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Dear Faith Family, 

We, Saint Paul’s UCC faith community began this 
week faced with some unknowns.  One, if we were 
going to be permitted to extend our lease here at 
1125 Mahoning Street; two, if our land purchase, 
pending the engineering study, would be deemed 
viable for our project; and three, where we would go 
should we not be extended the lease at our present 
location. 

By Tuesday evening at the end of our Consistory 
meeting, it felt like we were the Disciples in the boat 
with Jesus during the storm.  Remember the story?  

“Right then, Jesus made the disciples get into the 
boat and go ahead to the other side of the lake while 
he dismissed the crowds. When he sent them away, 
he went up onto a mountain to pray. Evening came 
and he was alone. Meanwhile, the boat, fighting a 
strong headwind, was being battered by a storm and 
was already far away from land. Very early in the 
morning he came to his disciples, walking on the 
lake. When the disciples saw him walking on the 
lake, they were terrified and said, “It’s a ghost!” 
They were so frightened they screamed. 

Just then Jesus spoke to them, “Be encouraged! It’s 
me. Don’t be afraid.” 

Peter replied, “Lord, if it’s you, order me to come to 
you on the water.” 

And Jesus said, “Come.” 

Then Peter got out of the boat and was walking on 
the water toward Jesus. But when Peter saw the 
strong wind, he became frightened. As he began to 
sink, he shouted, “Lord, rescue me!” 

 Jesus immediately reached out and grabbed him, 
saying, “You man of weak faith! Why did you begin 
to have doubts?”  When they got into the boat, the 
wind settled down. 

Then those in the boat worshipped Jesus and said, 
“You are the Messiah!” (O, ye of little faith!)” 

Oddly, this same story was a part of Wednesday 
evening’s Interactive Study group.  The ending of 

Season III of The Chosen was this very story of 
Simon Peter’s anger and confusion as to why Jesus 
hadn’t acted in the way he felt Jesus should.  Maybe 
Simon Peter’s calling was a mistake, or maybe it 
wasn’t.  I have to tell you, it has not gotten to that 
point entirely.  However, I have asked myself a 
version of that question through the wilderness 
experience of our journey to find a new permanent 
home. Jesus, have I lead in the wrong way? Have I 
misunderstood where the Holy was leading? 
Knowing where we were being called, yet not 
knowing how we would get there? 

After months of having faith while searching and 
waiting and not fully understanding, the feelings of 
being lost were still present on Monday.  By Tuesday 
evening, there were answers to at least some of our 
questions. One, we were told the lease at 1125 would 
not to be extended; two, we received a preliminary 
report that the engineering study was still ongoing 
with nothing yet to prevent the purchase of land.  
However, there are more inspections and tasks to 
complete.  So, at least some progress is being made; 
and finally, on Tuesday, probably the most amazing 
news was we had located a temporary location and 
by the unanimous vote of the Consistory, we have a 
plan to move forward. A plan for some of our 
missional work to remain in the community and a 
place in mind that we will be worshipping, 
fellowshipping and be able to do all other church 
activities, while reaching out in the broader 
community for partnerships. “O, ye of little faith,” it 
felt like we were hearing. “I am with you, keep 
following.” Funny how we can question our faith in 
following, yet God has us in the midst of it all. I 
remember a conversation with a few folks saying, “I 
know God has us, I just wish the Holy would give 
us a sign or something, maybe a text 
message.”  Looking back there are signs all around, 
and great things are happening, even growth in the 
midst of this. 

While none of it will be easy to accomplish, we 
should know we are not alone.  God is with us, and 
we know this through those who walk with us, all 
around us. We know that our neighbors at Central 
Oak Heights have continually reached out to help us 
try to figure out a way forward, and we know that 
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seeds of partnerships are being formed through this 
journey which will be forever fruitful to the service 
of our community and the glory of God. 

So, stay tuned.  As for our land and new building, 
there are many more tests and permitting to be 
done. As for our new temporary location, there, too, 
are there many things to be done before we can 
move, and there’s packing and moving, too.  These 
are all things that will bring us even closer as we 
work together.  God didn’t bring us this far to go 
“Oh, you’re done now.”  After 123 years, Saint 
Paul’s is alive and well, going strong, and continues 
to have much work to do to better serve others, to 
fellowship and offer others safe space to discover 
and grow closer to the Holy, and the beautiful thing 
of it all, no matter where we are, God is with us, 
together, as a faith family.  

Thanks be to God, thanks be to our leadership team, 
who have never wavered, and all our faith family 
who have continued on the journey with us, 
encouraging and praying for us all. Keep the prayers 
coming and above all keep the faith. God’s got us.   

With a grateful heart for all the love, support, and 
hard work of your leadership team, the full 
Consistory, and the mustard seed faith we 
sometimes cling to, I say to you all, you are loved 
and we give God thanks for you. 

 

PS Stay tuned Sunday for some special announcements 

of our way forward. 

. 

 
 

Updates to our Prayer List are made from our 
Prayers and Love FB Group and phone calls to the church office. 

 

 

Blooming on March 24 
Congratulations to our own Susie Gearhart! Susie will 
officially open her second location of the Blooming 
Rooster Florals and Gifts, this time at 322 Market Street 
in Lewisburg. An official ribbon cutting on Friday, 
March 24 at 2 p.m. begins a new era.  Susie will 
maintain two shops, keeping her flagship store at 30 
Elm Street, Milton, and now a new second location in 
Lewisburg. It is such a joy to celebrate and walk the 
journey with Susie. We hope you will stop in and visit 
her at either shop soon.  Her store hours will be: in 
Milton - Thursday and Friday 11a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Lewisburg, Tuesday 
through Friday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturdays from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Congratulations Susie, may all you do 
be filled with God’s blessings for the gifts you share. 

Friends Who Breakfast 
Mark your calendar for our next “Friends Who 
Breakfast,” on April 12, at 9:30 a.m. at Silver Moon 
Restaurant, Lewisburg.  It’s a wonderful time to catch 
up with old friends and meet new friends and have a 
yummy breakfast!  All are welcome.  To learn more, 
check in with Merle Kay Englehart at 570-568-0755 

Easter Flowers 
Sunday, April 2, is the last day to order Easter flowers.  
Please find an order form on the piano in the Narthex 
or you may order online from the homepage of our 
website. Flowers this year are being purchased 
through Gloria & Bill Lehman’s Flower Tent.  Flowers 
being offered this year are tulips, daffodils, hyacinths, 
and white lillies for $10 per six inch pot and 
hydrangea for $20. Thank you for helping to adorn 
our worship space for Easter by purchasing flowers in 
honor, memory, or celebration of loved ones. 

Linda Beaver Tom & Mary Hepner 
Judy Brown Dave Humphrey 
Edwin Confer Joanna Johnson 
Kim & Reuben Councill Brian Lieberman 
The Engle Family Katy Mahon 
Gail Ernest Joe Martin 
Mindy Gemberling Wynn-Haven Family 
Greyson Greenawalt Unspoken Requests 

On the Journey Together 

Would You Join Us in Praying For… 



 

Roast Beef Dinner 
The Masonic Temple at 117 North Front Street in 
Milton is holding their annual Roast Beef dinner.  The 
dates are Saturday, April 15, from 4-6 p.m., and 
Sunday, May 14, from 11 a.m.-2 p.m.  The cost is $13 
and take outs are available.  Questions?  Call the 
Masonic Temple at (570) 742-9402. 

Easter Egg Hunt 
We are now accepting donations for items to fill 
plastic Easter eggs …  be it candy, stickers, or small 
toys.  Please drop any items off to the church office 
no later than Wednesday, April 5.   

 

 

 
 
 
Mar 24 – Happy Birthday Chris Arnold 
Mar 24 – Happy Birthday Heath Hansum 
Mar 24 – Happy Birthday Mike Spickler 
Mar 24 – Word, Wine, & Wisdom@Union Cellars 4:30p 
Mar 25 – Happy Birthday Bo Gill 
Mar 26 – Happy Birthday Doug Kister 
Mar 31 – Happy Birthday Jane Rowe 
Mar 31 – Happy Anniversary Don & Peggy Emory 
Apr 2 – Chancel Choir Rehearsal 9a 
Apr 2 – Jump Start Sunday School 9:15a 
Apr 2 – Children’s Choir Practice 10a 
Apr 2 – Coffee Hour in Fellowship Hall 10a 
Apr 2 – Worship 10:30a 
Apr 2 – Confirmation Class in the Parlor 5p 

 
 

Little Red Wagon 
Our “little red wagon” in the Narthex continues to be 
a blessing for our community and families. And, by 
the generosity of you, our Saint Paul’s family, our 
emergency food pantry shelves are currently in good 
shape to help others.  If you wish to support our “Little 
Red Wagon” ministry, you may continue to provide 
gift cards to local grocery stores or gas stations which 
are also used to help those in need.  You may drop gift 
cards into our offering plate on Sunday morning or to 
the church office. 

One Great Hour of Sharing Coin Boxes 
Coin Boxes will be collected on Sunday, April 2.  
100% of all monies given are shared with the UCC 
National Setting and then 100% distributed to 
churches and communities in need from helping 
recover from natural disasters to churches, like us, 
beginning new programs. So, help us help our 
neighbors, grab a coin box and help us in this way 
of being the church.   

Lay Your Cross on the Altar 
You are invited to bring your favorite cross to place 
on the altar during this season, and check out these 
crosses anytime you are at the church as we share 
our life and faith journeys together.  Blessing of the 
crosses will take place at the Good Friday service at 
7 p.m. 

 

 

Gifts & Offerings March 19, 2023 
To all who offer their time, talents and gifts to create 
this community, our special thanks!  It is good 
always and everywhere to give thanks to God.  

Attendance on LIVE:  303 
Virtual Reach:  3,409 
Attendance In Person:   122 (6 Visitors) 
Christian Formation:  30 
Plate Giving  $   2,986.00 
Loose Plate  $      159.00 
Online Giving  $      991.10 
Operational Total $   4,126.10 
Restricted Giving $      195.00  
Total Giving  $   4,331.10 

 

 

Sharing Our Gifts 

Stewardship 

March 24 – April 2 Calendar 

Last Sunday, we enjoyed a great Irish meal prepared by our 
own Jon Hagan in honor and remembrance of kidney 
disease awareness month. 



 

 

March 26, 2023 – Fifth Sunday in Lent 
“What Others?”    
Leviticus 12:45-46; Luke 5:12-13, 17:11-19 
Worship Leader:  Jen Arnold 
Lector:  Rev. Ed. Prowant 
Acolyte:  Kadence Gill 
Flowers:  Available 
Coffee Hour Sponsor: Kathy Showers 
Offering Counter:  A. Mahon; D. Spear 

April 2, 2023 – Palm Sunday (Communion) 
“Who Needs Uber?”    
Zechariah 9:9; Luke 14-4; 19:28-40 
Worship Leader:  Niki Weber 
Lector:  Holly Barbella 
Acolyte:  Sam Barbella 
Flowers:  Available 
Coffee Hour Sponsor: Lisa & Bill Bernard 
Offering Counter:  A. Henry; D. Spear 

April 6, 2023 – Maundy Thursday 
“The Politics of Dancing”    
Luke 22:7-34 
Worship Leader:  Niki Weber 
Lector:  Shelly Sholley 
Acolyte:  Riley Gill 

April 7, 2023 – Good Friday 
“Stations of the Cross for Outsiders”    
Luke 23:32-43 
Worship Leader:  Niki Weber 
Lector:  TBA 
Acolyte:  TBA 

April Usher Team:  Steve & Robin Brown, Sue 
Mahon, Amy Mahon, Chris Arnold, Carol Clewell, 
George Mull 
 
 
   

Faith Formation 

o Sunday Morning Jump-Start –Parlor at 9:15a 

o Children’s Church (ages 3 to 2nd grade) – during 
a portion of our 10:30 Worship 

o Confirmation – 5p Sunday evenings through May 

o Youth & Family Gatherings – 2nd and 4th 
Sundays at 5 to 7p.  March 26, April 16 

o Quarterly Special Events – 2nd to 5th graders, 
select Sundays 5 to 7 p.m.  TBA 

o Monday Morning Reflections –Parlor at 11a 

o Wednesday Interactive –Parlor at 6:05p 

o Fourth Friday Word, Wine & Wisdom-Union 
Cellars, Lewisburg 4:30 and 6:30 p.m. Meeting 
again on March 24. All are welcome. 

o We are reading the Gospel of Luke for Lent – 
Pick up a chapter reading list by date at church. 

Music 

o Chancel Choir – Rehearsing at 9a on Sundays in 
the Sanctuary choir loft. 

o Bell Choir – Wednesdays at 5p. in the Music 
Room.  Returning in March. 

o Children’s Choir –Sunday mornings at 10 

Fellowship 

o Sunday Morning Coffee Hour – Every Sunday 
at 10 in Fellowship Hall 

o Faith Family Meal – April’s monthly meal will 
be an Easter breakfast at 9:15 Easter morning.  
Ham and biscuits provided.  Bring a side dish to 
share 

o Friends Who Breakfast – 2nd or 3rd Wednesdays 
at 9:30a  Next on April 12 at Silvermoon. 

o Community Research Project – Dates & Times TBD  

A Way to Serve Others 

o Volunteer Monday – from noon to 2p.  Every 
level of assistance is needed, and we have a 
great time in fellowship and laughter.  

o Blood Mobile Canteen – Select Wednesdays  
(every other month) and scheduled again for 
March 29 from 1 to 6p 

o Fresh Express – 1 to 5p on the 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays scheduled next for March 23, April 13 
and 27 

o The Little Red Wagon – Available weekly in 
support of our emergency food pantry and 
neighborhood needs. 

o Sharing Our Tables – Bi-monthly community 
meal program in conjuntion with area churches 
and scheduled again for Sunday, April 16 

Upcoming Worship 

Faith & Family -Time & Talents 


