
Saint Paul’s United Church of Christ 

Welcomes you on this 23rd Sunday Following Pentecost 

October 31, 2021 

 

Welcoming Saints and Sinners since 1900 
 

Welcome to Saint Paul’s! Whether you are visiting for the first 
time, or are a longtime member, we are blessed to have you join 
us this day.  Here we believe this is God’s house, and you are 
welcome. This is home to all who enter.  We strive to be a 
community as diverse and hospitable as we understand God’s 
kingdom, welcoming saints and sinners alike since 1900.  We 
don’t all look or act alike; dress alike; and God knows we don’t 
all think alike.  We don’t all read the Bible the same way.  We 
bring different questions, and we carry different burdens. Yet, 
every time we gather, we   gather, fellowship, and worship as 
one big family.   
 
In this place, we do Sunday mornings in some pretty traditional 
ways.  We study the teachings and the actions of Jesus.  We sing 
many of the same hymns our grandparents sang and some that 
may be more modern as well.  In our liturgy, our prayers, and our 

preaching, we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world we live in.  I hope your heart will hear 
something personal and relevant this day-a word of comfort, a spur to action, and a call to a deeper 
relationship with God. 
 
After the service, please introduce yourself to the pastor, and if you would, fill out a welcome card.  Check 
out our Facebook page or website to learn more about us, and get involved in whatever way you choose.  
You may never know, you may have just found your church home.  As we like to say to everyone who 
comes through the door, “Welcome Home.”   

Peace,  
Pastor Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 

 

Gathering of the Community 
 

Gathering Music Michael Haven 
 
Choral Introit “He is Exalted” /arr. T. Paris 

“He is exalted, the King is exalted on high; I will praise Him. 
He is exalted, forever exalted and I will praise His name! 

He is the Lord, forever His truth shall reign; Heaven and earth rejoice in His holy name. 
He is exalted, the King is exalted on high.” 

 

Welcome and News from Home Pastor Timothy Hogan-Palazzo and Jen Arnold 
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Time of Centering “Many and Great” / A. Giamanco / Russ Wynn, Jr. 

*Invitation to All Jen Arnold 

     Leader: As Jesus drew crowds in Galilee, so he draws us here today,  

     Family: With an assurance that we are not now or ever alone. 

     Leader: We come seeking, we come unsure, we come to just be, 

     Family: We come to hear the good news, to seek God’s help, and to find hope in God’s word. 

     Leader: So, let us begin this day with prayer.  O, God who lifts up, watches over us, visit us this 

day.  Lift our spirits, and free our minds.  Open our eyes and hearts to your words, your 

will, and the miracle of your holy presence, that we may encounter you in the meeting 

of friends and in the kindness to strangers.  Lift us up, and set us free, as one great big 

family, O God.  Watch over us now, we pray.  

     All: Amen. 

*Hymn of Praise, no. 249 “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” 

Proclaiming the Word 
God Moments 

Concerns of the Family 

A Time of Reflection “Just as I Am” 

“Just as I am, without one plea, but that Thy blood was shed for me 

And that Thou bid'st me come to Thee. Oh, Lamb of God, I come, I come.” 

Silent Reflection 

Prayers of the People 

Lord’s Prayer (unison): **Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 

us our sins as we forgive those who have sinned against us.  And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
**Please use name and words most familiar and comfortable to you. 

Time with Our Children  Colleen Franciscus 

 

Anthem “Come, Just As You Are” / arr. R. Kingsmore & R. Howard 

 Chancel Choir / accompianist Shelley Peterson 

Lectionary Amy Snider 

     Epistle Lesson: Ruth 1:1-18  

     *Gospel Lesson: Mark 12:28-34 

               Leader: This is the word of God for all God’s People 

               All: Thanks be to God. 

*Response     “Gloria Patri” 

“Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end, Amen, Amen.” 

Sermon                 “Challenging Dichotomies” 

 Pastor Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 
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Responding to the Word 

Time of Reflection “Jesus, Draw Me Close” / arr. R. Founds 

“Jesus draw me close; Closer, Lord, to You.  Let the world around me fade away. 
Jesus draw me close; Closer Lord, to You.  For I desire to worship and obey.” 

 
Presentation of Our Gifts                                                 Text GIFT & Amount to 570.355.5355 or 

 You may place an offering in one of the plates at the entrance or exit of the Sanctuary. 
Offertory  
*Offertory Response “Doxology” 

“Praise God from Whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye Heavenly Host, praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. Amen.” 

*Offertory Prayer 
 
Introduction of New Members 
 
*Closing Hymn, no. 497 “Near to the Heart of God” 
 
*Benediction 
*Benedictory Response             “We are Called”/ arr. D. Haas 

“We are called to act with justice, We are called to love tenderly 
We are called to serve one another, To walk humbly with God” 

 
*Postlude “Prelude & Fugue in G Minor” / J. S. Bach 

 Russ Wynn, Jr. 
*Please stand in body or spirit as you are able. 

 
Altar Flowers are Given to the Glory of God in Celebration of 

Kay Korpics and Amy Snider’s Anniversary (12 years together and 2 years married) and 
In Memory of Floyd Merritt, Jr., on what would have been his 61st birthday 

 
In Our Daily Prayers 

Myrtle Archer and Family 
Linda Beaver 
Dick and Diane Bettleyon 
Eric Boyer 
Beth Brown 
Casey Cassels 
Doug Craven 
Gail Earnest 
Engleman/McNeal Families 
Gladys Fawcett 
Karl Forsythe 
Greyson Greenawalt 
Steve Harding 
Mya, Ruth, and Al Henry 

Myrtle Hogan 
Mina Hoover 
Isabel Hummell 
The Hunrath Family 
Kiana Kautz 
Mary Rose Knelly  
Bob and Barb Koch 
Tom and Priscilla Lanks 
Kathy Martin 
Mike McCollum 
Katy Mahon 
John and Maureen Marsala 
Ashley McCort 
Floyd Merritt and Family 

Zachariah Miller 
Cindy Mohr 
Raquel Prager 
Nikki Jo & Troy Reedy 
Jane Scurfield 
Jon Skarie 
Alecia Snyder 
Samantha West & Family 
The Family of Joan Williams 
The Yakicic Family 
The Zeager Family 
Unspoken Concerns
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News from Home 

Sand Tarts! - If you have been enjoying Saint Paul’s coffee time either before or after worship on Sunday morning, 
you may have had an opportunity to taste the sand tart cookies that were graciously provided by Pat Bender and 
Dee Mathias recently.  Many said and asked, “These are delicious, who made them!?”  Well, they are hand made 
with love by Donna Murray of Watsontown (a friend of the Bender family).  If you wish to order sand tarts, you 
can call Donna Murray at 570-490-8868.  She sells them by the pound for $22.  Also, if you need help getting the 
cookies, Dee Mathias will be happy to coordinate picking up and delivering cookies.  You can coordinate all that 
through the church office at 570-568-1433.   
 
Friends Who Breakfast - The next FWB gathering is scheduled for Wednesday, November 10, beginning at 9:30 
a.m. at Country Cupboard in Lewisburg.  If you are planning to attend, please let Merle Kay Englehart know by 
Sunday, November 7, either by giving her a call at 570-568-0755 or tell her when you see her at church.  Having a 
preliminary number of those planning to attend is helpful for the restaurant to prepare for our visit. 
 
Children’s Choir - Children’s choir will begin Sunday, November 7, at 10 a.m. in the music room.  All children in 
kindergarten through middle school are welcome!  If your child cannot read yet, we request that an adult attend 
with them.  Rehearsals will be every Sunday from 10 to 10:15 with the intention of singing November 21, December 
21, and Christmas Eve 4 p.m. service.  If you have any questions, please see Russ Wynn. 
 
A Note About Saint Paul’s Mailbox - While we are leasing the property at 1125 Mahoning Street, we do receive a 
daily mail delivery from the local postman.  So, if you wish to send mail to the church, feel free to use this address:   

Saint Paul’s United Church of Christ 
1125 Mahoning Street 
Milton, PA  17847 

Flu Shot Clinic - Flu shots continue!  At no cost to you, our own pharmacist, Brad Gill, is administering flu 
shots again this Sunday, October 17, beginning at 10 a.m. in a private setting here at the church.  If you have 
an insurance card, please bring it with you.  Over two dozen shots and counting! 

COVID-19 Protocol - We continue to suggest the following COVID 19 Pandemic precautions. 
1. Please do not attend worship or any church events if you are feeling ill.   
2. Advise Pastor Tim or contact the church office should you need anything. 
3. While 90% or more of our adults in the congregation are vaccinated, we would ask that if you are not 

vaccinated, that you please mask.  If you are vaccinated and would be more comfortable wearing a 
mask, you are encouraged to as well. 

4. Sanitize often and please be respectful of one another’s personal space.  
Thank you for your continued cooperation as we strive to balance the normality of church-based events and 
keeping everyone safe.  Be good, be kind, and as always let’s be the church.  

 
Just a Little Over a Week Away … It’s Soup Time! - Each year, Saint Paul’s stirs up delicious soups and baked 
goods, and all proceeds support local mission projects. Pre-order soups for pick up at this link: 
https://forms.gle/YteeFWj7TPjuvtAt5 or call Donna in the church office.  Please pre-order your soup by Wednesday, 
November 3.  “Eat in” is back this year with soup, hot dogs, barbecue, drinks, baked goods, and crafts from 9:30 
am to 1:30 pm at 1125 Mahoning Street.  Come join us for a time of food and fun and fellowship! 
 
Advent Concert Series - Russ Wynn, our Minister of Music at Saint Paul’s, has planned an amazing Advent 
Concert Series beginning on Sunday evening, November 28, with Re-Creation.  Plan to join us in the 
Sanctuary, decorated for the Season, for all three of the concerts (November 28, December 5, and December 12) 
and the dessert receptions following! 

https://forms.gle/YteeFWj7TPjuvtAt5
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Our Reverend Kay Korpics – A Blessing to All - In this pastoral care appreciation 
week, we want to call out a special word of thanks for Reverend Kay Korpics, 
pediatric chaplain for Geisinger Medical Center in the Janet Weis Hospital.  
Reverend Kay is often helping to comfort members of our faith family who are 
being cared for at GMC and acts as support and chaplain for our own pastor, 
Timothy Hogan-Palazzo.  For all the gifts she gives, we give thanks to God.  Please 
join in a special prayer of Thanksgiving for Reverend Kay this week. 
 
 

We Received a Thank You  - “To our dear friends of Saint Paul’s:  We would like to sincerely thank you for all your 
cards, phone calls, food and most of all – all your prayers.  I am 6+ weeks out from fall and Bob got a good report 
at Geisinger this week.  Again, our heart-felt thanks for all your support.” ~ Bob and Barb Koch 
 
Church Online Directory - Have you created your Saint Paul’s Online Directory account yet?  The “Engage” 
website, Saint Paul’s Online Directory, provides us with easy access to an online directory of addresses, phone 
numbers, and emails of our church family.  A secure account is required to access the directory, and a quick link is 
located at the bottom of our church website homepage.  Here’s how to get connected to Saint Paul’s Engage Online 
Directory:  

1. Make sure the church office (Donna) has your email. 
2. Go to https://engage.suran.com/spuccwm/s/login 
3. Click on Create account 
4. Enter the email address you use for church communication 
5. Click Register 
6. Your name should populate; click on your name 
7. Create a username and click the create username button 
8. Check your email for a message from Engage to create your password 
9. Note your username and password for reference 
10. Click the three lines at the top right of the site to get started 

 

Mission and Outreach News 

 
We thank you for your continued donations of shelf stable items for our pantry 
(please check expiration dates of items you donate).  As needs continue, you can also 
purchase and drop in the offering plate or by the church office, gift cards for 
Walmart, Giant, or Weis in the amount of $10, $15, or $20.  All help is 
appreciated in this way to give back in our community. 

Gifts for Local Children this Holiday Season - The Donald Heiter Center in Lewisburg organizes gifts for 
local children for the Holiday season. We would appreciate your support in supporting a child or children this 
holiday season. There is a tree in the narthex with gift tags, one for each kid. You can always team up with 
another family to support one child.  Below is information about how to help with this project: 

• Gifts should be delivered no later than 12/6/21, to the DHCC (100 North 5th St Lewisburg PA 17837). 
They can be delivered Mon-Fri 6am-5:30pm. If you want to bring them to the church, please bring the 
gifts no later than Nov. 28th. 

• Make sure you include the code number on your donation. The gifts should be left unwrapped.  

• The goal is to buy everything on the list. If you can't get something on the list, please let me know asap. 

• If you have any questions, please email Jen Arnold at family1arnold@gmail.com or call/text Jen at 570-
713-5995. 

https://engage.suran.com/spuccwm/s/login
mailto:family1arnold@gmail.com
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Worship and Faith Engagement News 

 
“Sunday Morning Head Start” meets each Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m.  Get a head start on exploring the 
day’s scripture reading and a sneak peek into Pastor Tim’s sermon.  All are welcome to join this group in the 
parlor for a time of prayer and study, questions and sharing.  No experience necessary. 
 
“Monday Morning Reflections” is Monday mornings at 10:30 a.m. in the parlor.  Meet with Pastor Tim and 
dig even deeper into the week’s scripture.  What was Paul talking about?  What did Jesus mean?  How did the 
sermon relate? 
 
“Wednesday Evening Questions” is another faith engagement group opportunity at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesdays 
in the parlor.  Bring your dinner and the current book, “The Difficult Words of Jesus,” for this time of study 
and questioning with your Saint Paul’s friends. 

 

Children, Youth, & Family News 

 
Children’s Church and Nursery are Back!  -  Children’s church for ages 3 to second grade in the second classroom 
on the right in Fellowship Hall is now available.  The children will engage in sharing a lesson complimentary to the 
one being shared in worship that day.  This group will leave the sanctuary immediately following the choir anthem 
and will return for the closing hymn.  The group will be led by Colleen Franciscus.  However, a volunteer assistant is 
needed each week.  Ideally, a group of three to four volunteers who could rotate on a weekly basis to support Colleen 
would be preferred.  Please contact Colleen if you are able to help in this way. 
 
Nursery - We are currently seeking a lead person or persons and volunteers to open Saint Paul’s nursery for children 
ages infant to two years.  Again, we would like to ideally have three to four people to volunteer so that we may rotate 
weekly nursery coverage.  Please contact Pastor Tim or the church office if you feel called to volunteer. 
 
3rd Sunday Fun! - Third Sundays of the month at 5:30 p.m. are Family Fun and Engagement Sundays here at 
Saint Paul’s!  We gather around the table for dinner at 5:30 p.m. and then offer age-appropriate classes of 
Christian Engagement for ages nursery through High School!  All are welcome to stop by for dinner and 
volunteers are always appreciated!  Especially those without children in the programs!  Come join us!  Our 
next gathering is Sunday, November 21!  #seeuhere 
 
Please note, if you do not have your childcare clearances, we can assist you in obtaining the needed documentation.  Remember 

to mark these options on your talent survey. :-) 

Stewardship News 

Giving of Time, Talents and Offerings:  To all who offer their time, talents and gifts to create this 
community, our special thanks!  It is good always and everywhere to give thanks to God.  
 
Gifts & Offerings, Sunday, October 24, 2021: 
Attendance In Person: 73 (3 Visitors)  Plate Giving  $    970.00 
Attendance on LIVE: 336    Loose Plate  $      12.00 
Virtual Reach: 3,618     Online Giving $    884.02 
             Operational Total $ 1,866.02 

Restricted Giving $      40.00 
Total Giving  $ 1,906.02 
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This Week at Saint Paul’s 

Our church office is open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through Friday 
The church Sanctuary is open for prayer and meditation M,T,TH-10 to 2; W-10 to 8; F-10 to noon 

 
Mon., Nov. 1 Monday Morning Reflections in the Parlor 10:30 a.m.  
 6 to 8 p.m. ARC (in southeast Sunday School Room) 

Tues., Nov. 2 Happy Birthday David Sauter 
 Happy Anniversary Bill and Lisa Bernard 
 Happy Anniversary Kay Korpics and Amy Snider 
  
Wed., Nov. 3 Happy Anniversary David and Crystal Reid 
 Wednesday Evening Questions 6:30 p.m.  
 Handbell Choir Rehearsal 7:15 to 8:30 p.m. 
 
Sat., Nov. 6 Happy Birthday Patrick Barrett 
 Saint Paul’s Annual Soup, Bake, and Craft Sale 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
  
Sun., Nov. 7 All Saint’s Sunday 
 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 8:50 a.m. 
 Sunday Morning Head Start 9:15 a.m. 
 Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. (Wear Pink to Church) 
 Milton Area Community Choir Rehearsal 2:30 p.m. 
 
Upcoming Birthdays:     Upcoming Anniversaries: 
 
Nov. 9 – Nicole Kister     Nov. 12 – Dave and Norma Muffley 
Nov. 13 – Amaya Verducci     Nov. 15 – Eric and Polly Barrall 
Nov. 16 – Max Bossert     Nov. 24 – Steve and Robin Brown 
Nov. 16 – Mallory Sample 
 
Upcoming Worship: 
 
November 7, 2021      November 14, 2021 
All Saint’s Sunday      25th Sunday Following Pentecost 
“Paul Harvey Had Nothing on Jesus”   “Be in the Know and Keep Calm” 
Revelation 21:1-6a; John 11:32-44    Hebrews 10”11-25; Mark 13:1-8 
Worship Leader:  Lisa Bernard    Worship Leader:  Lisa Bernard 
Lector:  Carol Oberlin     Lector:  Colleen Franciscus 
Flower Sponsor:  Church     Flower Sponsor:  Available 
Offering Counter:  D. Bettleyon; D. Spear  Offering Counter:  S. Brown; D. Spear 
 
November Usher Team:  Earl Fisher, Terri Fisher, Amy Mahon, Sue Mahon, DeAnn Hansum, Jen Arnold 
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Saint Paul’s Leadership Team 
 

Pastor       Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 

Church Administrative Assistant   Donna Spear 

Minister of Music/Organist       Russell Wynn, Jr. 

Assistant Minister of Music/Asst. Organist      Sharon Styer 

Assistant Accompanist     Michael Haven 

Nursery Attendant/Children’s Church   Open / Colleen Franciscus 

Children & Youth Leader     Colleen Franciscus 

Sexton       Steve Brown 

Groundskeepers      Robert Greenly/Ethan Hamilton 

Tech Team       Chip Palazzo, Keegan Gill, Heath Hansum 

Financial Secretary      Dianne Covert 

Treasurer                      Amy Snider 

 

Consistory 

Sharon Klose (‘21) – President/Deacon         Brad Gill (‘22) – Vice President/Trustee 

Jen Arnold (’23) – Deacon          Lisa Bernard (’23) – Trustee 

Merle Kay Englehart (‘21)- Deacon        Drew Faust (‘22) – Trustee  

Earl Fisher (’21) – Deacon          Colleen Franciscus (’22) –Secretary/Deacon 

Floyd Merritt (’22) – Deacon         Rhonda Newton (’23) – Deacon 

Amy Rearick (’22) – Deacon         Brent Sample (’21) - Trustee 

 

 
Contact and Connect 

 

Church Address:   1125 Mahoning Street, Milton, PA  17847 
Church Mailing Address:  PO Box 85, West Milton, PA  17886 
Church Office Contact:  570-568-1433 / admin@spuccwm.org   
Pastoral Emergencies:   570-975-9536 (Pastor Tim’s cell)     
Pastor’s Email:    PastorTim@spuccwm.org  
 
Church Online Directory:  https://engage.suran.com/spuccwm  
Church Online Events Calendar: https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar  
 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, catch our weekly services on  
FaceBook and YouTube and connect with online at: http://www.spuccwm.org  

CCLI  11376236 / CSPL126882 
 
 

 

mailto:admin@spuccwm.org
mailto:PastorTim@spuccwm.org
https://engage.suran.com/spuccwm
https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar
http://www.spuccwm.org/

