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Dear Faith Family,  

This past week as I was walking to my car after a 

pastoral visit, I found myself in a conversation with 

God, thanking God that not only was I called to be a 

pastor, but more importantly that people had invited 

me in to be a part of their lives.  What a humbling 

thing that is, to be invited in, a part of.  It is in these 

moments in which I am in such awe.  Stories and 

situations are entrusted to me, and I am permitted to 

walk life’s journeys with so many of you, and at the 

same time I know so many who need that very care 

and attention of a friend or faith family to walk 

alongside one another.  It is how and where I believe 

we meet God, in one another. 

I love this, and us, so much.  I want others to 

experience it.  I want others to know there is a place 

where people care, not just for this person or that 

person, but for all people.  I want people to feel it 

when they walk in our doors and remember it when 

they go back out into the world.  I want others to 

experience the love and welcome, the grace and 

understanding, the need for space to be understood 

that we give one another.  I want that for everyone.  

Yet I can’t share that message alone. 

We need you, each and every one of you, our family, 

to step up and invite, welcome, fellowship with, and 

be attentive to one another.  Often when someone is 

asked how they are doing it is done out of habit or 

cursory concern.  However, I believe Christ calls us to 

do so from a place of deep concern.  Pause, ask the 

question, and listen, really listen to the answer, not 

just the words but the demeanor.  And then respond 

accordingly. We need each other for this and on this 

journey. 

I am often reminded that we live in an area where 

German Reformation was prevalent, where feelings 

were kept to oneself and everyone must show 

strength and little emotion.  For far too long has 

emotion been pushed aside and the depth of Christ’s 

grace and love has been left to guess work.  And many 

are left feeling I’m alone in this and no one has ever 

experienced anything like this because no one has 

ever talked about it.   

We, as followers of Christ, have a responsibility to not 

just help one another but to allow help ourselves, to 

be open and honest and real with one another.  Many 

times churches are classified as places of great 

facades.  We can put up a good front, everything is 

wonderful, everyone here is perfect, all is well, and 

for some reason, don’t want others thinking this place 

is full of people who need one another, who need the 

love and grace and understanding Christ taught.  

Don’t put God in a box and expect everyone else to 

stay in some neat little box, too.  God is everywhere 

we are.  When we walk out of the church doors, God 

doesn’t wave goodbye and say see you next time you 

are here.  God goes with us on our journey, through 

our hurts and joys and ups and downs, God is in real 

life.  And that’s what, I believe, we need to remember, 

how I believe we need to live.  Real lives, really ready 

to share and accept God’s love and grace from and 

with all we meet.   

Sometimes people think, well, I don’t really need my 

faith community right now.  No one can help me.  Or 

there’s nothing I need help with.  And I have to ask, 

what about the person who you may meet at the table 

who is going through something you have been 

through and needs you?  Where are we then?  Are we 

there for one another?  It’s who I believe we are called 

to be and who we most are.   

So, as you consider, “Should I come to church?”  

“Should I stay for a meal?”  “Should I go to this event 

or that event?”  Remember, it may not be just about 

you.  It may be about the family who needs you or you 

need and don’t even know it.  God has a plan for you, 

for us all, so may we try to stay out of the way and let 

God work in and through us always. May we 

experience Christ in beautiful ways when others 

allow us the privilege of sharing their life’s journey.  

Amen. 

#seeyouinchurch #spucconthejourneytogether 
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Peace, Pastor Tim 



 

 

 

Jo Beatty Gary O’Neill 
Linda Beaver Mary Renninger 
Colleen Davidson Dennis Rupert 
Gail Earnest Jan & Larry Seibert 
Autumn Faust Wayne & Nancy Stahl 
Gladys Fawcett Nancy Stahlnecker 
Greyson Greenawalt Sharon Styer 
Family of Kiana Kautz Kathy Weiand 
Katy Mahon Dave Wagner 
Mike McCollum Wynn-Haven Family 
Penny Parks-Dean Elaine Waugh 
Cindy Mohr Family of Pam Young 

Prayer requests are updated weekly from our 
Prayers & Love Facebook page and phone calls. 

 

 

 

 

“Our prayers may be awkward. Our attempts may be 
feeble. But since the power of prayer is in the one who hears 
it and not the one who says it, our prayers do make a 
difference.”  ~ M. Lucado 

 

 

Saint Paul’s Emergency Food Pantry…  Thank you 
for all you do to assist in helping to keep our pantry 
well stocked for our neighbors in need.  Your 
contributions are always appreciated. Items may be 
dropped off at the red wagon in the Narthex on 
Sunday mornings or during the week during office 
hours.  Current needs include both grocery store 
cards and gas cards, which support members and 
friends in the community who may need a helping 
hand.  Drop in the offering plate on Sunday morning 
or in the church office throughout the week. You’ve 
responded in amazing ways as we continue to serve 
others.  #spucconthejourneytogether 

Fresh Express Food Distribution 
Thursdays, September 22 and October 13   1-5 p.m. 
(Info Contact:  Earl Fisher, Al Henry, Beth Vincent) 

Sharing Our Tables Community Meal 
Sunday, November 13   4-5 p.m. 
(Info Contact: Shelly Sholley or Floyd Merritt) 

 
 

You are invited to join any of Saint Paul’s Christian 
Education groups. 

Sunday Morning Jump Start, (an adult Sunday School 
class) gathering in the Parlor at 9:15 a.m. each week for 
a text discussion to start your day.   

Children’s Church & Nursery - Sunday Mornings 
Following the “Time with Our Children” in worship, 
the children (age 3 – grade 2) may go back to their 
classroom for a lesson and activity. Younger children 
may go to the nursery if parents choose. (Info Contact:  
Colleen Franciscus) 

Confirmation Class – Sundays 5 p.m. 
“Holy Envy” to “The Chosen” will be explored, along 
with field trips, guest speakers, and fun along the 
way.  Beginning Sunday, September 11, Confirmation 
class is ages 13-18. (Info Contact: Pastor Tim) 

Youth & Family Gatherings – 2nd and 4th Sunday 
evenings.  These evenings include snacks, crafts, 
lessons, and activities for all children and families ages 
toddler to 5th grade.  Our first gathering is Sunday, 
September 11 at 5 p.m. where our evening will include 
a discussion with parents about time for gathering.  All 
are welcome! (Info contact: Colleen Franciscus) 

Monday Morning Reflections – Exploring our Biblical 
Texts in today’s world.  Beginning September 12, at 
10:30 a.m. in the Parlor with Pastor Tim.   

Wednesday Interactive – 6:05 p.m. weekly in the Parlor. 
Bring your dinner, something to drink or a dessert to 
share as we gather for our weekly discussion.  The book 
for this fall is a Brian McLaren ebook: “Why Don’t They 
Get It? Overcoming Bias in Others (and Yourself).” (print 
copies can be provided if needed) This “Interactive” will 
run Wednesday evenings through October.   

 

 
Music is an integral part of who we are at Saint Paul’s 
and Choir season just makes that extra special. You 
are invited to join any of our musical groups. (Info 
Contact:  Russ Wynn & Sharon Styer) 

Chancel Choir - all are welcome as we rehearse 9 a.m. 
Sundays in the Sanctuary. 

Children’s Choir – all children ages Kindergarten to 
Grade 5 practice weekly at 10 a.m. beginning 
September 18 in the choir room.   

Bell Choir – forming now.  Please reach out to Russ 
Wynn to express interest or learn more. 

Would You Join Us in Praying For… 

Ways to Serve 

Gifts to Share 

Forming our Faith 



 

 
 

See you this Sunday at 
Saint Paul’s as we celebrate 
Homecoming.  A wonderful time of 
worship and fellowship and a kickoff of events for the 
upcoming church year.  The chancel choir returns to 
sing during worship, Pastor Tim’s sermon is titled, 
“There’s No Place Like Home,” and then we will enjoy a 
delicious traditional homecoming potluck lunch 
together.  Main dish of meatloaf is provided, just bring 
your favorite side dish to share!  Bring your friends and 
neighbors to enjoy this Saint Paul’s celebration! 
 
Coffee Hour and Breakfast…  Head back to 
Fellowship Hall before and after worship to enjoy a 
time of fellowship.  If you would like to sponsor the 
“snacks” on any given Sunday, there’s a signup sheet 
next to the coffee bar, or talk with Diane Bettleyon 
about how you can help. 
  
New Member Sunday… Our next new member 
Sunday is September 25.  Full membership is open to 
all through profession of faith, membership transfer 
from another denomination, another UCC church, or 
membership renewal.  In the UCC we also offer 
Associate Memberships for those who choose to 
maintain their membership in another church or 
denomination and would like to associate with Saint 
Paul’s.  At Saint Paul’s, membership is not required, 
however, it does offer the privilege of voting on 
church matters and serving on the church’s 
Consistory, governing board.  Whatever you may 
choose, please know you are considered family here.  
To learn more or have a conversation about 
membership and what membership means to your 
Saint Paul’s family, please reach out to Pastor Tim, 
either by email pastortim@spuccwm.org or contact 
him at the church office 570-568-1433.  
 
Flu Shots will be available from our resident 
Pharmacist, Brad Gill, again on Sunday, September 18, 
in the office, 30 minutes prior to worship and 15 minutes 
immediately following worship.  Please bring your 
insurance card with you.  Covid-19 booster shots will be 
also offered as soon as they are available.  Please watch 
this space for more information. 
 
Friends Who Breakfast Wednesday, September 14, at 
9:30 a.m. at the Silver Moon Restaurant.  This fellowship 
opportunity is open to all.  Contact Merle Kay Englehart 
with questions or say you’ll come. 

The OAKS is Tuesday, September 13, at 10 a.m., a 
morning of games, food, and conversation at United in 
Christ Lutheran, with this month’s guest speaker, Brad 
Gill, pharmacist.   

 
The 2022 Harvest Festival is next week and 
float builders and walkers are invited to 
participate!  This year’s theme, 
Harvesting Our Future has been 
cleverly designed into our float by 
Kevin and Sharon Styer.  It promises to 
be a very fun time and we hope you will 
join us.  Please let Donna know, via the 
church office, if you are able to help in any 
way.  The parade takes place next Saturday, 
September 17, at 1 p.m. in downtown Milton. 
 

You are invited to events 
in support of the 2022 
Milton Harvest Festival. 

Sunday, September 11, at 
7 p.m. at Milton Lutheran 
Church, 100 Mahoning 
Street, the Milton Area 
Community Band will 
perform “In Endless 
Song,” A sacred Harvest 
Festival Concert. 

Thursday, September 15, at 7 p.m., Saint Paul’s UCC, 
1125 Mahoning Street, is hosting the Milton Harvest 
Festival Pops Concert, “A Million Dreams for our 
Future.” 

Saturday, September 17, at 1 p.m. is the Harvest 
Festival Parade, in downtown Milton.  Saint Paul’s is 
entering a float “Somewhere over the rainbow, we’re 
Harvesting Milton’s Future.” 

For all the Milton Harvest Festival events, visit:  
https://www.miltonharvestfestival.com/events  

 

 

 

September 9 – Donna Wynn 

September 10 – Teena Keiser 

September 11 – Bill Bernard 

September 12 – Drew Faust 

September 16 – Olivia Hockenbrock 

Ways to Connect 

Saint Paul’s Birthdays 

mailto:pastortim@spuccwm.org
https://www.miltonharvestfestival.com/events


 

 

 

Sun., Sept. 11 Homecoming Sunday!! 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 9am 

 Jump Start Sunday School 9:15am 

 All Church Potluck Lunch noon 

 Youth & Families Kick Off 5 pm 

 Confirmation Class 5 pm 

Mon., Sept. 12 Monday Morning Reflections 10:30am 

Tues., Sept. 13 OAKS at UIC 10am 

Wed., Sept. 14 Friends Who Breakfast 9:30am 

Wed., Sept. 14 Interactive Bible Study 6:05pm 

Thurs., Sept. 15 Harvest Festival Pops Concert 7pm 

Sat., Sept. 17 Harvest Festival Parade 1pm 

Sun., Sept. 18 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 9am 

 Children’s Choir Rehearsal 10am 

 Confirmation Class 5 pm 

Mon., Sept. 19 Monday Morning Reflections 10:30am 

Tues., Sept. 20 Consistory 6:30pm 

Wed., Sept. 21 Staff Meeting 11 am 

Wed., Sept. 21 Interactive Bible Study 6:05pm 

Thurs., Sept. 22 Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5 

Sat., Sept. 24 Fall Clean Up Day 

Sun., Sept. 25 New Member Sunday 

Mon., Sept. 26 Monday Morning Reflections 10:30 am 

Tues., Sept. 27 Lifeline Screening 

Wed., Sept. 28 Bloodmobile and Canteen 1-6pm 

visit https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar 

 

 
 
Giving of Time, Talents and Offerings: 
To all who offer their time, talents and gifts to create 
this community, our special thanks!  It is good always 
and everywhere to give thanks to God. 

Gifts & Offerings September 4, 2022 
Attendance In Person:  113 (22 visitors) 
Attendance on LIVE:  324 
Virtual Reach:  3,836 
Plate Giving  $   2,512.00 
Loose Plate  $      262.00 
Online Giving  $      372.93   
Operational Total $   3,146.93 
Restricted Giving $      220.00  
Total Giving  $   3,366.93 

 

 

September 11, 2022 – Homecoming Sunday 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
“There’s No Place Like Home” 
Isaiah 62:1-5; John 14:1-12 
Lector:  Rhonda Newton 
Acolyte:  Bo Gill 
Flowers:  Church 
Offering Counter:  C. Franciscus, D. Spear 
 
September 18, 2022 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
“Hospitality 101” 
Psalm 84:3-4; I Corinthians 1:4-11; Matthew 6:25-34 
Lector:  Dave Muffley 
Acolyte:  Riley Gill 
Flowers:  Available 
Offering Counter:  E. Fisher; D. Spear 
 
September Worship Leader:  Lisa Bernard 
September Greeter/Usher Team:  Bill & Lisa Bernard, 
Dave & Barb Wagner, Rhonda Newton, Sue Mahon, 
Chris Warner 
 
 
 

Saturday, October 1, at 4 p.m. is Saint 
Paul’s Annual Hayride at Northhill 
Orchard in Winfield.  A time to pick 
apples and pumpkins, get lost in a corn 
maze, and enjoy a fun sunset hayride 
with your church family! 
 

Blessing of the Pets is Sunday, October 
9, at 4:30 p.m.  Bring your furry family 
members to the pavilion for a special 
blessing by Pastor Tim to celebrate the 
Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi. 

 
 
 

 
 

Saint Paul’s Events Upcoming Worship 

Stewardship 

Save the Dates!!! 

https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar

