
 

March 2, 2023 

Peace and Blessings, Pastor Tim 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Faith Family, 

I don’t need to tell you there is much happening around 
Saint Paul’s. It would be difficult for one not to notice, 
whether in reading about it or experiencing it first-hand. 
While being actively involved - as a majority of our 
members are - and publishing as much information as 
efficiently as we can, still, one of the best ways I have 
experienced to communicate and engage one another in 
what’s happening in and around your faith community 
are Cottage Meetings.  Cottage Meetings are small - 12 
or so members and friends – with folks gathered around 
a table or at a host’s home to have open, face-to-face 
conversations about broad topics around Saint Paul’s 
which could include “visioning” – or what we each see 
as the future of our church, planning goals, personal 
hopes and dreams, financials, and how we achieve 
them. 

When Saint Paul’s began to grow from the 14 people in 
the pews on High Street each Sunday morning, to where 
we were in early 2020, to averaging more than 80 folks 
each week, we conducted “Cottage Meetings” to 
comfortably discuss our vision with our faith family.  In 
January of 2020, we completed seven of eight scheduled 
meetings with 80% of members attending a meeting 
before the pandemic canceled all gatherings beginning 
March 19, 2020 - the day scheduled for our eighth and 
final Cottage Meeting.   

In those meetings, for those who participated in them, 
you started the ball rolling about moving into or 
enlarging space as a way to serve ours and a larger 
community of needs.  Members at the time talked about 
increased programming for members, friends, and the 
larger community, you shared hopes and dreams of an 
expanded food pantry and a sliding-scale day care, 
along with youth and family engagement opportunities 
and to explore further ways to serve our community.  
From those first Cottage Meetings, we have added 64 
new members and attendance has not only returned to 
pre-pandemic numbers, but it has exceeded those 
numbers.  We are seeing folks coming to Saint Paul’s 
from five different counties, and we are embarking on a 
long-awaited building project to help make the hopes 
and dreams reality. All because of you, your hopes and 
dreams to serve God through serving others. 

As we move forward, I – and Consistory Members - 
believe it’s time to return to our Cottage Meetings, to 
hear your questions, thoughts and concerns, to hear 
your suggestions and to come up with better solutions, 
to make sure everyone knows how this faith 
community’s plans are progressing and to hear ways in 
which we are willing to support each other’s hopes and 
dreams to make them reality.   

At the same time, it is important to acknowledge what 
it has taken Saint Paul’s to reach this point in our 
evolution.  The pandemic struck the world and virtually 
everything stopped.  Would we or could we ever return 
to the path we were on?  Would it still be beneficial to 
our faith community?  Was it still our dream? At each 
point, you have almost unanimously affirmed each step 
in our journey.  And the thing I feel is that you are not 
just affirming these steps - you are discerning, praying 
AND affirming them.   

My hopes and prayers are that we stay in continued 
communication and we seek to be active and aware of 
our situation, our plans, and, yes, hopes and dreams of 
our faith community.  We will seek to understand how 
we best serve others. 

I recently listened to a pastor I know preach on the fact 
that churches need to be mindful of who they are.  He 
said it is not often that a church can be multiple things - 
that’s why there are multiple churches.  Some churches 
are missional churches, working on local missions.  
Some churches are social justice churches, in that they 
stand up against perceived injustices and work closely 
with government officials and organizations for the 
rights of all people.  He went on to say each church must 
explore and continue to define who they are in their 
community.  It’s an ongoing, living process, and the 
way in which to do that is to stay in communication, 
pray together, read the Bible together, serve together, 
fellowship together, and talk to one another. In other 
words, be good Christians.  In all you do, do it with joy.  
Make everything you do point others to the love and the 
grace of Christ.   

That’s what I believe we are called to do and who we 
are called to be.  I am inviting you on this journey with 
me and your Faith Community.  Watch for 
announcements soon and sign up for a Cottage Meeting 
as we move through all we are going through together.  
Thanks be to God.  See you in church.  
#spucconthejourneytogether 

Powered by Grace and Coffee 
                                          Pastor Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 

 



 

 
 

Updates to our Prayer List are made from our 
Prayers and Love FB Group and phone calls to the church office. 

 

 
 

 
Lights! Action! It’s Chicago!  

Milton Area High School is bringing to the stage, 
“Chicago” the musical, Friday & Saturday, March 3 
& 4 at 7 p.m., as well as Saturday and Sunday at 2 
p.m. Grab a ticket to see this great production with 
our own Elias Franciscus and support our 
community artists.  See you at the show!  Break a 
leg, Elias!  Also coming March 9 and 10 at 7 p.m., 
Meadowbrook Christian School’s Spring Musical, 
Guys and Dolls, featuring our own Keegan Gill. 

Friends Who Breakfast 
Join your Saint Paul’s family at Silver Moon 
Restaurant on Wednesday, March 8, at 9:30 a.m. for 
a time of breakfast and fellowship.  FWB gathers 
each month on the second Wednesday.  

Bell Choir 
It’s March and the return of bell choir!  Whether you 
have played bells in the past or would like to join 
now, please plan to meet with Russ in the Sanctuary 
choir loft area after worship on Sunday, March 5.  
The bell choir is a beautiful part of our worship and 
if you can read music even just a little, you can play 
the hand bells! 

Monthly Church Luncheon 
Following worship, 
on March 19, we 
will gather around 
the tables for an 
old-fashioned Irish 
Celebration of 
Corned Beef and Cabbage and Colcannon Potatoes.  
Bring a side dish or dessert to share. And, plan on 
wearing green to worship this day to show support 
for Katy, Greyson, and all who live with kidney 
disease. 

 

Mar 3 – Happy Birthday Carol Clewell 

Mar 5 – Chancel Choir Rehearsal 9a 

Mar 5 – Jump Start Sunday School 9:15a 

Mar 5 – Children’s Choir Practice 10a 

Mar 5 – Coffee Hour in Fellowship Hall 10a 

Mar 5 – Worship and Communion Sunday 10:30a 

Mar 5 – Confirmation Class in the Parlor 5p 

Mar 6 – Happy Birthday Tammy Dreese 

Mar 6 – Monday Morning Reflections 11a 

Mar 6 – Volunteer Monday noon to 2p 

Mar 7 – Happy Birthday Russ Wynn, Jr. 

Mar 8 – Happy Birthday Erika Mull 

Mar 8 – Happy Birthday Kathy Showers 

Mar 8 – Happy Birthday Nancy Haven 

Mar 8 – Friends Who Breakfast @ Silvermoon 9:30a 

Mar 9 – Fresh Express Food Distribution  1-5p 

Mar 11 – Happy Birthday Amanda Greenawalt 

Mar 11 – Happy Birthday Brandon Adams 

Mar 11 – Happy Birthday Gloria Lehman 

Mar 12 – Daylight Savings Time Begins! 

 

Linda Beaver Joanna Johnson 
Judy Brown The Leeser Family 
The Engle Family Brian Lieberman 
Gail Ernest Katy Mahon 
Barnett Fairchild Kasey Milheim 
Mindy Gemberling Newton/Anderson Family 
April Giumento Valerie Ritter 
Greyson Greenawalt Wynn-Haven Family 
Dave Humphrey Unspoken Requests 

On the Journey Together 

Would You Join Us in Praying For… 

Calendar March 2 - 12 



 

 

Little Red Wagon 
Our “little red wagon” in the Narthex continues to be 
a blessing for our community and families. If you wish 
to help in this way, our emergency food pantry can use 
boxes of cereal and Knorr’s side dish packages.  Drop 
items into the wagon on Sunday mornings or 
throughout the week.  You may also provide gift cards 
to local grocery stores or gas stations which are used 
to help those in need.  Drop these into our offering 
plate on Sunday morning or to the church office. 

2023 One Great Hour of Sharing 
Coin Boxes 

The coin boxes are out to take home and collect your 
loose change to help us change the world.  100% of 
all monies given are shared with the UCC National 
Setting and then 100% distributed to churches and 
communities in need from helping recover from 
natural disasters to churches, like us, beginning new 
programs. So, help us help our neighbors, grab a 
coin box and help us in this way of being the church. 

 
 

Gifts & Offerings February 26, 2023 
To all who offer their time, talents and gifts to create 
this community, our special thanks!  It is good 
always and everywhere to give thanks to God.  

Attendance on LIVE:  339 
Virtual Reach:  7,233 
Attendance In Person:   103 (2 Visitors) 
Christian Formation:  80 
Plate Giving  $   1,867.00 
Loose Plate  $      122.00 
Online Giving  $   2,040.98 
Operational Total $   4.029.98 
Restricted Giving $      227.00  
Total Giving  $   4,256.98 

Financial Best Practices 
This week in our Financial “Best Practices” we are 
covering financial record data storage and vendor 
hiring practices overviews. 

First, data management and storage. With the Church 
Data Management System, our data system, we are 
able to keep records remotely in “cloud” storage, 
print a hard paper copy for onsite storage, and 
maintain a thumb drive back-up storage for all of our 
records. Over the past seven years, some records 
from previous years, have had to be reorganized, 
recreated, and transposed from paper / handwritten 

accounting and notes to electronic formats for 
uploading and saving.  We are thankful to have these 
systems as a way to track and maintain complete 
church records for both membership and all 
financials. 

Next, we would like to address the vendor hiring 
practices for the church. Vendors are hired based on 
criteria including quality, costs, and operating 
practices. Vendors are vetted through a process of 
checking references and making costs analysis. The 
Consistory has an approval of up to $10,000 of 
expenditures per project or vendor and any 
expenditure over $2,500 must have at least three bids.  
Anything over $10,000 requires a congregational vote 
of approval.  It is always a preference of this faith 
community to use local vendors for all possible 
products and projects.   

This will wrap up our segment series on Financial 
Best Practices.  However, anytime there is a question 
concerning financial practices or data management, 
you are welcome to engage the Consistory, the 
Treasurer, or Bookkeeper, when seeking to 
understand.  Thank you for your time and attention 
during this series of Financial Best Practices. 

 

 

Every week seems full of news for our way forward, 
now, sometimes it’s good news, sometimes it’s 
challenging news, but always something changing. As 
we often share in our Consistory meetings, we just 
continue to keep our focus on ministry we feel led and 
called to do as we live out our faith in Christ. In this 
past week we have met with the United Church of 
Christ Partners in Vision Team, provided them with 
additional information they have requested in order to 
best guide us through our building and moving 
forward process.  Some of the questions the team 
asked included questions concerning the immediate 
need of space, which was theirs, as it is ours first and 
foremost concern. On Tuesday, Brad sent an email to 
the MLC Leadership Team pleading our case for an 
extension until the church building is finished. At this 
writing they have agreed to consider it, however 
suggested we “continue looking.” We have never 
stopped looking.  Later in the month we are scheduled 
to see another option for interim space and we 
continue seeking alternatives daily.  As more concrete 
information becomes available, Pastor Tim, along with 
our Consistory will begin to schedule Cottage 
Meetings to have face to face conversations about 
plans, designs, and strategies for our way forward. As 
per our norm, please spend time in prayer for your 
faith community as we move forward together.   

Sharing Our Gifts 

Weekly Way Forward Update 
Stewardship 



 

 

 
March 5, 2023 – Second Sunday in Lent 
“Women, Too?”    
Luke 1:41-45, 2:36-38, 7:36-39, 8:1-3 
Worship Leader:  Jen Arnold 
Lector:  Carol Oberlin 
Acolyte:  Ben Barbella 
Flowers:  Church 
Coffee Hour Sponsor: Shelly Sholley&Sharon Foust 
Offering Counter:  C. Franciscus; D. Spear 

March 12, 2023 – Third Sunday in Lent 
“Three Strikes”    
Luke 1:51b-53, 18:9-14 
Worship Leader:  Jen Arnold 
Lector:  Holly Barbella 
Acolyte:  Charley Jo Kister 
Flowers:  Pastor Tim and Chip 
Coffee Hour Sponsor: The Arnold Family 
Offering Counter:  E. Fisher; D. Spear 

March Greeter/Usher Team:  Bill & Lisa Bernard, 
Rhonda Newton, Dave & Barb Wagner, Chris 
Warner, Sue Mahon 
   

 
 

Faith Formation 

o Sunday Morning Jump-Start –Parlor at 9:15a 
o Children’s Church (ages 3 to 2nd grade) – during 

a portion of our 10:30 Worship 
o Confirmation – 5p Sunday evenings through May 
o Youth & Family Gatherings – 2nd and 4th 

Sundays at 5 to 7p. 
o Quarterly Special Events – 2nd to 5th graders, 

select Sundays 5 to 7 p.m. 
o Monday Morning Reflections –Parlor at 11a 
o Wednesday Interactive –Parlor at 6:05p 
o Fourth Friday Word, Wine & Wisdom-Union 

Cellars, Lewisburg 4:30 and 6:30 p.m. Meeting 
again on March 23. All are welcome. 

o We are reading the Gospel of Luke for Lent – 
Pick of a chapter reading list by date at church. 

Music 

o Chancel Choir – Rehearsing at 9a on Sundays in 
the Sanctuary choir loft. 

o Bell Choir – Wednesdays at 5p. in the Music 
Room.  Returning in March. 

o Children’s Choir –Sunday mornings at 10 

Fellowship 

o Sunday Morning Coffee Hour – Every Sunday 
at 10 in Fellowship Hall 

o Faith Family Meal – 4th Sunday of each month 
immediately following Worship.  Our next meal 
together is Sunday, March 19, an Irish 
Celebration of corned beef & cabbage, colcannon 
potatoes.  Bring a side or dessert to share! 

o Friends Who Breakfast – 2nd or 3rd Wednesdays 
at 9:30a  Next on March 8 at Silvermoon. 

o Community Research Project – Dates & Times TBD  

A Way to Serve Others 

o Volunteer Monday – from noon to 2p.  Every 
level of assistance is needed, and we have a 
great time in fellowship and laughter.  

o Blood Mobile Canteen – Select Wednesdays 
(every other month) and scheduled again for 
March 29 from 1 to 6p 

o Fresh Express – 1 to 5p on the 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays scheduled next for March 9 & 23. 

o The Little Red Wagon – Available weekly in 
support of our emergency food pantry and 
neighborhood needs. 

o Sharing Our Tables – Bi-monthly community 
meal program in conjuntion with area churches 
and scheduled again for Sunday, April 16 

 

Lay Your Cross on the Altar 
Some people have brought their favorite cross to 
place on the altar during this season. We would 
invite you to check out these crosses anytime you are 
at the church and continue to bring them in during 
the season of Lent.  It’s a way to share our life and 
faith journeys together.  
 
 
 

Upcoming Worship 

Faith & Family -Time & Talents 

Rhett and Delilah Sample at the altar during the 

closing hymn on February 26.      
 


