
 

December 1-4, 2022 

Peace and Blessings, Pastor Tim 

  
  
  
  
 

 

 

Dear Faith Family, 

Oh, it is my favorite time of year! Christmas lights 
that fill in the darkness of the short days, the 
overwhelming generosity of humanity, the lift-in-
the-step - it’s a wonderful time of year for many - 
not all - but for many.  And for those struggling this 
season, I ask you to join me in holding each care, 
concern and sadness in our hearts and prayers.  
May we seek to provide comfort through the 
generosity of listening, deep care, understanding, 
and grace. May we seek to help provide hope for all 
in unity. 

As a part of our “Down to Earth” Advent study this 
week, I was reading and preparing and a verse 
from Paul’s letter to the people of Galatia jumped 
out at me.  I’ve heard it many times before but this 
time it struck me anew.  If we are building a new 
church, I would love to see this scripture on a sign 
above the door: 

“There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor 
free, nor is there male or female, for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus.” (Gal. 3:28) 

Just before this line, Rev. Mike Slaughter had asked 
and answered the question: “What binds us 
together? Our unity in Christ Jesus.” And it struck 
me through the reading that before we can fully 
follow in unity, we must empty ourselves of our 
own prides and prejudices and be willing to be 
filled with the presence of the Holy.  No separation 
allowed.  Jesus did it.  God sent him as a humble 
servant, empty of all preconceptions.  Are we not 
called as followers of Jesus to empty ourselves and 
be ready to be filled anew in this season?  Isn’t that 
where we can truly find hope?  When God fills and 
uses us? 

As I was driving out Route 45 on the western end 
of the county this week, it hit me in the stillness of 
the ride, that this is a season I believe we are 
supposed to slow down, empty ourselves, and 
wait.  Actively.  Expectantly.  Wait for Jesus to come 
anew in our lives. And as I drove, I looked around 

at the farms and the rolling hills bare of vegetation 
and I smiled. The earth too is waiting. The earth too 
has emptied itself and is awaiting anew, something 
I pray we too can do.  Clear away the clutter in our 
minds and lives and allow some time to begin 
anew, to be filled with expectant hope, actively 
awaiting what is to come. And in unity be 
reminded of the important things, the things that 
are truly important, serving one another.   

Maybe that’s the root of why I love this season so 
much.  Because it calls us, I believe, to something 
beyond ourselves.  To put others first - all others - 
to serve and offer much grace on the journey.  That 
requires we let go of much ourselves which allows 
each of us to be filled in the helping of others.  Paul 
was clear in his letters.  There is no separation, and 
in this season for all who allow themselves to put 
aside all that separates and looks forward with 
hope in all who are one, we have hope. 

So, my prayer for us in this Season is that we may 
pause, begin to deal with whatever holds you back 
from being fully present, empty ourselves and 
allowing ourself the space to be filled anew with the 
hope, peace, love and joy of Jesus’ birth that we 
may welcome all, all as brothers and sisters, one in 
Christ Jesus, this season and always! Amen.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
Updates to our prayer list are made weekly from our Prayers 

and Love Facebook group and by calling the church office. 

Linda Beaver Ray Leeser 
Bob Black Jack & Angi Looby 
Judy Brown Katy Mahon 
Heather Counsil Kasey Milheim 
The Engle Family Newton/Anderson Family 
Gail Ernest Chuck Schworer 
Gladys Fawcett The Sullivan Family 
Greyson Greenawalt Flo Warner 
Ruth Henry Carolyn Wuerdeman 
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                                          Pastor Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 

 

Would You Join Us in Praying For… 



 

 

 

Ways to Help in Community 

Dear Faith Family, we are fortunate to be called upon 
to help with families in our community who we may 
be called to serve.  Here are a few ways we may help 
others.   If you feel led to help in these ways, please 
reach out to the contact listed and let them know you 
are willing to assist.  #servingthecommunitytogether 

Katy’s Birthday Fundraiser 
Last year for Katy Mahon’s birthday she did a 
fundraiser for our local children’s hospital. It was 
such a great success and meant so much to the teens 
that received gifts, she wanted to do it again. So, for 
her birthday this year, she is asking friends in the 
community to help me make a difference for teens in 
the hospital this holiday season as well. The reason 
she started this was that she found teens who are in 
the hospital, typically get forgotten over children of 
younger ages, so she wanted to help bridge that gap.  
Katy has put together a list of things she thinks teens 
would like in all price ranges.  She’s also looking for 
more gift ideas to put on the list for teen boys. So, if 
you have any ideas, please let her know. To help you 
may go directly to Amazon: 
https://tinyurl.com/KatysBDFundraiser 
or contact Katy or her mom, Amy. Thank you in 
advance for considering this way to help this holiday 
season. 

Sharing Our Tables Community Meal  
If you signed up to provide meal ingredients for the 
Sunday, December 4, meal, please drop off the items 
to the church by Friday at 2 p.m.  Thank you to 
everyone for helping with ingredients or giving of 
your time in preparing and serving the meal! 

DHCC Children’s Gift Drive 
Jen Arnold is once again assisting with the Donald 
Heiter Community Center Children’s Gift Drive. 
There is a list of children along with their wish lists 
for items. Many are just asking for necessities.  Jen still 
has approximately 25 children’s names.  If you contact 
her and are willing to help, she will send you the list 
to choose a child or choose one for you, if you like.  
The gifts need to be purchased, labeled, and to the 
Donald Heiter Center by December 9, just 8 days 
away! So, any and all help is appreciated.  For details 
you may reach out to Jen at: 
Family1Arnold@gmail.com 
Thank you for considering to help in this way. 

 

Helping with Warm Clothing 
We, too, get requests for assistance with Christmas 
gifts and clothing this time of year.  And this is just 
another way our local mission fund is being used. If 
you have a desire to sponsor a family, and you would 
choose to do this through the church directly, please 
let us know and we will connect you with families in 
need across our area.   

Christmas Wreaths – Pick Up This Sunday  
All of the Fresh Fir Christmas Wreaths have been 
prepared and are adorned with beautiful bows!  
Please plan to pick up wreath orders at church this 
Sunday, December 4.  We sold 97 wreaths this year 
with $679 proceeds for local community missions and 
outreach! 

Christmas Kisses 
We are collecting bags of Hershey Kisses for our 
December 22 Fresh Express Food Distribution.  Each 
of our guests will receive a Christmas card from our 
church family (thank you confirmands for preparing 
the cards) along with a little bag of Hershey Kiss 
chocolates.  Drop off Hershey Kiss candies in the little 
red wagon in the Narthex or in the church office.  
Thank you for helping to provide a Christmas Wish 
of Love to our Fresh Express recipients. 

The Little Red Wagon and Reverse Advent 
In addition to our “Reverse Advent” box of food 
collection, “the little red wagon” in our Narthex 
remains for donations for our emergency pantry.  
Shelf stable items may be dropped into the wagon and 
helps keep our emergency food pantry stocked so that 
we may help those in our community. Your help is 
always appreciated as we together help our neighbors 
to ease food insecurity.  You may also drop Walmart 
Weis, Giant, or gas station gift cards in the offering 
plate or in the office.  Every little bit helps.   

 

Sharing Our Gifts 

This Week’s Food Items 

(visit our website homepage for the complete list) 

https://tinyurl.com/KatysBDFundraiser
mailto:Family1Arnold@gmail.com


 

 
 

Join Us as We Journey Through Advent 

If you have thought about inviting someone to church, 
this would be a great time, as always, to invite them to 
see and experience Saint Paul’s.   

Sunday, Dec. 4, at 5:30 p.m. 
“Community Concert” featuring vocal and 
instrumental holiday music followed by a dessert bar 
and coffee.  We have a wonderful variety of talent set 
for the evening.  Come, let your heart be light and 
enjoy these songs of the season anew! 

Sunday, Dec. 11, 5:30 p.m.  
“Hope is Born:  Three Springs Live Nativity” in 
Navoo, Pa.  We will depart at 4 p.m. for a trip to 
experience the live nativity. We have 75 spots for the 
evening’s walk through Bethlehem.  The cost is free. 
We should return to Saint Paul’s parking lot around 8 
p.m.  A sign-up sheet is on the table in the Narthex. 

Sunday, Dec. 18, 5:30 p.m.  
“Annual Christmas Meal and Pageant” a great 
evening of food, fun, and fellowship.  The meal will 
be catered, and the show will be directed by Kelly 
Kazibwe.  Kelly is seeking volunteers to help with the 
play, the story of Christmas as told by the one of the 
tiniest of creatures from that night so long ago.  We 
promise this is something you won’t want to miss!  A 
practice run through of the play will be held after 
worship on Sunday, December 4.  Any questions, 
please let Kelly know.  klo28867@alumni.bloomu.edu    

Saturday, Dec. 24, 4:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.  
“Candlelight and Communion Services” a more child 
friendly earlier service begins at 4:30 p.m. and will 
incorporate the Children’s Choir, while the second 
service begins with a half hour of special music 
starting at 10:30 p.m. with a service featuring both our 
Chancel and Bell Choirs. 

Sunday, Dec. 25, 10:30 a.m.  
“Christmas Morning Birthday Party Service” is 
planned with Chancel Choir to celebrate the Birth of 
Jesus. What a day it will be.  Come in your favorite 
Christmas sweater or pajamas. 

Fun in Fellowship Hall, aka Coffee Hour   
Each Sunday 10 a.m. to 10:30 and 11:30 to 12 noon, 
join your church family around the tables.  We 
promise, you won’t leave church hungry.  If you 
would like to sponsor Coffee Hour or help in any 
way, please contact Donna in the church office. 

Christmas Poinsettias 
Poinsettias will be placed in the Sanctuary in Honor, 
Memory or Celebration of Friends, Family, Neighbors 
and Loved Ones from December 18 to December 
24.  The cost $10 each. Please complete the form you 
will find inserted in this week’s bulletin or submit and 
order online on our church website homepage. 
Deadline for orders is Sunday, December 11. 

2023 Altar Flowers 
You may begin reserving Altar Flowers for 2023.  Call 
the church office to reserve a Sunday. Or, click the 
2023 Altar Flowers button on our church website 
homepage to reserve online.  Cost is $50. 

Anthrocite Symphonic Band 
Our own Kevin Styer is directing “A Traditional 
Christmas” concert on Thursday, December 8, at 7 
p.m. at the Northumberland County Career and Arts 
Center in Shamokin.  Cost is $10.  This will be a 
wonderful evening of beautiful seasonal music. 

A Very Jazzy Christmas 
You are invited to this year’s Buffalo Valley Singers 
Christmas Concert title “A Very Jazzy Christmas.”  It 
will be held on Saturday, December 10, at 7:30 p.m. 
and Sunday, December 11, at 3:00 p.m. at St. John’s 
United Church of Christ, 1050 Buffalo Road, 
Lewisburg.  Admission is $8 (children 12 and under 
free). 
 
 
 
Happy Birthdays … 

 
 

 
 
Gifts & Offerings November 27, 2022 
Attendance In Person:  106 (4 Visitors) 
Attendance on LIVE:  198 
Virtual Reach:  10,682   Christian Education:  59 
Plate Giving  $   3,072.00 
Loose Plate  $      168.00 
Online Giving  $      312.22   
Operational Total $   3,552.22 
Restricted Giving $        55.00  
Total Giving  $   3,607.22 

An order for offering envelopes has been placed.  If you are 
person or family that likes to have offering envelopes, we 
anticipate receiving them soon.   

Dec 1 – Jo Beatty Dec 5 – Nancy Sampsell 
Dec 6 – Dianne Covert Dec 9 – Doug Hagerman 
Dec 12 – Pat Korizno Dec 15 – Judy Brown 

On the Journey Together 

Saint Paul’s Celebrations 

Stewardship 

mailto:klo28867@alumni.bloomu.edu


 

Follow Saint Paul’s  
Facebook Page at: 
https://www.facebook.com
/saintpaulswestmilton.   
 
We post lots of pictures of 
our events and gatherings.  
This picture was taken the 
night of our carols, tree 
lighting, hot chocolate, 
and cookies event.  Who 
knew Santa would not be 
able to stand up straight?? 

 
 

December 4, 2022 
Second Sunday of Advent 
“Peace on Mahoning” 
Isaiah 11:1-10; Matthew 3:1-12 
Worship Leader:  Niki Weber 
Lector:  Barb Wagner 
Acolyte:  The Sample Family 
Coffee Hour Sponsor:  Cyndy and Doug Kister 
Flowers: Pastor Tim & Chip 
Offering Counter:  S. Brown; D. Spear 

December 11, 2022 
Third Sunday of Advent 
“Love on Mahoning” 
Isaiah 35:1-10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 
Worship Leader:  Niki Weber 
Lector:  Olivia Hockenbrock 
Acolyte:  Barbella Family 
Coffee Hour Sponsor:  Lisa and Bill Bernard 
Flowers:  Sue Overdorf, Pat Bender, Doug Hagerman 
Offering Counter:  A. Mahon; D. Spear 
 
December Greeter/Usher Team:  Lisa & Bill Bernard, 
Sue Mahon, Rhonda Newton, Barb & Dave Wagner, 
Chris Warner 
 
 
 
Join Pastor Tim and friends for an interactive Advent 
book discussion “Down to Earth.” This four-week 
journey is on Wednesdays at 6:05 p.m. in the Parlor 
(November 16, 30, December 7, and 14).  Jump in 
anytime.  Bring friends, neighbors, family and join us. 
 
Sunday Morning Jump Start Sunday School 9:15am  
Church Nursery Sundays from 9am to noon.  
Children’s Church   During a portion of worship 
ages 3 to Grade 2.   
Confirmation Sundays 5pm 
Youth & Family Gatherings 2nd & 4th Sunday 5-7pm 
Monday Morning Reflections 11am Parlor 
Wednesday Interactive   6:05pm Parlor 

Upcoming Youth & Family Gatherings: 

Sunday, December 11 our trip to the live nativity in 
Navoo, Pa.  All ages are welcome and will be truly 
entertained. 

Sunday, December 18 our Holiday event with the all-
church Christmas dinner at 5:30, followed by this 
year’s Christmas Pageant.   

Join us for this fun time of gathering with our children! 

 
 

Family Nights 2023! 
Dear faith family, particularly those with youth and 
children… First, we hope you will pay special 
attention to all the opportunities we have to gather for 
the Advent Season, starting with the Caroling and 
Tree Lighting on Sunday evening November 27 at 
5:30 p.m. and check out each event, each week 
following.  With that in mind, note our normal Youth 
and Family gatherings will return at 5 p.m. on January 
8, the second Sunday of January.  Each gathering is a 
time of food, fun, lessons, and crafts.  Additionally, 
for parents with children ages 2nd to 5th grade, a special 
event will be planned (during the same time frame) to 
allow some dedicated time to this group.  Maybe an 
extra activity, a night out for bowling, bouncing, or 
pizza and a movie.  Parents will be encouraged to sign 
up to lead one of the evening’s activities or events.  
For questions, suggestions, or concerns, please reach 
out to Colleen Franciscus, our Christian Education 
leader.   
 

Dec. 4 – Sharing Our Tables Community Meal 4-5pm 

Dec. 4 – Advent Instrumental & Choral Concert 5:30pm 

Dec. 8 – Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5pm 

Dec. 11 – Live Nativity at Navoo, Pa. 5:30pm 

Dec. 18 – Christmas Pageant & Catered Meal 5:30pm 

Dec. 22 – Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5 pm 

Dec. 24 – Candlelight Communion Service 4:30pm 

Dec. 24 – Special Music 10:30pm 

Dec. 24 – Candlelight Communion Service 11pm 

Dec. 25 – Christmas Morning Birthday Party Service 10:30 

https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar  

 

 
 

    
 
 

Upcoming Worship 

Saint Paul’s Events 

Youth & Family News 

Forming Our Faith 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulswestmilton
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulswestmilton
https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar

