crafts, 
lessons, and activities for all children and families ages 
toddler to 5th grade.  Our first gathering is Sunday, 
September 11 at 5 p.m. where our evening will include 
a discussion with parents about time for gathering.  All 
are welcome! (Info contact: Colleen Franciscus) 

Monday Morning Reflection: Exploring our Biblical 
Texts in today’s world.  Beginning September 12, at 
10:30 a.m. in the Parlor with Pastor Tim.   

Wednesday Interactive beginning September 7 at 6:05 
p.m. weekly in the Parlor. Bring your dinner, something 
to drink or a dessert to share as we gather for our weekly 
discussion.  The upcoming book for this fall is a Brian 
McLaren ebook: “Why Don’t They Get It? Overcoming 
Bias in Others (and Yourself).” (print copies can be 
provided if needed) This “Interactive” will run 
Wednesday evenings through October.   

 

Would You Join Us in Praying For… 

Ways to Serve 

Forming our Faith 

Job Opening:  

Saint Paul’s is looking for a Nursery Attendant, hours 

8:45 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. each Sunday morning.  This will 

be a paid position.   

Additionally, we are seeking two additional volunteers 

weekly to assist with children’s church and the nursery.   

Please see Colleen Franciscus, Brad Gill, or Pastor Tim 

to learn more about the open position or for the volunteer 

sign-up information. 



 

 

 
It takes many hands to be the church in worship…we 
need and rely on the talents of Greeters, Ushers, 
Lectors, Lay Leaders, and Communion Servers, to 
help make Saint Paul’s all it is and can be, the people’s 
church, the church for all people.  Please ensure you 
complete and update your Engage information at the 
table in the Narthex to add to or update the talent 
survey and ensure we have all yours and your 
family’s information correct, along with a picture for 
the directory.  Your talents and time are greatly 
appreciated as we strive to be the best we can be 
welcoming all.   
 
Additionally, music is an integral part of who we are 
at Saint Paul’s and Choir season just makes that extra 
special. You are invited to join any of our musical 
groups. (Info Contact:  Russ Wynn & Sharon Styer) 
 
Chancel Choir - all are welcome as we begin rehearsal 
at 9 a.m. on Sunday, September 4 in the Sanctuary. 
 
Children’s Choir – all children ages Kindergarten to 
Grade 5 practice weekly at 10 a.m. beginning 
September 18 in the choir room.   
 
Bell Choir – forming now.  Please reach out to Russ 
Wynn to express interest or learn more. 

 
 
 

 
The children have invited their 
friends to join them by special 
invitation for Homecoming Sunday, September 11. 
Have you decided who you will invite to join you next 
Sunday for a celebration and kickoff of events for the 
upcoming church year.  The chancel choir returns to 
sing, Sunday School returns, we worship, and then 
enjoy a delicious traditional homecoming potluck lunch 
together.  Main dish is provided, just bring your favorite 
side dish to share! 

Coffee Hour and Breakfast Returns Sunday, 
September 4. Head back to Fellowship Hall before 
and after worship to enjoy a time of fellowship.  If you 
would like to sponsor the “snacks” on any given 
Sunday, there’s a signup sheet next to the coffee bar, 
or talk with Diane Bettleyon about how you can help. 
  

New Member Sunday… Our next new member 
Sunday is September 25.  Full membership is open to 
all through profession of faith, membership transfer 
from another denomination, or membership renewal.  
In the UCC we also offer Associate Memberships for 
those who choose to maintain their membership in 
another church or denomination and would like to 
associate with Saint Paul’s.  At Saint Paul’s, 
membership is not required, however, it does offer 
the privilege of voting on church matters and serving 
on the church’s Consistory, governing board.  
Whatever you may choose, please know you are 
considered family here.  To learn more or have a 
conversation about membership and what 
membership means to your Saint Paul’s family, please 
reach out to Pastor Tim, either by email 
pastortim@spuccwm.org or contact him at the church 
office 570-568-1433.  
 
Saint Paul’s Directory…  An easy way to connect 

with our church family is Engage, an 
online directory of Saint Paul’s family and 
friends.  All you need to do is create your 
safe and secure account to get connected.  

Engage provides you with names, addresses, phone 
numbers, and emails so that you can reach out, check 
in, or send notes or cards.  Stop by the “Saint Paul’s 
Directory” table in the Narthex.  There you will have 
an opportunity to: 

• review your information 
• make any needed updates 
• get your directory picture taken  
• setup your Engage account 

 
Flu Shots will be available from our resident 
Pharmacist, Brad Gill, beginning this Sunday, 
September 4, in the office, 30 minutes prior to worship 
and 15 minutes immediately following worship.  Please 
bring your insurance card with you.  Covid-19 booster 
shots will be also offered as soon as they are available.  
Please watch this space for more information. 
 
The 2022 Harvest Festival is just a few weeks away and 
float builders and walkers are invited to participate!  
This year’s theme, Harvesting Our Future has been 
cleverly designed into our float by Kevin and Sharon 
Styer.  It promises to be a very fun time and we hope 
you will join us.  Please let Donna know, via the church 
office, if you are able to help in any way.  The parade 
takes place Saturday, September 17, just a few weeks 
away. 
 

Ways to Connect 

Gifts to Share 

mailto:pastortim@spuccwm.org


 

Coming Tuesday, September 13 … The Oaks, a 
morning of games, food, and conversation at United in 
Christ Lutheran, with this month’s guest speaker, Brad 
Gill, pharmacist.   
 
Friends Who Breakfast next gathering is Wednesday, 
September 14, at 9:30 a.m. at the Silver Moon Restaurant.  
This fellowship opportunity is open to all.  Contact 
Merle Kay Englehart with questions or say you’ll come. 
 

#seeyouinchurch #spucconthejourneytogether 

 

 

Sun., Sept. 4 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 9am 
Sun., Sept. 4 Jump Start Sunday School 9:15am 
Sun., Sept. 4 Breakfast in Fellowship Hall 10am 
Mon., Sept. 5 Church Office Closed for Labor Day 
Wed., Sept. 7 Interactive Book Study 6:05 pm 
Thurs., Sept. 8 Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5 
Sun., Sept. 11 Homecoming Sunday!! 
 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 8:50am 
 Jump Start Sunday School 9:15am 
 All Church Potluck Lunch noon 
 Youth & Families Kick Off 5 pm 
 Confirmation Class 5 pm 
Mon., Sept. 12 Monday Morning Reflections 10:30am 
Tues., Sept. 13 OAKS at UIC 10am 
Wed., Sept. 14 Friends Who Breakfast 9:30am 
Thurs., Sept. 15 Harvest Festival Pops Concert 7 pm 
Sat., Sept. 17 Harvest Festival Parade 1pm 
Tues., Sept. 20 Consistory 6:30pm 
Thurs., Sept. 22 Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5 
Sun., Sept. 25 New Member Sunday 
Tues., Sept. 27 Lifeline Screening 
Wed., Sept. 28 Bloodmobile and Canteen 1-6pm 

visit https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar 

 
 
 
 
September 2 – Kay Korpics 
September 3 – Jack Miller  
September 11 – Merle Kay Englehart 
September 9 – Donna Wynn 
September 10 – Teena Keiser 
 

September 2 – Mike Haven and Russ Wynn 
September 5 – Chris and Tammy Phillips  

 
 
 

September 4, 2022 – Communion Sunday 
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
“Peculiar Concepts” 
Jeremiah 18:1-11; Luke 14:25-33 
Lector:  Elias Franciscus 
Acolyte:  Charley Jo Kister 
Flowers:  Ray Leeser and Children 
Offering Counter:  A. Henry, D. Spear 
 
September 11, 2022 – Homecoming Sunday 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
“There’s No Place Like Home” 
Isaiah 62:1-5; John 14:1-12 
Lector:  Rhonda Newton 
Acolyte:  Bo Gill 
Flowers:  Church 
Offering Counter:  C. Franciscus, D. Spear 
 
September Worship Leader:  Lisa Bernard 
September Greeter/Usher Team:  Bill & Lisa Bernard, 
Dave & Barb Wagner, Rhonda Newton, Sue Mahon, 
Chris Warner 

 
 
 
Giving of Time, Talents and Offerings: 
To all who offer their time, talents and gifts to create 
this community, our special thanks!  It is good always 
and everywhere to give thanks to God. 

Gifts & Offerings August 28, 2022 
Attendance In Person:  91 (9 visitors) 
Attendance on LIVE:  300 
Virtual Reach:  4,917 
 
Plate Giving  $   1,157.00 
Loose Plate  $      138.40 
Online Giving  $   1,894.62   
Operational Total $   3,190.02 
Restricted Giving $      139.00  
Total Giving  $   3,329.02 
 
 
Thirty-six gathered for 
our annual back to 
school swim party 
August 28 at the 
Arnold home.  Pastor 
Tim and Rhett took 
advantage of a perfect 
weather afternoon to 
relax! 

Saint Paul’s Events 

Upcoming Worship 

Stewardship 

Saint Paul’s Birthdays & Anniversaries 

https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar

