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Dear Family, 

“Peace? Have You Seen the World Lately?” That 
was the title I gave to the Daily Item article I wrote 
this week. As our Bible / Book Study began 
Wednesday evening, and I asked for prayer 
requests, I noticed one of the great saints of the 
church sitting with her head in her hands.  She was 
lamenting the loss of life and fighting in Israel and 
the Gaza strip. How may we find peace in the midst 
of this? Born out of all of this was my reflection 
which is republished below.  

The recent events between the Israelis, the 
Palestinians and Hamas have had me thinking a lot 
about peace lately. What is peace? How do we, as 
individuals, define it?  I wonder how can anyone be 
at peace seeing the scenes of devastation in Israel 
and on the Gaza Strip as our brothers and sisters are 
fighting and at war? Peace, when we see the 
devastation in the world around us, even right in 
our own communities where people are hungry, 
hurting, fighting, and guns are being used for 
violence against one another? Peace?  

Yet, as Christians, our belief is that Christ’s words 
on his final days with the disciples as recorded in the 
Gospel of John, means something. In John, chapter 
14 verse 27 of the Common English Bible we find 
Jesus’ words:  

 “Peace, I leave with you; my peace I give 
you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled and do not be afraid.” Peace. 

I have heard many friends and family members 
question, how can we be at peace knowing what is 
going on in the world, knowing and hearing how we 
- right in our own communities - argue and bicker 
over who’s right and who’s wrong? Our nation is 
divided.  Our communities are up in arms. Peace? 

And then I thought of a hymn.  A great hymn - an 
anthem of peace, written in 1955 for an international 
children’s choir.  It was written by a woman who 
described herself as “suicidal” after the failure of her 
marriage. Jill Jackson-Miller is quoted as saying, 
“my life was rescued, there was reason to live, when 

I discovered the life-saving joy of God’s peace 
through unconditional love.”  

What struck me is that she discovered this life-
saving peace through the unconditional love of God.  
It also strikes me that while so much is going on in 
the world around us, peace does begin with us - as 
the song says. God’s unconditional grace and love 
are ours, if we but open ourselves up to it.  

One of my absolute favorite reminders of God’s 
peace given freely to us is found in Paul’s letter to 
the people of Philippi when he writes, 

 “And the peace of God which surpasses all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts and 
minds safe in Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 
4:7, CEB) 

I find this text a great reminder and lesson that we 
must find peace within ourselves first. We must 
know the peace that surpasses all understanding 
and be able to get ourselves to the point of a peaceful 
heart and mind before we can even begin to process 
the events around us in our community and 
throughout the nation and world.  

Above all, that peace, this passage tells me, comes 
from knowing we are unconditionally loved. And 
the more of that love we share with others, the 
stronger our own peace becomes. In a world - and 
even in communities - being torn apart by hate and 
division, I believe the stronger our own base of 
peace can be, the more fearless we become to love 
and serve others.   

 

 

 

Linda Beaver Tony Johnson 
Charlotte Beshore Katy Mahon 
Family of Loella Bishop Family of Charles Page 
The Engle Family Paul Shaner 
Chip Eschbach Flo Warner 
Gail Ernest Thomas Ward, Jr. 
Family of Fred Fisher Family of Corey Wert 
Greyson Greenawalt Lisa Williams 
Liam Haggler Wynn-Haven Family 
Family of Elsie Parks Mental Health Needs 
Joanna Johnson World Peace 

Those with Life-Long Illnesses 

November 3, 2023 

Pastor Tim’s Reflection continues on Page 3 



 

                      The Farm Report  

Updates to our prayer list are made from our Saint Paul’s 
Prayers and Love FB Group, phone calls to the church office, or 

fill out a prayer card located in our sanctuary. 

 

 

 
 

A Quiet Week @ The Farm? 
Never. And we wouldn’t know what to do if we 
didn’t get to have so much commotion around this 
place. This week has been no exception, even though 
it’s not a Fresh Express week, which by the way we 
were blessed to serve our largest number of 
neighbors ever last week at 171 families, there’s still 
lots of activities @ The Farm.  

This week on Monday and Tuesday, a new handicap 
accessible ramp was installed! It is beautiful and in 
about a month it will have handrails on each side of 
it, after it is fully cured. For now, it is usable for 
walking and next week will be usable for Fresh 
Express. Thank you to Tim Creswell and his team 
for the hard work and beautiful ramp.  Additional 
work is being done around our church home as well 
to help us be more accessible to all, including work 
in the women’s restroom. 

Doug Kister happened to drop off new communion 
trays this week as well. With our communion trays 
some 70+ years old they were a little wobbly and 
well Doug being Doug took some “scrap” black 
walnut lumber and turned it into beautiful 
communion trays which are being dedicated to all 
the Saints who have gone before us. What an 
appropriate day to begin using these trays than All 
Saints Sunday, November 5, 2023.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Reba Rhorer, our own artist extraordinaire, nears 
completion of our new mural in the kid’s space. This 
is a project Reba designed for her granddaughter 
originally and adapted for our space and the kids 
enjoyment based off of the text “Follow Me, and I 
will make you fishers of men.”  (Matthew 4:19)  

 
And yes, there’s more work to do and more things 
happening this week and it seems like always at the 
farm. Scott and Tracy are helping to give us a little 
more storage area, so Scott put up a new temp wall 
in our storage area and allowed us to triple our 
storage size, which we needed. And plans are 
underway to get an exhaust hood for the new stove 
in the farm kitchen so we can begin using this 
wonderful gift and to get the new dishwasher up 
and running as well. See what we mean when we 
say there is always something happening @ The 
Farm?  Stop by anytime and join in the fun! 
 

Christening Kyra Grace Richard 
On Sunday, November 12, we, all of us, at Saint 
Paul’s, have the honor and privilege to witness and 
be invited in to help support Kyra and her parents, 
Doug and Morgan, as she is christened Kyra Grace 
Richard, during our worship service. In doing so, 
both her parents and her faith family will make a 
public statement before God and this family to say 
we will surround her and them with our grace, love, 
and support as they raise Kyra surrounded by love. 
What a great day to be at Saint Paul’s and share in 
this celebration of family life @ The Farm. 



 

Peace and Blessings, Pastor Tim 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Talents of a Farmhand? 
To date we have received Talent Surveys back from 39 
families (82 individuals) and there’s still time to get 
those surveys in. While you can always update your 
talents or reach out to let us know of your talents and 
interests, this time of year we like to offer a talent 
survey and ask for updates to personal contact 
information.  This allows us to reach out when there is 
something to be done that you may have interest in 
and is a great way to help serve your neighbors in and 
around the Farm and this faith community. 

A BIG Thanksgiving @ The Farm 
On Sunday, November 19, we will welcome New 
Members. Please reach out to Pastor Tim to learn 
more about membership or to let him know of your 
desire to become a member of Saint Paul’s. Friends 
and family are always welcome to join in 
membership of this faith community, for together 
we bless and serve one another on this journey 
called life. 

Then following worship this day, we will hold our 
Fall Annual Meeting!  All are invited to attend our 
brief Fall Annual Meeting and stay for lunch 
immediately following worship. We will stay in the 
Sanctuary to call for a vote on our 2024 budget, class 
of 2026 Consistory members, and share news of the 
church moving forward. Should anyone have 
questions prior to the meeting you may seek out a 
member of your Consistory.  

And what better way to celebrate this big day than 
to join around the table for our first Thanksgiving 
Luncheon @ The Farm. The Farm kitchen will be 
filled with the aromas of turkey, stuffing, and all the 
trimmings. Please plan now to bring a dish to share 
and join your faith family for lunch @ The Farm on 
Sunday, November 19, immediately following the 
Annual Meeting. It’s a great time to try out a new 
Thanksgiving recipe or share a traditional favorite. 
Turkey and Stuffing will be provided.   

From the Pharmacy to The Farm 
Saint Paul’s will extend its offering of Flu shots and 
now offer the Moderna COVID-19 vaccinations as 
well. The only thing you’ll need is to bring your 
insurance card if you have one.  These vaccines will 
continue to be offered at 9:45 a.m. for 30 minutes, 
prior to the service and for 15 minutes immediately 
following worship. The vaccines are given in the 
church office by our own Pharmacist, Brad Gill. 
Please see or call Brad with any questions. We 
extend our gratitude to Brad and Lewisburg 
Pharmacy for helping us all to stay healthy!  

 

Food Pantry & The Little Red Wagon 
We are forever grateful to all who help keep our 
emergency food pantry stocked! The pantry is being 
used regularly, and we are fortunate enough to be able 
to help our neighbors thanks to everyone who 
contributes so generously. If you feel led to help your 
neighbors in this way, our current needs include shelf 
stable milk and gas or grocery gift cards. Please know 
your gifts mean a lot and have enabled this family to 
help serve seven additional families within the last 
week as well as help supplement when we ran out of 
food for the Fresh Express distribution. Thank you, 
from the bottoms of the hearts of the recipients and our 
hearts as a family, for together we get to make a 
difference and share the love. 

Sunday Evenings @ The Farm 
Sunday evenings were made for Family of all 
shapes, sizes, and make up. And now the second 
and fourth Sunday evening of each month starting 
in January will be filled with all kinds of Christian 
formation offerings for every age and every family. 
The evening will begin with dinner at 5, followed by 
age-appropriate classes and events for infants to 
adults.  A special kick-off event is January 14, so 
watch for details. And parents, be sure to stay tuned 
for the “parents night out” event December 8! 

 

Nov 3 – Happy Anniversary David & Crystal Reid 

Nov 6 – Happy Birthday Terri Kremer 

Nov 9 – Happy Birthday Nicole Kister 

Nov 12 – Happy Anniversary Dave & Norma Muffley 

Nov 15 – Happy Anniversary Polly & Eric Barrall 
 

Without one moment of hesitation.  That’s what my 
limited understanding of God’s love and grace are 
about. Loving and serving others, not just the one’s 
you know or that look like you or think like you, or 
even have the same belief as you.  Others.  All others.  

Seeing the destruction, facing unimaginable 
devastation – even in our own lives - can shake us to 
our core.  Seeing that for our brothers and our sisters 
– that shakes our peace to the core.   

My hope and my prayer remains that we may cling 
to that peace that “surpasses all understanding.”  
That we may be beacons of love and peace in our 
own communities and living as a way to peace 
through love for all. 

“Let there be peace on earth and let it (oh, Lord, 
please let it) begin with me.” 
 

Pastor Tim’s Reflection continued 



 

Stewardship 

Upcoming Worship 

On the Weekly Journey  
 
Monday Morning Reflections, 11:30 a.m. 

This is a weekly gathering with Pastor Tim to 
explore further the sermon and texts from Sunday’s 
service.  No experience necessary. All are welcome! 

Weekly Wednesday Pastor on the Porch 

A time to just sit, relax, and discuss random topics 
with Pastor Tim on the porch (or if the weather is not 
cooperating, in Fellowship Hall). Grab your lunch at 
the market and join us on the porch 11:30 to 1 p.m.  

Bell Choir 

Directed by Patty Wagner, rehearses 5:15 to 6:15 p.m. 
Wednesdays in the Sanctuary and performing twice a 
month for worship throughout the year. For more 
information see Patty. 

Wednesday Evening Interactive 

Meeting at 6:30 p.m. weekly. A book study, 
currently exploring Bob Goff’s “Everybody, Always: 
Becoming Love in a World Full of Setbacks and Difficult 
People” and how it relates to Jesus’ Commandment 
in Matthew 22:37-40 to love our neighbor.  

Fresh Express Thursdays 

Come help us provide groceries for our neighbors 
every second and fourth Thursdays from 1 p.m. to 5 
p.m., come for an hour, two hours, or the entire time. 
All volunteers are welcome. Nov. 9 & 21 

Sundays @ Saint Paul’s 

9 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal - directed by Russ 
Wynn, Jr., on Sunday mornings in the Sanctuary and 
helps lead worship weekly. Always open to new 
members.  To learn more, please see Russ. 

10 a.m. Children’s Choir - children through 7th grade, 
directed by Sharon Styer, rehearses at 10 a.m. each 
Sunday morning in the Chapel, and sings on the 
fourth Sunday of every month. Parents, drop your 
kids off for choir and enjoy coffee or breakfast while 
they practice for 10 to 15 minutes each Sunday 
morning. 

10:30 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship 

3rd Sunday’s Family Meal – We gather around the 
tables monthly for good eats and good times! 

November 19 – “Thanksgiving” Meal 

Fourth Monday Harvest Meal 

Join us 2 to 6 p.m. on the fourth Monday of each 
month as we help prepare and serve meals in 
conjunction with Bucknell’s Office of Civic 
Engagement to our neighbors in the Milton area. 
Shelly Sholley is our lead contact for this meal.  
November 27  

Breakfast with Friends 

Gather at the Silver Moon Restaurant on the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at 9:30 a.m. for a time to 
catch up and share stories in a small group setting.  
November 15 

Fourth Friday Wine, Word, and Wisdom 
From 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., come sit, relax, have a glass, 
and sink into the conversation about words that 
inspire our faith as we gather at Union Cellars, 4760 
Furnace Road, Lewisburg.  Oct 27 & Nov 24 

 
 

Gifts & Offerings October 29, 2023 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
(Luke 12:34) Giving thanks for the time, talents, and 
resources shared here. 
 
Attendance on LIVE: 495      Virtual Reach:  7,482 
Attendance In Person:  125 (3 Visitors) 
Christian Ed:  69 
 
Plate Giving   $   1,969.00 
Loose Plate   $      317.00 
Online Giving   $      379.84 
Operational Total  $   2,665.84 
General Restricted Giving $      285.00 
Total Giving   $   2,950.84 

 

 
 
November 5, 2023 –All Saint’s Sunday 
“I Don’t Know Much …” 
John 11:17-44 
Worship Leader: Kelly Kazibwe 
Lector:  Amy Armstrong 
Acolyte: Brigid Hagen 
Flowers:  Sue Overdorf; Staci Wagner 
Breakfast Sponsor:  Cyndy and Doug Kister 
Offering Counter:  C. Franciscus; D. Spear 

November 12, 2023 –24th Sunday after Pentecost 
“Where Are You Going?” 
Hebrews 12:1-3; John 12:36-50 
Worship Leader: Kelly Kazibwe 
Lector:  Elias Franciscus 
Acolyte: Charley Jo Kister 
Flowers:  Available 
Breakfast Sponsor:  Susie Gearhart 
Offering Counter:  C. Franciscus; D. Spear 

November Usher Team:  Chris and Jen Arnold, Drew Faust, 
Peggy and Don Emory, Kathy Showers, Carol Clewell 

 
 


