
 
 
July 28, 2021     “What happens here doesn’t stay here…” 
 

“Warning, Controversial Blog to Follow…” 
Pastor Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 
I am still completely unaware of why such vitreous people have about Christmas.  So, 

what if someone likes to celebrate Christmas in July.  Is it really hurting you?   
 

Yes, this is somewhat personal.  I was flipping through Music Choice channels at home 
last week and came upon the “Sounds of the Season” channel.  I completely forgot that 
after July 4, they switch to Christmas music for the remainder of the month.  I paused 

and smiled.  Quickly I heard a chorus of “change that now!”  My mom, Chip, Chase, 
all seemed deeply appalled at the fact Christmas Music was even available this time of 
year. 

 
My family are not alone in their response.  And it makes 

me wonder, have people really had that bad of experience 
with Christmas?  Is Christmas really that difficult or is it 
that it makes people afraid time is already flying by or that 

they just associate it with winter weather?  I’m not sure?   
 

For me, and maybe this is why I don’t get it, it’s about a 
time of year when peace seems more prevalent than ever, 
when hearts are a little softer, and we are called to reflect 

on the meaning of the season.  Lights, decorations, and 
music all create for me a mood, a time of remembrance 
and so Christmas music in July, still makes me smile.  

What better time to remember and be reminded of the 
reason for our very living than the farthest time away 

chronologically in the year, from the season of love, peace, 
hope and joy.  
 

Celebrating or remembering Christmas in July isn’t going 
to change the time of year, the speed of time, and I really 

don’t think it’s going to cause us to forget we are in the 
midst of the hot and humid dog days of summer.  No, we 
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have not put up trees in the church or set out the manger scene. However, we do need 
to remember and be reminded at every turn, the reason we celebrate the birth of Christ 

is because Christ came to save us all from ourselves and show us how to love one 
another unconditionally.   

 
Do you need that reminder?  Maybe the issue is that I need the reminder and all the 
other people in my life don’t.  And that’s ok.  I’ll take every reminder I can get.   

 
“And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night.  And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear.  And the angel said 
to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for 
all the people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord.  And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
  

So, on this day, Wednesday, July 28, 2021, let me wish you a very Merry Christmas.  
May you and me, like the shepherds in awe, remember and be called back to that space 

of awe and wonder in the world around us, every day.  Christ was born for this!  Amen. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Tim 

 

In Our Daily Prayers… 
 
Dick Albright 
Dick Bettleyon 
Family of David Bradley 
Gail Earnest 
Gladys Fawcett  
Greyson Greenawalt 
Steve Harding 
Mina Hoover 
Mary Rose Knelly  

Tom and Priscilla 
Lanks 
Cindy Lloyd 
Katy Mahon 
John Marsala 
Mike McCollum 
Cindy Mohr 
Jack Mosier 
The PA Songbirds 
Raquel Prager 

Jane Scurfield 
Sherri Schreiber 
Lucille Shuman 
Martha Shuman 
Alecia Snyder 
Tyrone, PA Community 
Western Wildfires 
Donna and Russ 
Wynn, Sr. 
Jane Yorks 

 

News from Home… 

 

Our next Community Research Project!   

✓ 6 p.m., Thursday, July 29, Pier 87, Williamsport 

Music, food, and fellowship in a place where we can gather once 
again.  We have private reserved area for gathering and you are 
welcome to invite guests to join us!  If you desire more information 

or would like to let us know you are coming, please contact Lisa 
Bernard (570-713-8479) or call the church office (570-568-1433). 
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Bring A Friend coming September 12, 2021 – Plan Now! 

 The popular “Bring a Friend” Homecoming” is 

back!  On Sunday, September 12, we will 
celebrate the return of our church year 

activities with a kick-off worship service (with 
Chancel Choir) followed by our first pot-luck 
meal, main dish provided.  Some of the 

activities we will be celebrating the return of 
are:  

✓ Bell, Chancel, and Children’s Choirs 

✓ Christian Formation Gatherings on Wednesday evenings, including dinner 
✓ Monday Morning Preacher 

✓ Sunday Morning Adult Gathering 
✓ and a full slate of Fall activities (see upcoming activities list here and on 

our website calendar) and mission events. 

 
 

Do You Have Your Clearances to Work with Children? 

According to PA state law and Saint Paul’s own by-laws, we require clearances to work 
with children in our church.  As we think about both our summer programs and our 

upcoming fall planning, we would like as many people as possible to complete their 
child-line clearances.   The Child Protective Services Law (CPSL) requires certain 

individuals to obtain clearances in order to be a volunteer with children. The purpose 
for requiring clearances is to protect our children, ourselves, and the church.  

Clearances are required for an unpaid volunteer at a minimum of every 60 months 

from the date of the oldest clearance.  

In accordance with the CPSL. The required clearances include: 

• Pennsylvania Child Abuse History Clearance 

• Pennsylvania State Police Criminal History Clearance 

If you have them and we don’t have a copy of them secured in our office, would you 

consider sharing them with us to hold on-file.  If you do not have them, and would 
consider getting them please link above and share a copy with us.  There is no charge 
for volunteer clearances, they are easy and available to complete all on-line, and if you 

need assistance in completing them online, we are here.   

Often, we will hear someone say, well I don’t plan on helping with the children’s 

program or with kids, however, even if you have to step in, in an emergent situation 
you may need them, so we would prefer better safe than sorry.  It’s quick, it’s easy, and 
it helps us stay affirmed in our goals of safe space and service to all.  Again, if you have 

questions or need assistance, you may call the church office.  All files and records are 
securely kept and considered private.    

 
 
 

https://www.dhs.pa.gov/KeepKidsSafe/Clearances/Pages/PA-Child-Abuse-History-Clearance.aspx
https://www.dhs.pa.gov/KeepKidsSafe/Clearances/Pages/Criminal-Background-Check.aspx
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New Member Sunday 
 

As we say here at Saint Paul’s, “You may 
come through the door as a visitor, from 
that moment on you are considered 
family.”  On July 25, we celebrated and 

officially welcomed 2 new members:  
Kellie Kazibwe and Carol Oberlin.  To 
send notes of welcome to visitors and new 

members, you may contact the church 
office for contact information or login to 

Engage, Saint Paul’s online directory.   
 
Are you considering official membership 

in the Saint Paul’s family?  Just have 
questions or want to plan to join?  Pastor Tim would welcome a conversation with you.  

You can contact him via the church office or by email pastortim@spuccwm.org.  Every 
Sunday, new members are welcome to join.  We pray you may find this place a place 
of nourishment and renewal.  The next New Member Sunday is August 29. 

 

New News about COVID-19 Virus Precautions 

With news of COVID-19 virus spread and the ‘delta variants’, we have and continue to 

keep a close eye on the latest information from the most credible sources as we 
continually consider our way forward with our primary interest being the safety of you, 

our congregants. 

We have opted to plan for the best situations and adjust as recommended to keep 
everyone as safe as possible.  Currently upper Northumberland and Union Counties 

have some of the lowest transmission rates in the state.  The local hospitals continue 
to report low volumes of inpatient cases, have relaxed visitation a little further, and our 

own vaccination rates here at the church remain extremely high. 

We continue to offer all precautions, including asking unvaccinated members and 
friends to wear masks as well as those that are just more comfortable doing so.  Hand 

sanitizers are placed at entrances to both the Sanctuary, Fellowship Hall, and building 
entrances, please use them often.  And as always, we ask that you respect others 
wishes for close personal contact – ask before shaking hands, hugging, or close 

approach. 

We will do everything possible to keep everyone safe and as long as we feel it is safe, 

we will keep all activities in place.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out to Pastor Tim or 
a member of Consistory should you have a concern. 

 

 
 
Coffee Hour 
 
Join us for a Summer Coffee Hour - with Iced Tea, Water and Lemonade, all available 
outside under the covered walkway immediately following worship each Sunday. 
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Looking for upcoming event dates / times?  Check out our calendar on the church 
web site: spuccwm.org and learn more or join us on social media via Facebook if you 

haven’t already.  @SaintPaul’sWestMilton 
 
We hope you will join us as we gather for and announce plans for fellowship activities, 
mission events, concerts, and just plain old worship and fellowship for the upcoming 
season. 

 
 

Faith Formation and Worship News… 

 
Weekly Faith Formation Gatherings 
 
Sunday Morning’s with Dave and Friends… Will return Sunday, September 12 
Monday Morning Preacher… Will return Monday, September 13 
Wednesdays Theology Mashup… Will return Wednesday, September 15 
 
Want to join or are you looking for online worship or a worship replay?  Like you can’t 
get enough of Pastor Tim’s message (right!)? Replay of services are always available via 
YouTube or Facebook.  Links are on our website homepage. https://www.spuccwm.org/ 
or below: 
 
Saint Paul’s Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulswestmilton  
Saint Paul’s YouTube Channel:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx534qz98pw4lEcpsJznLnw 

 
It’s almost here!  Compassion Camp VBS!   

✓ 5:30 to 8:00 p.m., August 2 through August 6 

Would you help spread the word?  Invite your neighbors, family, and 

friends.  Pre-registration is open, yet not required.  You may pre-
register to help us plan by linking to Compassion Camp from our 

website home page: www.spuccwm.org.  

Beginning Monday, August 2, through Friday, August 6, we will offer 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) here at 1125 Mahoning.  This year’s 

VBS, Compassion Camp, will kick off with a light supper offered each 
evening from 5:30 to 6 p.m. and then crafts, lessons, music, and activities from 6 – 8 

pm for ages 3 to 11 (5th grade).  Compassion Camp builds on “being loved, being kind, 
and being you.”   

With pre-registrations, we are expecting approximately 24 children at this point.  If you 

have an evening free and have your Child Line Clearances or would be willing to apply 
for them, see news item in this edition, we would love to have your help.  We will need 
at least three in the kitchen each evening, along with four to six helpers for music, 

crafts, lessons and fun activities.  If you are interested in assisting in some way, please 
reach out to Colleen Franciscus, Pastor Tim, or the church office (570) 568-1433.  We 

hope you will be here to join us.  There’s still time to register so, help us spread the 
word? 

 

https://www.spuccwm.org/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulswestmilton
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx534qz98pw4lEcpsJznLnw
http://www.spuccwm.org/
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Mission and Outreach News… 
 
Red Cross Bloodmobile 

✓ Giving the Gift of Life Every 56 Days 

Sponsored at 1125 Mahoning Street bi-monthly, the next 
scheduled Red Cross Bloodmobile is on Wednesday, August 
4, from 1 to 6 p.m.  Please consider giving the gift of life by 
donating blood.   
 
Saint Paul’s will provide the “canteen” of sandwiches, snacks, 
and drinks for the blood donors.  Please contact Diane 
Bettleyon to find out how you can help with this outreach 

project.  And for more information about giving the gift of life or scheduling a time to 
give, please visit:  https://www.redcrossblood.org/  
 

 

Fresh Express is moving! 

Effective during our next food distribution set for Thursday, August 12, Fresh Express 
Food Distribution will be conducted at 1125 Mahoning Street. 

✓ Recipients have been notified and the Central PA Food Bank has given their full 
approval. 

✓ Distributions will continue to take place the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each 

month, from 3 to 5 p.m. 
✓ Volunteers are needed from 1-5:30 p.m. for each distribution where we share 

boxed food items with approximately 100 families each distribution. 

 

 

Community Meal  

✓ Sunday, August 8, 5 - 6 p.m. 

Our next Community Meal will take place on Sunday, August 8, 

from 5 to 6 p.m.  If you are available to assist in the kitchen or 
would be able to bake a dessert or help make coleslaw, please 

reach out to Diane Bettleyon.  Diane will be at the “Coffee Table” 
Sunday morning immediately following worship.  You may find 
the sign-up sheets there.  This is an “every other month” meal 

and takes place currently as a drive-up and delivery meal here at 1125 Mahoning 
Street.  We feed approximately 120 people for the evening meal.  The menu for this 

month includes pulled-pork sandwiches, coleslaw and dessert.  All help is appreciated 
in providing items or helping serve. 

 
 
 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/
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This Week at Saint Paul’s… 
 
Thurs., July 29 Happy Birthday Carol Engle 
  Happy Birthday Floyd Merritt 
  10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Church Office open  
  6 p.m. Community Research Project at Pier 87, Williamsport   
     
Fri., July 30  10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Church Office open 
 
Sun., Aug. 1  10:30 a.m. Worship - Communion 
  https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulswestmilton 
  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx534qz98pw4lEcpsJznLnw 
 
Mon., Aug. 2  10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Church Office open  
  5:30 to 8:00 p.m. Vacation Bible School 
 
Tues., Aug. 3  Happy Anniversary Autumn and Drew Faust 
  10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Church Office open 
  5:30 to 8:00 p.m. Vacation Bible School  
     
Wed., Aug. 4  Happy Birthday Dave Wagner   
  10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Church Office open  
  1 to 6 p.m. Red Cross Bloodmobile 
  5:30 to 8:00 p.m. Vacation Bible School 
 

Upcoming Sunday Worship… 

LIVE stream and In Person @ 1125 Mahoning Street, Milton 
 
August 1, 2021      August 8, 2021 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost   Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
“Admit Nothing”      “Outdoing Jesus” 
Ephesians 4:1-16; John 6:24-35   Ephesians 4:25-5:2; John 6:35, 41-51 
Lector: Betsy Pullen     Lector: Keegan Gill 
Flower Sponsor: Marianne & Harriet Zeyn  Flower Sponsor: Available 
Offering Counter: S. Brown; D. Spear   Offering Counter: L. Bennett, D. Spear 
 
August Worship Leader:  Polly Barrall 
August Usher Team:  Barb and Dave Wagner, Sue Mahon 

Amy Snider (Sign In), Earl Fisher (Alternate) 

Contact and Connect Information 

Church Address:   1125 Mahoning Street, Milton, PA  17847 
Church Mailing Address:  PO Box 85, West Milton, PA  17886 
Church Office Contact:  570-568-1433 / admin@spuccwm.org  
Church Website:    https://www.spuccwm.org/  
Pastoral Emergencies:  570-975-9536 (Pastor Tim’s cell) 
Pastor’s Email:    PastorTim@spuccwm.org 
Church Online Directory:  https://engage.suran.com/spuccwm (account required) 
Church Online Events Calendar: https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar  

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulswestmilton
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx534qz98pw4lEcpsJznLnw
mailto:admin@spuccwm.org
https://www.spuccwm.org/
mailto:PastorTim@spuccwm.org
https://engage.suran.com/spuccwm
https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar
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If you like to plan…  

 
Visit the Church Events Calendar online at:  https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar 
 
Here are some upcoming events to add to your calendar: 
 
Thursday, July 29 – Community Research Project at Pier 87 Bar & Grill 6 to 10 p.m. 
 
Sunday, August 1 – Communion 
 
Monday, August 2 – 5 – Vacation Bible School Compassion Camp, 5:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, August 4 – Red Cross Bloodmobile, 1 to 6 p.m. 
 
Sunday, August 8 – Community Dinner at 5 p.m. at 1125 Mahoning 

(Drive-Through Format) 
 

Wednesday, August 11 – Friends Who Breakfast at Country Cupboard, 9:30 a.m. 
 

Sunday, August 22 – Back to School Picnic and Swim Party 
 
Sunday, September 5 – Communion; Blessing of the Animals 
 
Sunday, September 12 – Rally Day All Church Potluck 
 
Monday, September 13 – Monday Morning Preacher Returns at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Wednesday, September 15 – Family Formation Returns 

(Dinner, Bible Study, Youth Events, Music) 
 

Saturday, September 18 – Harvest Festival Parade 1 p.m. (SPUCC Float) 
 
Sunday, September 26 – S’mores and a Movie 
 
Saturday, October 9 – Hayride 
 
Sunday, October 10 – Community Dinner at 5 p.m. at 1125 Mahoning 

(Drive-Through Format) 

Saturday, October 23 – Pumpkin Patch / Trunk and Treat 
 
Saturday, November 6 – Annual Soup and Bake Sale 
 
Sunday, November 7 – All Saint’s Day 
 
Sunday, November 28 – Recreation Concert at 7 p.m. 
 
Sunday, December 5 – Community Dinner at 5 p.m. at 1125 Mahoning 
    (Drive-Through Format) 
 
 

https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar

