
 
 

September 15, 2021     “What happens here doesn’t stay here…” 

 

“Maybe Paul was on to something…” 
Pastor Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 

 

Dear Faithful Family,  

 

“Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; 

and the God of love and peace will be with you.”  I Corr. 13:11 

One of my mother’s favorite hymns, as of late, is one from years of attending Morris Memorial 

UMC in Charleston, West Virginia.  There was a retired pastor there, a tall, thin, stately 

gentleman who used to stand and sing often, in his deep bass voice, his - and what has become 

my mom’s favorite - “’Til the Storm Passes By.”  At her request, I sang that song this year on her 

birthday.  I must have gotten through it alright because she still talks about the hymn as one of 

her favorites, so at least I didn’t ruin it for her (grin). 

The result is that I, too, think of that song on days when the weather forecasters are calling for 

severe weather, but more so on days when I pick up our morning paper and see protestors 

pictures on the front page and headlines that list the number of deaths from a pandemic that 

science tells us we can control; and especially in moments that feel like everyone is espousing 

an opinion and no one is listening, and neighbors double-down against neighbors and the 

priority of being a loving neighbor seems the last priority in 

people’s lives or a condition of agreement.  And I begin to 

pray…Lord, keep me safe ‘til the storm passes by.   

But how long, oh Lord, must we remain in this fearful state?  In 

this high anxiety?  How long will people bicker, argue and fight 

over politics and religion?  How long will people fight over 

which laws encroach on their body while advocating for laws 

that encroach on neighbor’s body?  How long do we need to 

sing the song “’Til the Storm Passes By”?  And I wonder, does 

God wonder the same thing of us?  How long will you create 

storms and not fully love every neighbor?  How long will you 

demand there is a winner and loser in every life event, 

including being the church?  How long will it be until you learn 
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to truly love your neighbor, every neighbor?  How long will you continue to create these storms 

you ask for protection from? 

Should our question not be, “How long, oh Lord will you be patient with us until we realize you 

haven’t turned your back on us, instead, we have not learned to live in a way that keeps our face 

pointed toward you?”  Oh, Lord, I pray it’s a little longer your patience holds out, and I pray we 

start to get it right.  More than that, I pray I get it right, if we could start there and each be 

concerned with our own love of neighbor, something tells me that could start to calm every 

storm.     

A favorite Psalm of mine is Psalm 13 (a song for the music leader.  A song of David)  

“How long will you forget me, Lord? Forever? How long will you hide your face from me? 

How long will I be left to my own wits, agony filling my heart? Daily? 

How long will my enemy keep defeating me? Look at me! Answer me, Lord my God! 

Restore sight to my eyes! Otherwise, I’ll sleep the sleep of death, and my enemy will say, 

“I won!”  My foes will rejoice over my downfall. 

But I have trusted in your faithful love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. 

Yes, I will sing to the Lord because God has been good to me.” (CEB) 

I wonder, how different would it be if we but loved our neighbor and the words we said 

to them were full of love instead of judgment and contention?  If our actions toward them 

filled with care and compassion instead of vitreous and snarky-ness (yes that’s a word).  

If we set aside differences and just lived in a way of concern for our relationship with one 

another instead of demanding they do things, act, react, and be the way I think they 

should.  If we didn’t try so hard to make God and religion in our image and truly paid 

attention to the image God lived as Jesus our friend, brother, and companion, asking us 

to just love our neighbor?  If we based decisions on love of neighbor instead of love of 

political party or politician?  Can you imagine? Either the news outlets would be 

reporting nothing but good news and showing how people help one another or they 

would be out of business. 

I wonder if Jesus was preaching and teaching a message of protection from every storm 

by inviting us all to love our neighbor.  It’s the way to God, it’s the way to a peace-filled 

life, it’s the way we create heaven right here around us.  Just love each other and the 

storm will pass by.  Now wouldn’t that be something?   

Maybe, just maybe that hymn is for us a reminder that if we stay in love with God and 

neighbor, the storm will pass by and we will not know any other way to be, but safe in 

hollow of God’s hand.   

Will you join me in starting anew today, keeping safe in every storm by loving every 

neighbor?   

Peace be with you. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Tim 
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In Our Daily Prayers 

Myrtle Archer and Family 
Linda Beaver 
Dick and Diane Bettleyon 
Hattie Bowersox 
Beth Brown 
Gail Earnest 
Travis Everly 
Ron Farrall and Family 
Gladys Fawcett 
Greyson Greenawalt 
Steve Harding 

Mya, Ruth, and Al Henry 
Myrtle Hogan 
Mina Hoover 
Beau Huber 
Isabel Hummell 
Kiana Kautz 
Mary Rose Knelly  
Bob and Barb Koch 
Tina Kuhns 
Tom and Priscilla Lanks 
Cindy Lloyd 

Mike McCollum 
Katy Mahon 
John and Maureen Marsala 
Floyd Merritt 
Cindy Mohr 
Raquel Prager 
Jane Scurfield 
Alecia Snyder 
The Zeager Family

 

News from Home 

 

What Does It Mean to Be A Part of The Faith Community of Saint Paul’s? 

 

Whether you are an “official” member or not, you are family.  And as a family, we 

invite everyone to participate with the talents and gifts they have in whatever way 

they feel led to do so.  Each year (last year was an exception) in the fall, we like to 

offer a “talent survey” to ask all family members to share what their talents and 

interests may be and what ways each person would consider serving the larger 

faith community.  This year, for the first time, the survey will be available both electronically, 

for your convenience and in hard copy at the church.  We would ask you to please consider 

filling these out completely to help us both ensure our directories are up-to-date and correct as 

well as we know of your interests and commitment to Saint Paul’s ministry.  Please check your 

email for a link to the survey, coming soon, or pick up a hard copy, complete it, and drop it back 

off either in the office or in the offering plate.   

 

Thank you in advance for your help and the way you so generously share your gifts of time and 

talent. 

 

Milton Harvest Festival Parade 

 

On Saturday, September 18, Saint Paul’s will be represented in the 45th 

Annual Milton Harvest Festival Parade.  This year’s theme is 

Harvesting Milton’s Talents.  And Saint Paul’s will have a presence in 

the parade!  Walkers are need to follow our truck and hand out candy, 

bracelets, share their smiles, and their love of Jesus.  Contact Pastor 

Tim, Colleen, or just show up at the very north end of Front Street at 

12:30 to join the fun. 
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How is God Calling You? 
 
Here at Saint Paul’s, there are many ways to serve in community.  Whether it’s on a Sunday 
morning as a greeter or usher or lector, or on a second or fourth Thursday as a helper with our 
Fresh Express Food Distribution serving more than 100 families, or maybe you like to do the 
kitchen work and clean up for potluck and family meals, the Red Cross Bloodmobile Canteen, 
the Annual Soup and Bake Sale, or Vacation Bible School. Maybe you feel called to serve on a 
team project or you have a team project in mind, or you’d like to help facilitate a faith 
engagement group.  Many hands, hearts, and heads make for light, fun, and fulfilling times in 
our community of faith.  Please talk with Pastor Tim or reach out to Donna at the office to let us 
know how you would like to help and watch for our talent survey coming out soon!  It’s a great 
way to get to know others and we are stronger together in community.   
 

Joyful Music at Saint Paul’s 
 
Can’t sing but want to ring?  Please stick around after the service this Sunday morning (9/19) 
to find out more about Saint Paul’s Bell Choir! We are looking for former and new ringers to 
work with our newly refurbished bells to add some more joyful sounds to our worship. 
 
All are welcome, no experience necessary! It will just be a short meeting to answer questions 
and gather information to set schedules. If you cannot attend, but are interested in bell choir, 
contact Russ Wynn. 
 
And for the singers among us … Want to help lead in music for worship?  Open to all teenagers 
to senior citizens who want to use your gifts and talents to show your love of God.  No audition 
is required!  Chancel Choir sings most Sundays in worship and special services from September 
to June. Rehearsals are Sunday mornings at 8:50 a.m.in the east end of Fellowship Hall. Bell 
Choir plays once a month and at special times throughout the year. Children’s Choir is for our 
young ones from age 5 to 12. If your child cannot read yet, we are requesting an adult attend 
with them to help out and learn with them! Children will rehearse Sunday morning’s at 10:00 
starting November 7. They will generally sing the third Sunday of each month and special 
Sundays throughout the year. 
 
COVID-19 Protocol 
 
We continue to suggest the following COVID 19 Pandemic precautions at this time: 

1. Please do not attend worship or any church events if you are feeling ill.   
2. Advise Pastor Tim or contact the church office should you need anything. 
3. While, 90% or more of our adults in the congregation are vaccinated, we would ask that 

if you are not vaccinated, that you please mask.  If you are vaccinated and would be 
more comfortable wearing a mask, you are encouraged to as well. 

4. Sanitize often and please be respectful of one another’s personal space.   
Thank you for your continued cooperation as we strive to balance the normality of church-
based events and keeping everyone safe.  Be good, be kind, and as always let’s be the church.   
 

Peace, Pastor Tim and Your Saint Paul’s Consistory 
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Mission and Outreach News 

 

Meeting the Needs of Our Community 

 

We thank you for your continued donations of shelf stable items for our pantry!  As needs 

continue, you can also purchase and drop in the offering plate or by the church office, gift cards 

for Walmart, Giant, or Weis in the amount of $10, $15, or $20.  All help is appreciated in this way 

to give back in our community. 

 

Worship and Faith Engagement News 
 
New Names 
 
With the kick-off to our new church year, our faith engagement groups have updated names: 
 
“Sunday Morning Head Start” meets each Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m.  Get a head start on 
exploring the day’s scripture reading and a sneak peek into Pastor Tim’s sermon.  All are 
welcome to join this group in the parlor for a time of prayer and study, questions and sharing.  
No experience necessary. 
 
“Monday Morning Reflections” is Monday mornings at 10:30 a.m. in the parlor.  Meet with 
Pastor Tim and dig even deeper into the week’s scripture.  What was Paul talking about?  What 
did Jesus mean?  How did the sermon relate? 
 
“Wednesday Evening Questions” is another faith engagement group opportunity at 6:30 p.m. 
on Wednesdays in the parlor.  Bring your dinner and the current book, “The Difficult Words of 
Jesus,” for this time of study and questioning with your Saint Paul’s friends. 
 
“Children, Youth, and Families” meet on the third Sunday of each month at 5:30 p.m., starting 
with a light dinner, and follows with fun faith engagement activities for different age groups.  
This is an opportunity for our little ones to our high school seniors to learn and grow together. 
 
Worship Options 
 
If you are unable to join us in person or LIVE online on Sunday morning, replay of services are 
always available via YouTube or Facebook with links on our website homepage. 
https://www.spuccwm.org/ or here: 
 
Saint Paul’s Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulswestmilton  

Saint Paul’s YouTube Channel:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx534qz98pw4lEcpsJznLnw 

 

 

 

 

https://www.spuccwm.org/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulswestmilton
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx534qz98pw4lEcpsJznLnw
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NEWS FLASH!!  Children’s Church and Nursery are Back! 

 

Beginning this Sunday, September 19, we will offer children’s church for ages 3 to Grade 2 in the 

second classroom on the right in Fellowship Hall.  The children will engage in sharing a lesson 

complimentary to the one being shared in worship that day.  This group will leave the sanctuary 

immediately following the choir anthem and will return for the closing hymn.  The group will be led 

by Colleen Franciscus.  However, a volunteer assistant is needed each week.  Ideally, a group of three 

to four volunteers who could rotate on a weekly basis to support Colleen would be preferred.  Please 

contact Colleen if you are able to help in this way. 

 

Nursery 

 

We are currently seeking a lead person or persons and volunteers to open Saint Paul’s nursery for 

children ages infant to two years.  Again, we would like to ideally have three to four people to 

volunteer so that we may rotate weekly nursery coverage.  Please contact Pastor Tim or the church 

office if you feel called to volunteer. 

 

 

Please note, if you do not have your child care clearances, we can assist you in obtaining the needed 

documentation.  Remember to mark these options on your talent survey. :-) 

 

 

Upcoming Sunday Worship 

LIVE stream and In Person @ 1125 Mahoning Street, Milton 

 

Upcoming Worship 

September 19, 2021      September 26, 2021 

17th Sunday Following Pentecost    18th Sunday Following Pentecost 
“Sobering Wisdom”      “Make Way, Coming Through!” 

James 3:13-4:3; Mark 9:30-37    James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50 

Worship Leader: Niki Weber    Worship Leader: Niki Weber 

Lector: Robin Brown     Lector: Rhonda Newton 

Flower Sponsor: Available     Flower Sponsor: Available 

Offering Counter: R. Newton; D. Spear   Offering Counter: A. Henry; D. Spear 

 

September Usher Team:  Steve & Robin Brown, Richard & Amy Armstrong, 

DeAnn Hansum & Sue Mahon 
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This Week at Saint Paul’s 

Our church office is open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through Friday 

 

Wed., Sept. 15 Wednesday Evening Questions in the Parlor (bring your dinner) 6:30 p.m. 

 

Thur., Sept. 16 Happy Birthday Olivia Hockenbrock 

  

Fri., Sept. 17 Happy Birthday Joanne Brittain 

 Milton Harvest Festival Parade Float Prep at 1125 Mahoning 5-8 p.m. 

 

Sat., Sept. 18 Happy Birthday Eric Barrall and Terri Fisher 

 Happy Anniversary John and Dottie Bird 

 Milton Harvest Festival Parade (meet at North end of town) 12:30 p.m. 

 

Sun., Sept. 19 Sunday Morning Head Start 9:15 a.m. 

 Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 

 Blessing of the Pets (Pavilion) 5:00 p.m. 

 Children, Youth, and Families (starts with a light supper) 5:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Contact and Connect Information 
 

Church Address:   1125 Mahoning Street, Milton, PA  17847 
Church Mailing Address:  PO Box 85, West Milton, PA  17886 
Church Office Contact:  570-568-1433 / admin@spuccwm.org   
Pastoral Emergencies:  570-975-9536 (Pastor Tim’s cell)     
Pastor’s Email:   PastorTim@spuccwm.org  
 

Church Online Directory:  https://engage.suran.com/spuccwm * 

Church Online Events Calendar: https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar  

 

 

* Need help with creating your Saint Paul’s Engage Online Directory account?  Check out the 

“how to” on the bulletin board on your way to Fellowship Hall.  Or, contact Donna in the office.  

She will be happy to help you!  Your Engage account gives you access to all of our Saint Paul’s 

family, addresses, phone numbers, and emails, and all of our groups.  You can also use Engage 

for online giving and tracking your contributions. 

mailto:admin@spuccwm.org
mailto:PastorTim@spuccwm.org
https://engage.suran.com/spuccwm
https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar
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If You Like to Plan 
Visit the Saint Paul’s website calendar at:  https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar 

 

Tuesday, September 21 – Consistory Meeting 6 p.m. 

Thursday, September 23 – Fresh Express Food Distribution 3 to 5 p.m. 

Saturday, September 25 – S’mores and a Movie 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, September 29 – Red Cross Bloodmobile 1 to 6 p.m. 

Sunday, October 3 – World Communion Sunday / Baptism 

Sunday, October 3 – Hayride and Hotdogs 4 p.m. (Ard’s Farm Market) 

Sunday, October 10 – An all-church potluck, in celebration of and thanksgiving for this church 

family.  The main course will be sponsored by the Gill family, following the baptism of 

Riley, Beau, and Kadence Gill.   

Sunday, October 10 – Community Dinner at 5 p.m. at 1125 Mahoning 

Wednesday, October 13 – Friends Who Breakfast at Good Wil’s in Montandon 9:30 a.m. 

Saturday, October 23 – Pumpkin Patch / Trunk or Treat 

Saturday, November 6 – Annual Soup and Bake Sale 

Sunday, November 7 – All Saint’s Day; Children’s Choir starts rehearsal at 10 a.m. 

Sunday, November 21 – Christ the King Sunday 

Sunday, November 21 – All Church Celebration/Thanksgiving Potluck Lunch 

Saturday, November 27 – Hanging of the Greens 

Sunday, November 28 – Re-Creation Concert 7 p.m. with Dessert Reception 

Wednesday, December 1 – Red Cross Bloodmobile and Canteen 1 to 6 p.m. 

Sunday, December 5 – Community Dinner (Saint Paul’s Sponsored) 5 p.m.  

Sunday, December 5 – Advent Series Concert with Dessert Reception 7 p.m. 

Sunday, December 12 – Community Choir Concert & Dessert Reception 7 p.m. 

Sunday, December 19 – Annual Christmas Pageant and Catered Dinner 5 p.m. 

Friday, December 24 – Christmas Eve Family Worship Candlelight Communion 4:30 p.m. 

Friday, December 24 – Christmas Eve Special Music Candlelight Communion 10:30 p.m. 

https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar

