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November 24, 2021 “What happens here doesn’t stay here...” 

 

“I Am Thankful … For Us” 
Pastor Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 

 

Dear Faith Family, 

“Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks, because God’s given 

Jesus Christ, God’s Son.” 

It strikes me that Thanksgiving falls just before the Advent Season, reminding us that all the things we 

are giving thanks for comes from having a God who is giving us the Christ Child, so that all may 

forever know what love is. 

As we moved through our Thanksgiving service, our annual meeting and lunch that followed, this 

week I began to think of all the things I am so very thankful for with our amazing church family.  I 

began to think about how God moves through and uses each of us.   

As I looked out from the pulpit and realized this was the first time one family member had returned to 

church since the loss of his wife, someone I journeyed those last days with, my heart was thankful.  As 

I saw another family who had just lost both parents within a week - and I have been honored to know 

them and to be with them through this transition of life - I was thankful.  As I heard children laughing 

and crying and heard them clapping during the prayer, I was thankful.  As I looked out and saw people 

from every walk of life, I was thankful.  As we moved through our church meeting and I heard and 

realized all we have accomplished as a church over the past year, feeding, providing food and shelter 

and heat for those in need, remembering the tears of gratitude, I was thankful.  As the choir sang and 

the music filled our worship space, I was thankful! 

Oh, this list could go on and on and does, in my head.  Just about with every turn, whether working to 

support Fresh Express, answering the phone to help a neighbor, having the church doors open to all 

who may have a need, I’m grateful for the blessings of a church family who worships together, serves 

together, who works shoulder to shoulder to feed one another and our neighbors, physically and 
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spiritually, I’m thankful.  For all those who want to serve and volunteer in and through the church, I 

am thankful.  For all who call this place - Saint Paul’s - home, I am thankful. 

It is almost too hard to put into words really the feeling of a heart overwhelmed in thanksgiving, to 

realize how blessed I am to serve alongside, to be invited in by, to love and care for others who love 

and care for one another and every neighbor.  When you see your church family rush in to help 

someone, to welcome one that others have said, “You have no place here,” to invite others in for respite 

care, and embrace children of those pushed aside by society and even other churches, I can’t help but 

be thankful!   

A previous pastor used to always say, “When worship was over and people left the church, now – now 

is when the service begins.”  You, my Saint Paul’s family, I am honored to live with, walk with, serve 

with, and embody this service together.  You come, you seek nourishment, you go, and you serve.  

Together we walk this journey called life, together people know us by our welcome, our work and our 

love.  Together, we seek a stronger relationship with the one who gives us every gift of life.  Together, 

we are thankful. 

I give thanks with a grateful heart, I give thanks to the Holy One, I give thanks because of what the 

Lord continues to do for, with, and through us all. 

Happy Thanksgiving, everyone. 

Peace and Blessings, 

Pastor Tim 

 

 
Myrtle Archer and Family 

Linda Beaver 

Peggy & Dennis Birdsall 

Casey Cassels 

Gail Earnest 

Ron Farrell 

Gladys Fawcett 

Greyson Greenawalt 

Steve Harding 

Mya, Ruth, and Al Henry 

Myrtle Hogan 

Makaila Huff 

Isabel Hummell 

Kiana Kautz 

Mary Rose Knelly  

Bob Koch 

Katy Mahon 

Cindy Mohr 

Mya 

Raquel Prager 

Jane Scurfield 

Jon Skarie 

Alecia Snyder 

The Swanger Family 

The Vincent Family 

Michael Haven & Russ Wynn, Jr. 

Donna & Russ Wynn, Sr. 

Unspoken Requests

Updates to the prayer list are made weekly from phone calls and Prayers and Love. 

Names without updates are removed monthly. 
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Poinsettias - Order poinsettias to be placed in the Sanctuary this year in memory, honor, 
or celebration of a life of a loved one or friend.  The choices are red or white, the cost is 
$10 per plant, and the poinsettias will be placed in the Sanctuary from December 19 
through December 24.  You may order online via our web site www.spuccwm.org, or 

link here:  https://forms.gle/qLecd9pVDiTMd7Zw8.  You may also contact Donna in the church office 
(570) 568-1433.  Poinsettia orders due by December 12, 2021.  Make checks payable to SPUCC or pay 
online using our secure Engage online giving option using the “flowers” giving fund. 
 
Altar Flowers for 2022 – You can begin now to reserve a Sunday in 2022 to provide altar 
flowers in memory, honor, or celebration of a loved one.  The cost is $50, and you can 
schedule dates by calling the church office at 570-568-1433 or by using the online form on 
the homepage of the church website. Make checks payable to SPUCC or pay online using our secure 
Engage online giving option using the “flowers” giving fund. 
 
Children’s Choir - Children’s choir rehearses each Sunday from 10 to 10:15 a.m. in the music room. All 
children in kindergarten through middle school are welcome! If your child cannot read yet, we request 
that an adult attend with them. The children will sing in worship November 21, December 21, and 
Christmas Eve 4 p.m. service. If you have any questions, please see Russ Wynn or Sharon Styer. 
 
Flu Shots Still Available - If you have not had a flu shot and would like to get yours, please reach out 
to Brad Gill of Lewisburg Pharmacy and schedule yours either here at the church on Sunday mornings 
or at this pharmacy. The flu shot is offered at no cost to you. If you have an insurance card, please bring 
it with you.  Over three dozen shots and counting! 
 
Church Directory – Saint Paul’s offers a secure online directory. If you do not have the capability to 
access an online directory or need assistance in setting yours up, please contact Donna in the church 
office. 
 
Christmas Wreaths – We are accepting orders for Christmas Wreaths through November 28.  See the 
display in the outside entryway and the bow choices in the Narthex under the “announcements” TV.  
Order forms are on the podium as you enter the Narthex. Cost is $18 and includes the bow of your 
choice.  The proceeds from the wreaths support our local missions. 
 
COVID-19 Protocol 
We continue to suggest the following COVID 19 Pandemic precautions. 

1. Please do not attend worship or any church events if you are feeling ill. 
2. Advise Pastor Tim or contact the church office should you need anything. 
3. While 90% or more of our adults in the congregation are vaccinated, we would ask that if you 

are not vaccinated, that you please mask. If you are vaccinated and would be more comfortable 
wearing a mask, you are encouraged to as well. 

4. Sanitize often and please be respectful of one another’s personal space. 
Thank you for your continued cooperation as we strive to balance the normality of church-based events 
and keeping everyone safe. Be good, be kind, and as always let’s be the church. 

 

https://forms.gle/qLecd9pVDiTMd7Zw8
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Pack the Pantry - We have seen an increase in need with the number of families we are serving. Going 
into winter, let’s pack the pantry for emergency needs in the upcoming days, weeks, and months. As 
supplemental help begins to wane, supplies seem to go down, and costs for groceries and household 
items increase, your help is needed more than ever. Our need currently is for canned vegetables, 
breakfast cereal, frozen proteins, boxed meal helper, or if you are able or inclined, gift cards to Giant, 
Weis, and Walmart. For a full list of needs, check out the holder by the red wagon, stop by the pantry, 
check in with Diane Bettleyon or Dane Santos, or call the church office. Together we are community, 
neighbor helping neighbor. 
 
Gifts for Local Children this Holiday Season - The Donald Heiter Center in Lewisburg organizes gifts 
for local children for the Holiday season. We would appreciate your support in supporting a child or 
children this holiday season. There is a tree in the narthex with gift tags, one for each kid. You can 
always team up with another family to support one child. Below is information about how to help with 
this project: 
 

• Gifts should be delivered no later than 12/6/21, to the DHCC (100 North 5th St Lewisburg PA 
17837).  They can be delivered Mon-Fri 6am-5:30pm. If you want to bring them to the church, 
please bring the gifts no later than November 28. 

• Make sure you include the code number on your donation. The gifts should be left unwrapped. 
• The goal is to buy everything on the list. If you can't get something on the list, please let me 

know asap. 
• If you have any questions, please email Jen Arnold at family1arnold@gmail.com or call/text Jen 

at 570-713-5995. 

 

 

 
 
Join Us Each Sunday in Advent as we examine how the birth of Jesus was good news of great joy for 
the Characters of Christmas.  Beginning this Sunday, the first of Advent, we will hear about the Hope 
of Zechariah.  On the Second Sunday of Advent, December 5, come as we focus on the Peace of Mary.  
The third Sunday in Advent shares the Joys of Joseph, and finally we experience the Love of the 
Shepherds on December 19.  See you for worship each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
 
“Sunday Morning Head Start” meets Sunday morning at 9:15 in the parlor. Get a head start on 
exploring the day’s scripture reading with facilitator Dane Santos. All are welcome. No experience 
necessary. 
 
“Monday Morning Reflections” meets Monday mornings at 10:30 in the parlor. Meet with Pastor Tim 
and dig even deeper into the week’s scripture. 
 
“Wednesday Evening Exploration” meets in the parlor at 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday. Join us for the 
new Advent Series, “All the Good,” beginning today.  All are invited:  Come, let’s journey together as 
we dig into “All the Good.” 
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“Children’s Church” - Children’s Church, ages 3 to second grade is available. The children engage in 
sharing a lesson complimentary to the one being shared in worship today. Children’s Church begins 
immediately following the anthem and the children return for the closing hymn. The group is led by 
Colleen Franciscus and other volunteers.   
“Nursery” - Saint Paul’s nursery for children ages infant to two years is open.  

To provide a loving and caring space for families at Saint Paul’s UCC, an easy way 
to “sign up” to volunteer in this ministry is available in the link below.  Nursery 
needs one adult and one helper each Sunday. Nursery volunteers must be in the 
nursery by 10:15. The service can be heard and seen while in the nursery. Children’s 
church needs one helper each Sunday. Helper will exit sanctuary with Colleen and 
children after children’s message/choir singing.  
 
Anyone over the age of 18 must have clearances on file with the church to work with 
children. If you need your clearances, please contact the church office. The helper for 
nursery or children’s church can be an adult or a teen (example, husband and wife 
or mother and son can sign up as volunteers in the nursery).  
 
Click the link to review the available slots below and sign up. Thank you! 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0944a8a62ca5fd0-nurserychildrens  

 
“3rd Sunday Fun!” - Families and youth of all ages gather third Sundays of the month at 5:30 p.m. 
The evening includes dinner, fellowship, and age-appropriate lessons and crafts. Our next gathering 
is Sunday, November 21! #seeuhere 
 

 

 

 

LIVE stream and In Person @ 1125 Mahoning Street, Milton 

 

November 28, 2021      December 5, 2021    

First Sunday of Advent     Second Sunday of Advent 

“The Hope of Zechariah”     “The Peace of Mary” 

Jeremiah 33:14-16; Luke 1:5:25    Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:57-80 

Worship Leader:  Polly Barrall    Worship Leader:  Polly Barrall 

Lector:  Sue Overdorf     Lector:  Lisa Bernard 

Flower Sponsor:  Chip and Tim    Flower Sponsor:  Amy and Kay 

Offering Counter:  R. Newton; D. Spear   Offering Counter:  A. Henry; D. Spear 

 

November Usher Team: Earl and Terri Fisher, Amy Mahon, Sue Mahon, DeAnn Hansum, Jen Arnold 
December Usher Team:  Bill and Lisa Bernard, Rhonda Newton, Dave and Barb Wagner, Sue Mahon 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0944a8a62ca5fd0-nurserychildrens
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Our church office is open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through Friday 

The church Sanctuary is open for prayer and meditation M,T,TH-10 to 2; W-10 to 8; F-10 to noon 

 

Wed., Nov. 24 Happy Anniversary Steve and Robin Brown 

 Happy Birthday Karl Sampsell 

 Church Building Closed for Floor Cleaning 

 

Thurs., Nov. 25 Happy Birthday Maggie Barratt and Donna Spear 

 Church Closed for Thanksgiving 

 

Fri., Nov. 26 Happy Birthday Polly Barrall 

 

Sat., Nov. 27 Happy Birthday Pat Bender 

 

Sun., Nov. 28 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 8:50 a.m. 

 Sunday Morning Head Start 9:15 a.m. 

 Children’s Choir Rehearsal 10 a.m. 

 Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 

 Milton Area Community Choir Rehearsal 2:30 p.m. 

 Saint Paul’s Advent Concert Series:  Re-Creation 7 p.m. (dessert reception following) 

 

Mon., Nov. 29 Happy Birthday Steve Rowe 

 ARC of Susquehanna Valley in Youth Room 6 to 8 p.m. 

 

 

 

 
 
Church Address:   1125 Mahoning Street, Milton, PA  17847 
Church Mailing Address:  PO Box 85, West Milton, PA  17886 
Church Office Contact:  570-568-1433 / admin@spuccwm.org   
Pastoral Emergencies:   570-975-9536 (Pastor Tim’s cell)     
Pastor’s Email:    PastorTim@spuccwm.org  
 
Church Online Directory:  https://engage.suran.com/spuccwm  
Church Online Events Calendar: https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar  

 

 

 

 

 

Visit the Saint Paul’s website calendar  

for all church events: 

https://www.spuccwm.org/  

mailto:admin@spuccwm.org
mailto:PastorTim@spuccwm.org
https://engage.suran.com/spuccwm
https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar
https://www.spuccwm.org/
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One of the amazing things 
about the Christmas story is 
that God does not act alone. 
For the story to be told, there 
need to be willing people in 
the story. Christmas reminds 
us that any and all of us can 
choose to live God’s way and 
be a part of the story. Come 
experience a small portion of 
the Christmas story and give 
thanks to God for the gift of 
Jesus.  

December 19 ~ 5 p.m. 

 


