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Dear Faith Family, 

The other day on social media, a friend posted a 
picture of herself wearing a rainbow-colored t-shirt 
with the words, “This gay pastor loves you” printed 
on the front.  She had worn the shirt to a street festival.  
She wrote that many who passed her on the street 
gave her a thumbs-up, several stopped her to talk 
theology, and even more stopped her to ask where 
she served as a pastor.   

She wrote, in her post, that LGBTQI people and their 
families and allies were hungry to connect with God 
in an open and welcoming community.  She 
continued that of those that came up to her, few felt 
they knew a safe space to go to church.  Even some 
who say they are welcoming still put conditions on 
that welcome.    

My only issue with this is the fact I’m not sure it is just 
LGBTQI folks that are searching for a community 
where they may connect, where they may live into 
their faith.  I think many people are searching.  I had 
a single parent of an autistic child come up to me the 
other day and tell me she had heard our community 
of faith had families with autistic children and they 
were welcomed in church.  When I affirmed the fact 
we did, she immediately said, “Do you know how 
many churches don’t want autistic children in them, 
because they sometimes make too much noise?”  As I 
think about it now, I should have told her, “If anyone 
ever says that to you, tell them perhaps it’s the Holy 
Spirit trying to wake-up the church.”  

One of the things Chip and I spoke of when I was on 
sabbatical six years ago, before being called to Saint 
Paul’s, was the fact that we did not want to be in a 
church known as the “Gay” church.  I never want to 
give an impression that we favor one group over 
another.  We are God’s church.  We are all God’s 
people and we welcome all who are willing to live 
into that space where everyone of us can connect with 
God and community. 

I believe, for years, churches have given those 
questioning their faith plenty of reasons to stay away.  
I also believe (thankfully) that while the church has 
not been so welcoming, God has never stopped the 
beckoning call to come and be a part of community.  

For it is in community, I believe, where we meet God 
through one another.  While Jesus spent much time 
alone with God, he also taught over and over that it is 
community where we discover God - and our souls 
are fed. 

So often, we don’t realize how hurtful it is not to know 
there is a place of welcome.  Fortunately, some don’t 
ever have to wonder if they are welcome in a church 
house or faith community or not, however many do.  
Oftentimes, people just give up trying to connect.  
They stay at home or find something else to fill that 
communal craving.  And without word of mouth or 
public statements of faith - and of course the action 
which supports it - many will never know.  So, are 
people hungry, are gay people hungry, are single 
parents hungry, is anyone who doesn’t look or act like 
the church has portrayed as welcome, hungry?  Are 
the people who have been left behind or left out by 
the church hungry?  If we are God’s children, I believe 
we have a hunger to be connected with others in 
community, it’s the way God created us.  And those 
of us who have always known or found welcome 
have a responsibility to be present and share that 
welcome.  No exceptions.  Just welcome. 

How do we feed the hunger of those who long to be 
in a safe place of welcome, that long to connect?  My 
answer is the same as always: be the church.  Be 
present and be the welcoming, loving, warm, safe 
space, put our arms around you, faith family we are 
called to be.  Always.  

This pastor, this church, loves you!  Always.  Amen.   

Peace, 

Pastor Tim 
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Would You Join Us in Praying For… 



 

 
 
 

Our Emergency Food Pantry continues to be a help 
for our neighbors and is nicely stocked thanks to the 
generosity of this faith family!  If this is a way you feel 
led to participate and are able to do so, all gifts are 
appreciated.  We continue to collect gas cards to 
Sheetz and Sunoco, as it supports members and 
friends in the community who may need a helping 
hand.  Drop in the offering plate on Sunday morning 
or in the church office throughout the week. 

Fresh Express Food Distribution 
Thursday, June 9 & 23, 2-5 p.m. 
(Info Contact:  Earl Fisher, Al Henry, Beth Vincent) 

Sharing Our Tables Community Meal 
Sunday, July 10, from 4 to 5 p.m.   
(Info Contact:  Shelley Sholley, Floyd Merritt) 
 
 

 
Considering membership?  Our next New Member 
Sunday Celebration is, Sunday, June 26, and we 
would be very happy to have you as a part of the 
official membership of this church.  You can learn more 
by contacting Pastor Tim pastortim@spuccwm.org or 
calling the church office (570.568.1433) to schedule an 
appointment or just to learn more.  It’s easy to join, 
there’s no exclusivity, the questions are pretty easy, 
and we would love to draw the circle wider by 
including you. 

Reach out now to join with others on June 26 at the 
10:30 a.m. service and prepare to be welcomed with 
open arms! 

Saint Paul’s Christian Exploration opportunities: 

Children’s Church & Nursery - Each Sunday Morning 

(Info Contact:  Colleen Franciscus) 

Youth & Family Gathering - 2nd and 4th Sundays  

(Info Contact:  Pastor Tim & Colleen Franciscus) 

Children’s Choir - Returns September 11 (10 a.m.) 

(Info Contact:  Russ Wynn & Sharon Styer 

Chancel Choir - Returns September 4 (8:50 a.m.) 

Chancel Choir finishes this year’s season of singing on 

Sunday, June 12. 

(Info Contact:  Russ Wynn & Sharon Styer) 

Sunday Morning Head Start - 9:15 a.m. Parlor 

First look at the day’s scripture.  

(Info Contact:  Dane Santos & Floyd Merritt) 

 

Monday Morning Reflections - 10:30 a.m. Parlor 

One last look at Sunday’s text. 

(Info Contact:  Pastor Tim) 

Wednesday Interactive Bible Study - 6:05 p.m. Parlor 

Finishes on June 15 and returns September 7 

(Info Contact:  Pastor Tim) 

 

Save the date for Saint Paul’s Vacation Bible School! 

Grow in Faith.  Have Fun.  Change the World. 

August 1-5, 5:15 to 7:15 p.m. 

Ages Pre-K to Grade 5 

Celebration on Sunday, August 7, 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 
You never know how a simple gesture of love may 
touch someone’s heart.  Each week, we invite you to 
reach out this week with a prayer, a note, or phone 
call to three people in our faith community.  You may 
pick up a card and addresses on Sunday morning in 
the Narthex (under the monitor announcements).  Or, 
you may find contact information in Saint Paul’s 
online directory, Engage.  A secure account is needed 
to access Engage.  If you would need assistance with 
this, please contact Donna in the church office.  This 
week, please reach out to:   
 

Polly Barrall, T. J. Duncan, and Norma Muffley 
 

 

 

 
Starting Sunday, June 19, Coffee (and Lemonade) 
and Conversations…it’s not just in Fellowship Hall 
anymore.  Join us for coffee and light refreshments in 
Fellowship Hall prior to church and then Ice Tea, 
Lemonade, and Pretzels under the Portico following 
worship.  It’s a sign of Summer at Saint Paul’s. 
 
Saint Paul’s Community Research Project is back 
with the first gathering on Thursday, June 16, at the 
Pine Barn Inn on the Patio.  An adults-only time to get 
out in the community and enjoy conversation and 
music, please plan to come at 5 p.m.  Music, featuring 
Bryan Noaker and Kimbo begins at 6 p.m. 
 
Don’t forget, United in Christ Lutheran’s OAKS senior 
center is Tuesday, June 14, beginning at 10 a.m.  Open 
to all and featuring BINGO with prizes a free lunch and 
a presentation this month by the Union Country Library, 
this is a great opportunity for fellowship. 
 

Exploration News & Opportunities 

Mission News & Opportunities 

Reach Out & Touch 

Time, Talents & Opportunities 

mailto:pastortim@spuccwm.org


 

Above: Minister of Music, Russ Wynn, leads our 
Chancel Choir on a Sunday our church family 
honored him and his pancreatic cancer journey.  
Right:  Sharon Styer, Assistant Minister of Music, 
conducts the choir and guest soloist, Rebecca 
Covert, with a rousing rendition of “He Never 
Failed Me Yet.” 

Our next All-Church Lunch is on Saturday, June 18, 
beginning at 4 p.m.  Come for Chicken BBQ, 
swimming, and a movie at the Gill’s house in 
Northumberland.  Bring your family and friends and 
a side dish to share, oh, and your swimming gear, too! 
 
The Union County Veterans’ Fourth of July Parade 
is Saturday, June 25, beginning at 10 a.m., and Saint 
Paul’s is building a float to honor our extended 
family veterans.  The design is planned, and we are 
asking for pictures of our Saint Paul’s and extended 
family veterans to include.  Please drop off photo to 
be scanned and returned or email pictures to 
admin@spuccwm.org. Thank you to Kelly Kazibwe 
for taking the lead on this community event.  For 
more information about celebration go to: 
https://www.facebook.com/UnionCountyVeterans4t
hofJulyParade/  …And, the float construction time is 
Thursday, June 23, at the church.  Come help build the 
float and have a great time with your church family. 

 
Central Oak Heights 2022 Performing Arts Series is 
underway.  The next concert is Saturday, June 25, 
beginning at 7 p.m.  A Mid-Penn Band Festival will 
feature Central PA Community Bands.  COH is 
located at 75 Heritage Road, West Milton.  As well, 
COH offers Music Camps for children grades 2-8 this 
month. http://www.centraloakheights.org/events.html 
provides all of COH’s summer events. 

 

My Heart Can Sing 
In Psalm 101, verse one, we find “I will sing of your 

love and justice; to you, LORD, I will sing praise.” 
 
I thought of this text as I thought of our amazing music 
ministry here at Saint Paul’s. It has been a year calling 
for flexibility, understanding, and grace, through the 
roller coaster of our beloved Minister of Music.  Our 
all-volunteer Chancel Choir has responded beautifully 
to direction and accompaniment changes and our 
music staff and volunteer leaders have made it all 
possible, performing in lock step with one another to 
ensure seamless impacts.  First and foremost, always 
singing of love, justice, and praise to God! Talking 
about a community working together! Our choir is a 
microcosm of our faith community and oh what beauty 
they have shared over the season!  This week, the 
Chancel Choir finishes up for the season and we are 
already looking forward to their return September 11.  
Sharon already has several people signed up for 
special music for the Summer, and Russ has plans 
underway for the Fall.  Our children’s choir finished up 
a few weeks ago and also will return in September!  We 
are all so very blessed to have such an amazing music 
program at Saint Paul’s and I just wanted to ask you all 
to join me to say “Thank You for the Music!” You are 
so loved and appreciated for all you give and do to 
enhance our Saint Paul’s ministries!  Peace be with you, 
until then, may your heart go on in song. Thank you, 
Russ, Sharon, Michael, Shelley, and all our music 
volunteers!  With a grateful heart, Pastor Tim  
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June 12, 2022 
Trinity Sunday 
“Full Hearts and Wobbly Knees” 
Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15 
Worship Leader:  Jen Arnold 
Lector:  Chris Arnold 
Acolyte:  Kadence Gill 
Flowers:  Church 
Coffee Hour Sponsor:  The Arnold Family 
Offering Counter:  S. Brown; D. Spear 

June 19, 2022 
Second Sunday after Pentecost 
“He Goes His Way, I Go That Way Too” 
Galatians 3:23-29; Luke 8:26-39 
Worship Leader:  Jen Arnold 
Lector:  Shelley Sholly 
Acolyte:  Charley Jo Kister 
Flowers:  Available 
Offering Counter:  D. Bettleyon; D. Spear 

June Usher Team:  Bill & Lisa Bernard, Dave & Barb 
Wagner, Rhonda Newton, Sue Mahon 
 
Giving of Time, Talents and Offerings: 
To all who offer their time, talents and gifts to create 
this community, our special thanks!  It is good always 
and everywhere to give thanks to God.  

Gifts & Offerings June 5, 2022: 
Attendance In Person:  81 (5 visitors) 
Attendance on LIVE: 348 
Virtual Reach:  2,361 

Plate Giving  $  1,649.00 
Loose Plate  $     122.00 
Online Giving              $     611.01 
Operational Total $  2,382.01 
Restricted Giving $     905.00 
Total Giving  $  3,287.01 

 
 

June 10 – Happy Birthday Emily Bernard 

June 10 – Happy Birthday Carolyn Wuerdaman 

June 12 – Happy Birthday Bonnie Bossert 

June 12 – Happy Birthday Jesse Swanger 

June 13 – Happy Birthday Rachel Henry 

June 14 – Happy Birthday Steve Brown 

June 15 – Happy Birthday Lisa Bernard 

June 16 – Happy Birthday Amy Armstrong 

June 19 – Happy Birthday Pastor Tim 

June 20 – Happy Birthday Katie Armstrong 

June 21 – Happy Birthday Niki Weber 

June 22 – Happy Birthday Sidney Spickler 

June 23 – Happy Birthday Liam Hagan 

June 28 – Happy Birthday Marianne Zeyn 

June 30 – Happy Birthday Fred Fisher 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Join your Saint Paul’s family this summer as there is 
something for everyone!  You are welcome here! 

 

Sun., Jun. 12 Youth & Family Gathering 

Tues., Jun. 14 OAKS Senior Center 

Thurs., Jun. 16 Community Research Project 

Sat., Jun. 18 BBQ, Swim, and Movie 

Tues., Jun. 21 Consistory Meeting 

Thurs., Jun. 23 Fresh Express Food Distribution 

Thurs., Jun. 23 Float Construction 

Sat., Jun. 25 Veteran's Parade 

Sat., Jun. 25 Mid-Penn Band Festival (COH) 

Sun., Jun. 26 Youth & Family Gathering 

 

Sun., Jul. 10 Community Meal 

Sun., Jul. 10 Youth & Family Gathering 

Wed., Jul. 13 Friends Who Breakfast 

Thurs., Jul. 14 Fresh Express Food Distribution 

Tues., Jul. 19 Consistory Meeting 

Sun., Jul. 24 "Go Greg" Support St. Joseph Center 

Sun., Jul. 24 Youth & Family Gathering 

Thurs., Jul. 28 Fresh Express Food Distribution 

 

Mon., Aug. 1 Vacation Bible School Starts 

Wed., Aug. 3 Red Cross Bloodmobile & Canteen 

Thurs., Aug. 4 Sight & Sound "David" Bus Trip 

Sun., Aug. 7 Vacation Bible School Celebration 

Thurs., Aug. 11 Fresh Express Food Distribution 

Sun., Aug. 14 Crosscutters Baseball Game 

Tues., Aug. 16 Consistory Meeting 

Sun., Aug. 21 Teacher Appreciation Luncheon 

Thurs., Aug. 25 Fresh Express Food Distribution 

Sun., Aug. 28 Youth & Family Gathering 
 

For all event locations, times, and descriptions visit: 
https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Upcoming Worship & Stewardship 

https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar

