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December 1, 2021 “What happens here doesn’t stay here...” 

 

“December 1” 
Pastor Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 

 

Dear Faith Family, 

 

December 1.  There’s something special about this date.  In fact, the day seems to have an energy all its 

own.   Maybe it’s because it is the first day of the last month of the year and people have goals they 

want to get done for the year and so today marks 31 days left to get it done.  Maybe the energy comes 

from the countdown to Christmas officially beginning.  When I was a kid (and I still have it), I had a 

tree that you added ornaments to each day and when the tree became full that meant Christmas was 

here.  Or maybe it’s just me that recognizes that energy.  My grandmother’s birthday was December 1, 

that’s a good reason.  Several wonderful people I know in my life, their birthday is December 1 - this 

morning on my birthday calendar reminder, I have ten friends and family members whose birthdays 

are today, so it is really a special day for several people I know.  However, it is special with a special 

energy for another reason as well. 

 

Eleven years ago today, it was our first Christmas season in Lewisburg.  Chip and I were invited by 

Fran McDaniel, head of the Bucknell University Office of Diversity, for a name reading of AIDS victims 

in front of segments of AIDS quilts which were to be hung in Bucknell’s Samek Gallery.  We gladly 

accepted.  I had friends whom I had lost to the horrible disease and remembering them kept fresh in 

our minds the need for research, education, and a cure.  It provided healing in grief, as well.  Calling 

out the names made it personal, however I didn’t realize how personal until I read names that day.  

When it was my turn to read from the big book’s list of names (which went on for hours and days), we 

would begin to read wherever the person before us left off and read the next section of names giving 

each one their own emphasis. 

 

The time we shared that day was emotional, as you can imagine.  Reading name after name after name 

of those who had died.  For years, the only thing people wanted to talk about was how victims had 

died, how they may have contracted it - some would even say, “they deserved it,” rather than loving 

others enough to help find a cure.  Those feelings of loss and hurt and hate and frustration were raw 

that day, and tears flowed freely at times as the names were read, each one striking a growing awe of 

disbelief that this dreaded disease, openly ignored by many, had claimed so many lives, lives we were 

putting names to, mothers, daughters, children, dads, sons, grandparents, no one it seemed was 
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immune from its grip.   At that point I had lost two very close friends who were both just wonderful 

loving and kind people.   

 

It was during my reading, though, of the thousands of names being read that day, one of my friend’s 

names appeared in my section.  I read slowly, “Roger Cain.”  Roger was so very funny, never met a 

stranger, never hesitated to help someone, anyone in need, he was bigger than life, 6’7” gregarious man 

who loved life and laughed always.  His sister and I worked together and to this day, we stay in touch.  

When I got home that evening, I reached out to Roger’s sister.  I shared with her how I had remembered 

Roger that day.  We reminisced, shed tears, and talked about how grateful we were for having Roger 

in our lives. 

 

This week, on the church voice mail, we received a message reminding us that World AIDS Day was 

today, December 1, by someone who also lost many friends to this horrible disease.  Every year, World 

AIDS Day is an opportunity for people worldwide to unite in the fight against HIV, to show support 

for people living with HIV, and to commemorate those who died from an AIDS-related illness.  

Founded in 1988, World AIDS Day was the first-ever global health day. 

 

Why is it still so important to remember?  If you didn’t know, +38 million people world-wide are 

currently living with, struggling with, and overcoming the stigma associated with HIV.  Since it was 

first diagnosed in 1984, more than 35 million people worldwide have died from this disease.   

 

December 1 is a day filled with lots of energy for many reasons, from celebrating births, to 

remembering lives, to being reminded of our neighbors in need.  It’s a reminder of those who have 

made a difference and those who continue to make a difference.  It’s for the Roger Cain’s of this world 

(gone but not forgotten), the Zella Daugherty’s (who would have been 120 today), the Jo Beatty’s (who 

celebrates 91 years today), the Dusty Zeyn’s (who celebrates today and makes such a difference every 

day in young lives), it’s a day to remember, and celebrate, and a call to action, to love your neighbor a 

little more.    

 

So, on this day, let’s remember, let’s offer prayers of healing, let us celebrate those still with us making 

a difference in our lives, let us offer prayers of thanksgiving for those that have gone before us.  Begin 

to look anew for special things we can do for others showing love, care, gentleness with those who may 

be wrestling with the unfinished that this first day of the final month of the year reminds them of.  

Above all, be kind and grace-filled with ourselves and for all - not just some - but for all we meet.   

 

It’s December 1, 2021.  A new season is beginning which brings everyone hope.  What better time to 

reflect on doing something which provides hope to others?  May this day kick-off for you a fresh start 

of loving neighbors, living in hope, sharing kindness, and remembering the difference those who have 

gone before you have made. 

 

Amen. 

 

Peace and Blessings, 

Pastor Tim 
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Myrtle Archer and Family 

Linda Beaver 

Peggy & Dennis Birdsall 

Gail Earnest 

Ron Farrell & Family 

Gladys Fawcett 

Greyson Greenawalt 

Steve Harding 

Mya, Ruth, and Al Henry 

Myrtle Hogan 

Isabel Hummell 

Kiana Kautz 

Katy Mahon 

Cindy Mohr 

Raquel Prager 

Jane Scurfield 

Jon Skarie 

The Swanger Family 

Everly Travis & her parents 

The Vincent Family 

Michael Haven & Russ Wynn, Jr. 

Donna & Russ Wynn, Sr. 

Unspoken Requests

Updates to the prayer list are made weekly from phone calls and Prayers and Love. 

Names without updates are removed monthly. 

 

 

 

 

A Special Invitation – This Sunday we celebrate with “Sounds of the Season” 

an evening with local artists!  Come, as we continue the journey through 

Advent in our Sanctuary, decorated beautifully for the season.  We welcome 

various musician friends and family, including Brett Hosterman, The 

Shamokin Area Brass Ensemble, Shelley Peterson, Sharon and Kevin Styer, 

Brent Fisher, and Matthew Wagner.  The concert starts at 7 p.m. followed by a dessert reception to visit 

with neighbors and the artists.  Please invite your neighbors, family, and friends as we celebrate the 

Second Sunday in Advent. 

 

Poinsettias – If you would like to order poinsettias to be placed in the Sanctuary from December 19 to 

24 in memory, honor, or celebration of a life of a loved one or friend, the deadline of Sunday, December 

12, is approaching.  Choose red or white and the cost is $10 per plant.   You may order online via our 

web site www.spuccwm.org, or link here:  https://forms.gle/qLecd9pVDiTMd7Zw8.  You may also 

contact Donna in the church office (570) 568-1433.  Make checks payable to SPUCC or pay online using 

our secure Engage online giving option using the “flowers” giving fund. 

 

Altar Flowers for 2022 – If you would like to reserve a Sunday in 2022 to provide altar flowers in 

memory, honor, or celebration of a loved one, you can schedule dates by calling the church office at 

570-568-1433 or by using the online form on the homepage of the church website. Make checks payable 

to SPUCC or pay online using our secure Engage online giving option using the “flowers” giving fund. 

The cost of altar flowers in 2022 is $50. 

 

Children’s Choir - Children’s choir rehearses each Sunday from 10 to 10:15 a.m. in the music room. All 

children in kindergarten through middle school are welcome! If your child cannot read yet, we request 

that an adult attend with them. The children will sing in worship November 21, December 21, and 

Christmas Eve 4 p.m. service. If you have any questions, please see Russ Wynn or Sharon Styer. 

 

https://forms.gle/qLecd9pVDiTMd7Zw8


4 
 

 

Church Directory – Saint Paul’s offers a secure online directory. If you do not have the capability to 

access an online directory or need assistance in setting yours up, please contact Donna in the church 

office. 

 

Christmas Wreaths – If you ordered a Christmas Wreath, please plan to pick it up on Sunday!  The 

wreaths will be outside just outside the entrance door.  If you still need to pay, the cost is $18 per wreath 

and checks should be made payable to SPUCC.  The proceeds from the Christmas Wreaths benefit all 

our local missions at Saint Paul’s. 

 

COVID-19 Protocol - We continue to suggest the following COVID 19 Pandemic precautions. 

1. Please do not attend worship or any church events if you are feeling ill. 

2. Advise Pastor Tim or contact the church office should you need anything. 

3. While 90% or more of our adults in the congregation are vaccinated, we would ask that if you 

are not vaccinated, that you please mask. If you are vaccinated and would be more comfortable 

wearing a mask, you are encouraged to as well. 

4. Sanitize often and please be respectful of one another’s personal space. 

Thank you for your continued cooperation as we strive to balance the normality of church-based events 

and keeping everyone safe. Be good, be kind, and as always let’s be the church. 

 

Coming in 2022! 

Here’s a glimpse into 2022 at Saint Paul’s for your calendar and planning … 

 

January through April 2022 

 

Jan. 8 – Taking down the greens 

Jan. 9 – Youth Planning - Pizza Party – Movie Night 

Jan. 23 – All Church Annual Meeting & Luncheon 

Feb. 13 – Souper Bowl All Church Luncheon 

Feb. 27 – 2022 Spaghetti Dinner & Talent Show 

March 1 – Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper (Youth Hosted) 

March 2 – 7 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 

March 20 – An all-church Irish Luncheon 

April 17 – Sunrise Service at Central Oak Heights 

April 17 – Easter Sunday Breakfast 9:15 a.m. 

April 24 – 30-Hour Famine Youth Event 

 

Early 2022 Christian Education Opportunities 

 

Sunday Morning Sunday School – 9:15 a.m. “Head Start” for all ages 16 to 116 (Parlor) 

Sunday Morning Child Care – 10:15 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. (Nursery) 

Sunday Morning Children’s Church – during a portion of worship 

Sunday Evening Family Nights – 5 p.m. Dinner, Classes, & Events 

Monday Morning Reflections – 10 a.m. Each Monday Morning (Parlor) 

Wednesday Evening Explorations – Every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. (Parlor) 
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Early 2022 Fellowship and Service Opportunities 

 

Bi-Weekly Fresh Express continues  

Soup for Shut-ins 

Brightening Winter Days 

Prayer Shawl Ministry – Learn, Brush up, or share your skills for our new Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Early Summer Mission Trip 

Habitat Saturday 
 
 
 

 
Pack the Pantry - We continue to see an increase in need with the number of families we are serving. 
As supplemental help begins to wane, supplies seem to go down, and costs for groceries and household 
items increase, your help is needed more than ever. Our emergency food pantry needs include canned 
vegetables, breakfast cereal, frozen proteins, boxed meal helper, or if you are able or inclined, gift cards 
to Giant, Weis, and Walmart. For a full list of needs, check out the holder by the red wagon, stop by 
the pantry, check in with Diane Bettleyon or Dane Santos, or call the church office. Together we are 
community, neighbor helping neighbor. 
 
Gifts for Local Children this Holiday Season – Saint Paul’s thanks everyone who helped with The  
Donald Heiter Center’s “gifts for local children” this holiday season. It is such a joy to know that so 
many local children will be blessed with gifts this year thanks to your generosity. 

 
Join Us Each Sunday in Advent as we examine how the birth of Jesus was good news of great joy for 
the Characters of Christmas.  On this Second Sunday of Advent, December 5, come as we focus on the 
Peace of Mary.  The third Sunday in Advent shares the Joys of Joseph, and finally we experience the 
Love of the Shepherds on December 19.  See you for worship each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
 
“Sunday Morning Head Start” meets Sunday morning at 9:15 in the parlor. Get a head start on 
exploring the day’s scripture reading with facilitator Dane Santos. All are welcome. No experience 
necessary. 
 
“Monday Morning Reflections” meets Monday mornings at 10:30 in the parlor. Meet with Pastor Tim 
and dig even deeper into the week’s scripture. 
 
“Wednesday Evening Exploration” meets in the parlor at 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday. Join us for the 
new Advent Series, “All the Good,” beginning today.  All are invited:  Come, let’s journey together as 
we dig into “All the Good.” 
 
 
 
 
“Children’s Church” - Children’s Church, ages 3 to second grade is available. The children engage in 
sharing a lesson complimentary to the one being shared in worship today. Children’s Church begins 
immediately following the anthem and the children return for the closing hymn. The group is led by 
Colleen Franciscus and other volunteers.   
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“Nursery” - Saint Paul’s nursery for children ages infant to two years is open. 
  

To provide a loving and caring space for families at Saint Paul’s UCC, an easy way 
to “sign up” to volunteer in this ministry is available in the link below.  Nursery 
needs one adult and one helper each Sunday. Nursery volunteers must be in the 
nursery by 10:15. The service can be heard and seen while in the nursery. Children’s 
church needs one helper each Sunday. Helper will exit sanctuary with Colleen and 
children after children’s message/choir singing.  
 
Anyone over the age of 18 must have clearances on file with the church to work with 
children. If you need your clearances, please contact the church office. The helper for 
nursery or children’s church can be an adult or a teen (example, husband and wife 
or mother and son can sign up as volunteers in the nursery).  
 
Click the link to review the available slots below and sign up. Thank you! 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0944a8a62ca5fd0-nurserychildrens  

 
“3rd Sunday Fun!” - Families and youth of all ages gather third Sundays of the month at 5:30 p.m. 
The evening includes dinner, fellowship, and age-appropriate lessons and crafts. Our next gathering 
is Sunday, December 19! #seeuhere 
 

 

 

 

Our church office is open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through Friday 

The church Sanctuary is open for prayer and meditation M,T,TH-10 to 2; W-10 to 8; F-10 to noon 

 

Wed., Dec. 1 Happy Birthday Jo Beatty 

 Red Cross Bloodmobile and Canteen 1 to 6 p.m.  

 

Sat., Dec. 4 Happy Birthday Clarence Snider 

 

Sun., Dec. 5 Happy Birthday Riley Lynch 

 Happy Birthday Nancy Sampsell 

 Happy Birthday Linda Swan 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 8:50 a.m. 

 Sunday Morning Head Start 9:15 a.m. 

 Children’s Choir Rehearsal 10 a.m. 

 Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 

 Milton Area Community Choir Rehearsal 2:30 p.m. 

 “Sounds of the Season” An Evening with Local Artists 7 p.m.  

              dessert reception following in Fellowship Hall 

 

Mon., Dec. 6 Happy Birthday Dianne Covert 

 ARC of Susquehanna Valley in Youth Room 6 to 8 p.m. 

Visit the Saint Paul’s website calendar  

for all church events: 

https://www.spuccwm.org/  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0944a8a62ca5fd0-nurserychildrens
https://www.spuccwm.org/


7 
 

 

 

 

LIVE stream and In Person @ 1125 Mahoning Street, Milton 

 

December 5, 2021      December 12, 2021   

Second Sunday of Advent     Third Sunday of Advent 

“The Peace of Mary”      “The Joy of Joseph” 

Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:57-80     Isaiah 12:2-6; Matthew 1:18-25 

Worship Leader:  Polly Barrall    Worship Leader:  Polly Barrall 

Lector:  Amy Armstong      Lector:  Cyndy Kister 

Flower Sponsor:  Amy and Kay    Flower Sponsor:  Sue Overdorf & Pat Bender 

Offering Counter:  A. Henry; D. Spear   Offering Counter:  D. Bettleyon; D. Spear 

 
December Usher Team:  Bill and Lisa Bernard, Rhonda Newton, Dave and Barb Wagner, Sue Mahon 

 

 

 

 
Church Address:   1125 Mahoning Street, Milton, PA  17847 
Church Mailing Address:  PO Box 85, West Milton, PA  17886 
Church Office Contact:  570-568-1433 / admin@spuccwm.org   
Pastoral Emergencies:   570-975-9536 (Pastor Tim’s cell)     
Pastor’s Email:    PastorTim@spuccwm.org  
 
Church Online Directory:  https://engage.suran.com/spuccwm  
Church Online Events Calendar: https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@spuccwm.org
mailto:PastorTim@spuccwm.org
https://engage.suran.com/spuccwm
https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar
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One of the amazing things 
about the Christmas story is 
that God does not act alone. 
For the story to be told, there 
need to be willing people in 
the story. Christmas reminds 
us that any and all of us can 
choose to live God’s way and 
be a part of the story. Come 
experience a small portion of 
the Christmas story and give 
thanks to God for the gift of 
Jesus.  

December 19 ~ 5 p.m. 

 


