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Dear Faith Family, 

There is a picture I remember from junior high school art 
class when we were learning about perspective.  It was a 
picture that, if you looked at it one way, you could see an 
elegant young woman looking up and wearing a bonnet.  
And if you looked at it another way, you could see an 
older woman, same bonnet, head hung down.  Which is 
it, a young woman or an old woman?   

This picture reminded me of how people see things 
today.  Some can only see their perspective – the young 
woman - and don’t want to even consider or can’t see 
another perspective – the old woman.  Just as with that 
picture, there is more than one way to look at most of the 
issues we face in our world today, more than one 
perspective.  Yet, there is a place of common ground and 
understanding which is often missed when our own 
sight becomes fixed on what we think we know as 
certain.  

As I was looking at data and statistics of the most recent, 
divisive issues in the news, I found two highly-credible 
and highly-respected analytics.  While trends and 
figures were close, the opinions of why were very 
different, and each reported and have been quoted with 
certainty they were right.  It seemed as if they were both 
so determined about their perspective, they ignored the 
obvious unity in their data. 

The unfortunate nature of us as human beings is that 
often we only see the side that we are comfortable with 
or want to see.  Our sight becomes so fixed that we 
cannot see anything other than our side or opinion.  
Sometimes by choice.  It’s true no matter the issue.  Grace 
and understanding - and even respect - sometimes are 
lost when we think we are right and others are wrong.  
Disrespect and indifference to others’ opinions or their 
understanding tear us apart.  And either way, this is 
when our views and our opinions impact our 
relationship with God, no matter how right we think we 
are, because they impact our relationship with one 
another.  

Paul says to the church of Corinth, “Now you can only 
see dimly, like you are looking through a mist,” and God 
has such greater vision to show you.  Yet with our 
stubbornness and arrogance to think we have it all 
figured out, we quickly become our own greatest 

deterrent to God’s vision for us.  God’s vision becomes 
clear only when we fully live into the love for one 
another and not get so caught up in who’s right and 
who’s wrong, in judging others for their opinions.  We 
don’t understand that we don’t have or know the mind 
of God, and we don’t have to all have the same opinion 
to live together in unity. We are just called to love one 
another.   

On Sunday, our closing hymn was one of my own 
personal favorites - “Unity.”  I love the words of the 
song, taken directly from Psalm 133: “Look at how good 
and pleasing it is when families live together as one (in unity)! 
Nowhere does it say look how good and how pleasant it 
is when families are formed from those who act alike, 
think alike, vote alike, believe exactly the same, come 
together.  No.  It says how good and how pleasant it is 
when kindred live together in unity.  We are family, our 
love of God makes us one family.  Our love for each other 
is what unifies us, not our opinions.  We are called to love 
all, no exceptions, no time or place for division.  And if 
someone offends you, show them grace.  Don’t try to 
make them understand your point of view, or talk about 
them to others.  Love them as they are.  Live together in 
the unity. 

Oh, it’s hard, you don’t have to tell me that.  I know first-
hand as a Christian who is gay.  Do you know how often 
I have heard, “you can’t” from people who proport to 
know the mind of God?  Yet, it’s who God calls us to be, 
loving and grace-filled, because being in relationship 
with one another is more important than any of our 
opinions or judgments, News Flash: even yours and 
mine.   

We have a choice to make: We can either live with the 
pompous attitude that we know best, blinded by our 
own understanding of supporting documentation and 
latest news reports or way of thinking, OR we can live a 
life full of grace and love no matter our differences.  Do 
we make God in our image?  Deciding the mind of God 
and throwing Jesus and commandments out the 
proverbial window?  Or do we love one another in a way 
to live into the image of God?   

And before you answer that, consider this: Your answer 
will certainly impact how we treat one another, and it 
surely will impact our relationship with God our 
Creator.   

Together we are one family, one goal, to love one 
another.  Welcome to the family. 

In love, Pastor Tim 
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Gifts designated for Saint Paul’s Mission Fund are 
used to purchase needed items for those who may 
have a need not covered by other means.  Gifts to the 
Mission Fund may be made by cash or check with the 
envelope or check memo noted as “Mission.”  These 
funds are used to purchase needed items for those 
who may have a need not covered by other means.  
Cash is never given directly to the recipient and if one 
would have a bill that needed to be paid, we would 
pay it directly to the creditor, i.e. AEP, UGI, etc. As 
prices rise, we are receiving more and more calls for 
assistance.  Many times, Pastor Tim is able to connect 
them with organizations which can and do often help, 
however sometimes, the need is something 
organizations do not assist with, a car repair or 
clothing for work or school.  We try to help stand in 
the gap in assisting our brothers and sisters as we can, 
and your gifts go to make that possible.  Thank you, 
Saint Paul’s family, always, for your continuing 
generosity and for graciously being the church in our 
community.     

We continue to collect gas cards to Sheetz and 
Sunoco, as it supports members and friends in the 
community who may need a helping hand.  Drop in 
the offering plate on Sunday morning or in the church 
office throughout the week. 

Opportunities to volunteer: 

Fresh Express Food Distribution 

Thursday, July 14 & 28   1-5 p.m. 

(Info Contact:  Earl Fisher, Al Henry, Beth Vincent) 

Sharing Our Tables Community Meal ** 

Sunday, July 10, from 4 to 5 p.m.   

(Info Contact:  Shelley Sholley, Floyd Merritt) 

**A few meal ingredients are still needed.  Please 

check the sign-up sheet on Sunday or call the church 

office if you wish to help in this way. 

 

Many of you may know 

Gregory Fleck, our dear 

friend who graciously 

helps distribute food to 

our guests on Fresh 

Express Days here at 

Saint Paul’s.  Well, a 

place near and dear to 

Gregory’s heart is St. 

Joseph Center, 

which strives to provide individuals and families 

who have special needs the opportunity to develop 

their abilities and potential to the fullest extent 

possible.  On Sunday, July 24, Saint Paul’s is holding 

a “Go Greg Festival” from noon to 3 p.m. complete 

with food, games, special music and entertainment, 

raffles, and more.  All proceeds will be donated to St. 

Joe’s in honor of our friend, Gregory. 

 
 
 

Saint Paul’s Christian Exploration opportunities: 

Children’s Church & Nursery - Each Sunday Morning 
(Info Contact:  Colleen Franciscus) 

Youth & Family Gathering - 2nd and 4th Sundays  
(Info Contact:  Pastor Tim & Colleen Franciscus) 

Saint Paul’s Vacation Bible School! 
August 1-5, 5:15 to 7:15 p.m. Celebration on August 7! 

Children’s Choir - Returns Sept. 11 
(Info Contact:  Russ Wynn & Sharon Styer 

Chancel Choir - Returns Sept. 4  
(Info Contact:  Russ Wynn & Sharon Styer) 

Sunday Morning Jump Start – Returns Sept. 4  
First look at the day’s scripture.  
(Info Contact:  Dane Santos & Floyd Merritt) 

Monday Morning Reflections – Returns Sept. 12 
One last look at Sunday’s text. 
(Info Contact:  Pastor Tim) 

Wednesday Bible Study – Returns Sept. 7  
Parlor (Info Contact:  Pastor Tim) 

Would You Join Us in Praying For… 

Exploration News & Opportunities 

Mission News & Opportunities 



 

 

 

Giving of Time, Talents and Offerings: 
To all who offer their time, talents and gifts to create 
this community, our special thanks!  It is good always 
and everywhere to give thanks to God.  
 
Gifts & Offerings June 26, 2022: 
Attendance In Person:  100 (6 visitors) 
Attendance on LIVE: 420 
Virtual Reach:  6,612 

Plate Giving  $   1,901.00 
Loose Plate  $      181.00 
Online Giving              $   1.979.13 
Operational Total $   4,061.13 
Restricted Giving $      750.00 
Total Giving  $   4,810.13 

July 3, 2022 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost (Communion) 
“Grace Forward” 
Galatians 6:7-10, Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
Lector:  Robin Brown 
Acolyte:  Piper Wolfe 
Flowers:  Pastor Tim and Chip 
Offering Counter:  C. Franciscus; D. Spear 
 
July 10, 2022 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
“Four Letter Words” 
Colossians 1:1-14; Luke 10:25-37 
Lector:  Sue Overdorf 
Acolyte:  Bo Gill 
Flowers:  Sue Overdorf 
 
July Worship Leader:  Drew Faust 
July Usher Team:  Steve & Robin Brown, Richard & 
Amy Armstrong, Amy Mahon, Sue Mahon, George 
Mull 
 

 

 

Wishing Happy Birthdays to … 

July 5 –Myrtle Hogan July 5 –Emma Hott 

July 6 –Sharon Foust July 6 –Sharon Styer 

July 6 –Sue Overdorf July 8 –Isaiah Franciscus 

July 8 –Alyiah Helwig July 9 –Tina Stahl 

July 14 –Amy Mahon July 14 –Nikole Eveland 

July 18 –Aidan Rice July 19 –Autumn Faust 

July 20 –Sharon Fisher July 20 –David Reid 

 

Welcome to the Family (formally)!  Membership at 
Saint Paul’s UCC is just one of the ways we say, 
“Welcome to the Family.”  You don’t have to be an 
official member to be a part of the family, once you’ve 
walked through our doors, and even joined us online, 
we consider you family.  Official membership does give 
you an official vote, however all privileges in this faith 
family are given to all who come for healing and hope, 
all who worship and work alongside of us to spread the 
Gospel news of love.  There are no ‘asterisks’ here that 
says, “Oh, we must stop short there.”  Our next 
scheduled New Member Sunday, is September 25. 

Membership is also a way of saying to the faith family, 
I’m making the commitment to be in this with you.  To 
spread the joy and share the love and walk alongside of 
you whether the road is rocky or smooth, I’m going to be 
here with you. I believe in spreading the Gospel message 
the way we do here in this place.  

This past Sunday was one of our quarterly New Member 
Sundays here at Saint Paul’s.  We schedule those specific 
days to join and even additional ones should someone 
ask or decide any Sunday they want to join, they are 
always welcome to come forward and do so.  This past 
Sunday, we welcomed eight new members formally to 
our faith family.  If you didn’t get a chance to welcome 
them on Sunday, I hope you will reach out and welcome 
them in the coming days, let them know we love them 
and there’s nothing they can do about it. Reach out to the 
office for an address or login to Engage, our Saint Paul’s 
online directory. Check in with Donna in the office for 
help with Engage. 

The new members we welcomed this past week are:  

Deanna & Frederik Bysted, Diana Konyar, Katie Mahon, 
Valerie Ritter, Tina Stahl, Chris Warner, and Scott West
  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Paul’s Celebrations 

Stewardship & Upcoming Worship 



 

Saint Paul’s participated for the first time ever in the 
2022 Union County Veterans’ Parade.  Over two 
dozen volunteers assisted in creating a float adorned 
with over 40 pictures of veterans from our faith 
family.  The float was made in tribute to Tom 
Reimensnyder, and we received the award for the 
most patriotic float given in his memory.  We are 
forever grateful for all those who served.  We give 
thanks for those who protect us when we fail to 
overcome hatred with love, injustice with 
righteousness, and violence with peace. 

Join your Saint Paul’s family this summer as there is 
something for everyone!  You are welcome here! 
Sun., Jul. 10 Community Meal 4-5 pm 
Sun., Jul. 10 Youth & Family @Knoebels 5pm 
Thurs., Jul. 14 Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5 
Sun., Jul. 17 Knitting/Crocheting Ministry 2-4 pm 
Tues., Jul. 19 Consistory Meeting 6 pm 
Wed., Jul. 20 Friends Who Breakfast 9:30am 
Sun., Jul. 24 "Go Greg" Festival noon-3pm 
Sun., Jul. 24 Youth & Family Gathering 5pm 
Thurs., Jul. 28 Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5 
Mon., Aug. 1 Vacation Bible School Starts 5:15pm 
Wed., Aug. 3 Red Cross Bloodmobile & Canteen 1-6 
Thurs., Aug. 4 Sight & Sound "David" Bus Trip 
Sun., Aug. 7 Vacation Bible School Celebration 
Thurs., Aug. 11 Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5 
Sun., Aug. 14 Crosscutters Baseball Game 4pm 
Tues., Aug. 16 Consistory Meeting 6pm 
Sun., Aug. 21 Teacher Appreciation Luncheon 
Thurs., Aug. 25 Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5 
Sun., Aug. 28 Youth & Family Gathering 5 pm 

For all event locations, times, and descriptions visit: 
https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar 
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