
 

February 23, 2023 

Peace, Pastor Tim 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Faith Family, 

Rev. Adam Hamilton, lead pastor at the Church of 
the Resurrection in Kansas City, Missouri, has 
written a book entitled “Luke: Jesus and the 
Outsiders, Outcasts, and Outlaws.” Now, while I 
don’t think any of us are really outlaws, I don’t 
believe it will hurt to be reminded of our own 
humanity and humility as we journey together 
through Lent using Rev. Hamilton’s book as a guide 
in this season.  So, I have chosen this book and this 
study as a guide for our Lenten journey, which began 
this past Wednesday evening, Ash Wednesday.  

One of the things that Rev. Hamilton asks of those 
involved in this study is to read the entire Gospel of 
Luke during the season of Lent.  I must warn you, this 
Gospel is 24 chapters long as the longest Gospel and 
longest book of the New Testament.  In fact, Luke is 
the most prolific author of the New Testament - not 
by number of books authored, however - by volume 
and is credited with authoring both Luke and Acts. 
However, do not be dismayed by the length of the 
book.  Rev. Hamilton has broken the reading up into 
15 minutes-a-day segments for the journey to Lent, 
which does not include any readings on Sunday. And 
I want to invite the entire church to read along 
together.  Paper copies of the scheduled readings are 
available at the entrance to the Sanctuary, a schedule 
is posted daily on our social media pages, and inside 
both the Possibilities, in the weekly calendar, and in 
Monday’s Weekly Planner.  

The sermon series, “Friends in Low Places,” will be 
taken from both the study of the Gospel of Luke and 
Rev. Hamilton’s book under the same title.  The 
Christian Formation Class will be studying and 
discussing Luke at each gathering, including Sunday 
mornings at 9:15 a.m., Monday mornings at 11 a.m., 
and at the beginning of our Wednesday evening 6:05 
p.m. Interactive gatherings. 

What we know about Luke as we prepare to study his 
Gospel is he is known to have commanded perfect 

use of the Greek language, was known to be the only 
gentile writer and was a physician with an eye for 
detail.  It is with all of this information that I invite 
you to explore, participate in some way in this study, 
in this season, with your faith family.  I truly believe 
it will make a difference in our faith journeys, 
especially as we focus on our ministry in community. 

And just a note as to why this feels important to me, 
for us.  I love you all.  We have an amazing faith 
family and community and while many things can 
distract us on our journey (remember the “Squirrel” 
sermon?), I believe keeping our focus on those we 
care for, welcome, and serve, is what we need to 
continue to do. 

There is a line in Rev. Hamilton’s book where he 
highlights Mary, Jesus’ mother, and her response to 
the Angel Gabriel explaining to her what was about 
to happen.  She knew there would be great risk, and 
yet in Luke, chapter one, verse 38, when after hearing 
the angel Gabriel explain, she responded “I am the 
Lord’s servant. Let it be with me just as you have said.”   

My hope and my prayer is that we too, by the end of 
this study, can fully grasp what that means and to be 
able to pray the prayer earnestly together.   

 

 

Powered by Grace and Coffee 
                                          Pastor Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 

 



 

 
 

Updates to our Prayer List are made from our 
Prayers and Love FB Group and phone calls to the church office. 

 

 
 

Word, Wine, and Wisdom 
Join your Saint Paul’s Family on the fourth Friday of 
each month at Union Cellars, Lewisburg.  Drop in 
anytime between 4:30 and 6:30 p.m. as this brand 
new gathering combines fellowship, conversation 
and an opportunity to get to know each other better.  
Bring your questions, share your thoughts, or just 
stop and spend some time in fellowship.  See you at 
the UC! 

Pizza and Movie Night 
All youth and families are welcome to join us, Sunday, 
February 26, at 5 p.m. as we gather for pizza and a 
movie in Fellowship Hall. 

All-Church “Irish Celebration” Lunch & 
Wearin’ O the Green 

Sunday, March 19, is our next all-church luncheon. 
We will gather around the tables for an old-fashioned 
Irish Celebration. And, plan on wearing green to 
worship this day to show support for Katy, Greyson, 
and all who live with kidney disease. 

Lights! Action! It’s Chicago!  
Milton Area High School is bringing to the stage, 
“Chicago” the musical, Friday & Saturday, March 3 
& 4 at 7 p.m., as well as Saturday and Sunday at 2 
p.m. Grab a ticket to see this great production with 
our own Elias Franciscus and support our 
community artists.  See you at the show!  Break a 
leg, Elias! 

 

 

 
Feb 26 – Happy Anniversary Richard & Amy Armstrong 
Feb 26 – Chancel Choir Rehearsal 9a 
Feb 26 – Jump Start Sunday School 9:15a 
Feb 26 – Children’s Choir Practice 10a 
Feb 26 – Coffee Hour 10a 
Feb 26 – Worship 10:30a 
Feb 26 – Confirmation Class 5p (Parlor) 
Feb 26 – Family Pizza & Movie Night 5p (Fellowship Hall) 
Feb 27 – Monday Morning Reflections 11a 
Feb 27 – Volunteer Monday noon-2p 
Feb 28 – Happy Birthday Priscilla Lanks 
Feb 28 – Happy Anniversary Mark & Dianne Covert 
Mar 1 – Happy Birthday Derek Helwig 
Mar 3 – Happy Birthday Carol Clewell 
 
 
 

Fresh Express 
A note of thanks to two dozen or more volunteers 
who worked diligently to sort and offer just over 
5,500 pounds of groceries, including eggs, milk, 
blueberries, hamburger, frozen pizzas, and 
breakfast bars to 150 families on Thursday!  Every 
second and fourth Thursday, a host of volunteers 
make it happen, come rain, snow, sleet, or sunshine, 
we get to help feed our neighbors. So, thank you all 
for making this happen. 

Little Red Wagon 
Our “little red wagon” in the Narthex continues to be 
a blessing for our community and families. If you wish 
to help in this way, our emergency food pantry can use 
boxes of cereal and Knorr’s side dish packages.  Drop 
items into the wagon on Sunday mornings or 
throughout the week.  You may also provide gift cards 
to local grocery stores or gas stations which are used 
to help those in need.  Drop these into our offering 
plate on Sunday morning or to the church office. 
 

2023 One Great Hour of Sharing 
Coin Boxes 

The coin boxes are out to take home and collect your 
loose change to help us change the world.  100% of 
all monies given are shared with the UCC National 
Setting and then 100% distributed to churches and 
communities in need from helping recover from 
natural disasters to churches, like us, beginning new 
programs. So, help us help our neighbors, grab a 
coin box and help us in this way of being the church. 

Linda Beaver Katy Mahon 
Judy Brown Kasey Milheim 
Heather Counsil Ruby Mitch  
The Engle Family Newton/Anderson Family 
Gail Ernest Mary Renninger 
April Giumento Valerie Ritter 
Greyson Greenawalt Chuck Schworer 
Dave Humphries Greg Trawitz 
Joanna Johnson Terry Watson 
The Leeser Family Mason Wuerdeman 
Tammy Moore Wynn-Haven Family 

On the Journey Together 

Would You Join Us in Praying For… 

Sharing Our Gifts 

Calendar – February 24-March 3 



 

Farmer Pastor Tim; Judy, Merle Kay, 

and Harriet 

Spaghetti & 

Meat-a-Balls 

Abundant! 

YUM! 

Sadie, Colleen, Gloria, & Riley; and “Gnomy” 

and Cato! 

Oh, What a Night! 
It is with full bellies, a lot of laughs, and much fun 
that we have put SPUCC’s 2023 Spaghetti Dinner 
and Talent Round up to bed.  It was a great night 
with a lot of work culminating in meals for 130 on 
Sunday night, lunch for 42 at the Milton 
Developmental Center on Monday, and 18 acts of 
every kind shape and size were enjoyed by all. To 
quote Frankie Valli, “Oh What a Night!” Thank you 
to everyone who made all this magic happen and to 
Chip and Pastor Tim for sponsoring the dinner in 
support of Saint Paul’s Music and Missions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gifts & Offerings February 19, 2023 
To all who offer their time, talents and gifts to create 
this community, our special thanks!  It is good 
always and everywhere to give thanks to God.  

Attendance on LIVE:  240 (Ash Wed. 216) 
Virtual Reach:  7,431 
Attendance In Person:   104 (Ash Wed. 50) 
Christian Formation:  16 
Plate Giving  $   1,810.00 
Loose Plate  $      176.00 
Online Giving  $      432.93 
Operational Total $   2,418.93 
Restricted Giving $      396.00  
Total Giving  $   2,814.93 

Financial Best Practices 
We hope each week’s financial updates are helpful to 
you.  This week we share information about our 
accounting system and electronic giving.   

Saint Paul’s uses a software program called CDM 
(Church Data Management) which contains the 
following modules:  Membership, Attendance, 
Worship Records, Contributions, Accounting, 
Payroll, Online Directory, and Electronic Giving.  The 
Accounting module of the software contains the 
budget, chart of accounts, ledger system, and bank 
reconciliations. Each end-of-month accounting 
process includes the following steps completed by 
our bookkeeper: 1) ensuring that contributions for the 
month are in agreement between the Financial 
Secretary and the Offering Counters; 2) reconciling all 
bank accounts and petty cash; 3) running the monthly 
report of all chart of account operational and 
restricted income and expenditures; 4) monthly 
financial review meeting between the bookkeeper, 
treasurer, pastor, and consistory president; 5) Review 
and approval of the financial report at each month’s 
consistory meeting. 

“Engage” is CDM’s software that allows church 
members to create a secure account to view our 
directory, give an offering electronically, review your 
personal contributions throughout the year, and for 
staff members to review payroll information.  
Another option for electronic giving is to text GIFT & 
Amount to 570.355.5355.  Engage also provides the 
option to cover the electronic transaction cost called 
“online giving fee assist” if you choose.  All online 
contributions are processed directly to our church 
operational bank account and a report is generated 
weekly and monthly for our Financial Secretary. 

As a reminder to those who use offering envelopes in 
person, these are not specific to any person or 
numbered in any way.  If you place cash in an envelope 
and do not include your name on, this cash is included 
in “loose plate” offering, and we will be unable to 
reconcile the gift to a giving statement for the year. 

Next week’s financial updates will include back up 
data storage and vendor hiring practices.  

Stewardship 



 

 

February 26, 2023 - First Sunday in Lent 
“Shoulders to Stand On” 
Isaiah 46:4; Luke 1:5-7, 51-53 & 2:25-38 
Worship Leader:  Kelly Kazibwe 
Lector:  Barclay Wilson 
Acolyte:  Sadie Faust 
Flowers:  Priscilla and Tom Lanks 
Coffee Hour Sponsor: Susie Gearhart 
Offering Counter:  A. Henry; D. Spear 

March 5, 2023 – Second Sunday in Lent 
“Women?  Really?”    
Luke 1:41-45, 2:36-38, 7:36-39, 8:1-3 
Worship Leader:  Jen Arnold 
Lector:  Carol Oberlin 
Acolyte:  Ben Barbella 
Flowers:  Available 
Coffee Hour Sponsor: Shelly Sholley&Sharon Foust 
Offering Counter:  C. Franciscus; D. Spear 

March Greeter/Usher Team:  Bill & Lisa 
Bernard, Rhonda Newton, Dave & Barb Wagner, 
Chris Warner, Sue Mahon 
 
 
 

Your Consistory met for almost 2.5 hours on Tuesday 
evening this week with a major amount of time spent 
discussing options for worship after May 31 of this 
year.  While options continue to be considered there is 
not any one option to share with you at this time.  We 
can share that the Leadership Team will meet with 
Church Building Loan & Finance on Friday, February 
24 to discuss options and recommendations on 
multiple fronts for moving forward, including grants 
and the bid process for contractors. The 433 High 
Street property is officially back on the market at a new 
price, and your leadership team is asking for a 
marketing plan that this building may be sold to better 
our financial position moving forward.   

All ministries continue to move forward in full swing, 
and we ask that you continue to keep your leadership 
team, your consistory, and this entire faith family in 
your prayers as we seek and discern our continued 
way forward. 

As always, any updates will be shared both on Sunday 
mornings during announcements and in writing here 
in the Possibilities. As plans progress, a meeting will 
be called so that all may be fully informed and 
participate.   

   

 

Faith Formation 
o Sunday Morning Jump-Start –Parlor at 9:15a 
o Children’s Church (ages 3 to 2nd grade) – during 

a portion of our 10:30. Worship 
o Confirmation – 5p Sunday evenings through May 
o Youth & Family Gatherings – 2nd and 4th 

Sundays at 5 to 7p. 
o Quarterly Special Events –Next on Sunday, Feb 

26 at 5p Pizza and a Movie for all families. 
o Monday Morning Reflections –Parlor at 11a 
o Wednesday Interactive –Parlor at 6:05p 
o Fourth Friday Word, Wine & Wisdom-Drop in 

anytime between 4:30 and 6:30 p.m. at Union 
Cellars, Lewisburg for a time of fellowship and 
conversation and an opportunity to get to know 
each other better.  All are welcome. 

o We are reading the Gospel of Luke for Lent – 
Pick of a chapter reading list by date at church. 

Music 
o Chancel Choir – Rehearsing at 9a on Sundays in 

the Sanctuary choir loft. 
o Bell Choir – Wednesdays at 5p. in the Music 

Room.  Returning in March. 
o Children’s Choir –Sunday mornings at 10 

Fellowship 
o Sunday Morning Coffee Hour – Every Sunday 

at 10 in Fellowship Hall 
o Faith Family Meal – 4th Sunday of each month 

immediately following Worship.  Our next meal 
together is Sunday, February 19, at 5:30p 
Spaghetti and Meatballs, with our Annual Saint 
Paul’s Talent Show following. 

o Friends Who Breakfast – 2nd or 3rd Wednesdays 
at 9:30a  Next on March 15 at Silvermoon. 

o Community Research Project – Dates & Times TBD  

A Way to Serve Others 
o Volunteer Monday – from noon to 2p.  Every 

level of assistance is needed, and we have a 
great time in fellowship and laughter.  

o Blood Mobile Canteen – Select Wednesdays 
(every other month) and scheduled again for 
March 29 from 1 to 6p 

o Fresh Express – 1 to 5p on the 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays scheduled next for March 9 & 23. 

o The Little Red Wagon – Available weekly in 
support of our emergency food pantry and 
neighborhood needs. 

o Sharing Our Tables – Bi-monthly community 
meal program in conjuntion with area churches 
and scheduled again for Sunday, April 16 

Upcoming Worship Faith & Family -Time & Talents 

Weekly Way Forward Update 


