
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Church Family: 

 

“For the sake of old times” is a loose translation 

of the title of a song many will raise a glass to here 

in the next few days.  A kiss at the stroke of 

midnight, then the song will ring out from 

revelers around the globe as we move into 2022.  

The song as we know it, “Auld Lang Sine,” is a 

Scots song written in 1788, however much of the 

lyrics date back to a poem in 1711 and here we 

are raising a “cup of cheer” and singing it 310 

years later.  We raise a cup to give thanks and 

remember the good of the year that is passing.  

  

The Scots song soon spread around the world as 

migration occurred, immigrants from Scotland, 

Ireland, England, and of Welsh decent carried the 

song with them.  It was a great reminder “do not 

forget.”  Pause and give thanks for what is just 

past, don’t forget the blessings you have had, 

don’t throw out the proverbial baby with the bath 

water, remember the good, blessings of old 

friends and new acquaintances. 

 

As 2021 ends, now in a little more than 48 hours, 

I wondered will uncertainty of future cloud the 

blessings of the past?  And yet, how does our 

faith address the past, present, and future to 

come? 

- Be thankful for the blessings and know 

without doubt, any past mistakes, God has 

already forgiven and even forgotten, 

maybe we need to pray for, practice, and 

live in to that type of grace as well for 

ourselves and others. 

 

- Then, rejoice in this moment, knowing 

Emmanuel. 

- Above all…rest in the assurance that God’s 

got the future, if we can but place our faith 

and trust in God’s leading. 

 

So, as we sing Auld Lang Sine as we leave 2021, 

will you join me in prayer for us all as we enter 

2022, remembering the words from the Prophet, 

Jeremiah, 29:11:  

 

"For I know the plans I have for 

you, declares the Lord, plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a 

future."   

 

If we know this, we can surely enter 2022 with a 

heart of peace.   

 

As I close, I am remembering Julian of Norwich 

and from her jail cell in dire conditions she wrote 

of her faith, “All shall be well, and all shall be well, 

and all manner of thing shall be well.”  My prayer is 

that we may all live in to our future with hope, 

built from the best guarantee ever, Emmanuel, 

God with us, now has every step of our journey 

this coming year.  Let us live in this moment 

raising our glass, singing our song with this 

assurance.  Let’s lift a cup of kindness in thanks 

for old lang sine, knowing Emmanuel has great 

plans of prosperity and hope for us all.   

 

Cheers! 

Happy New Year, Pastor Tim 

Powered by Grace and Coffee 
Pastor Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 

 

Thinking of official membership at Saint Paul’s?  
An open door Q&A with Pastor Tim is Sunday, 
January 16, following worship. 



 

 

Steve Anderson and Family 

Myrtle Archer and Family 

Linda Beaver 

Peggy & Dennis Birdsall 

Nancy Cochran 

Gail Earnest 

Ron Farrell & Family 

Gladys Fawcett 

Greyson Greenawalt 

The Hagen Family 

Steve Harding 

Myrtle Hogan 

Isabel Hummell 

Kiana Kautz 

Katy, Cory, & Amy Mahon 

John and Maureen Marsala 

Cindy Mohr 

Philips and Brunet Family 

Steve Prior 

Jane Scurfield 

Lucille Shuman 

Jon Skarie 

Everly Travis & her parents 

Michael Haven & Russ Wynn, Jr. 

Donna & Russ Wynn, Sr. 

Jim Young 

Unspoken Requests

 
Updates to the prayer list are made weekly from phone calls and Prayers and Love. 

Names without updates are removed monthly. 

 

 

 

With grateful hearts, Saint Paul’s has reached out 

and served 219 families through Fresh Express in 

the month of December.  Together we have aided 

tornado victims in Kentucky, contributed to the 

local clergy and orphan Christmas Fund, 

provided gifts for more than two dozen families 

through the Donald Heiter Center, opened our 

emergency food pantry to community families in 

need, and assisted four additional families with 

emergent needs in December.  All this is made 

possible through your generosity of your time, 

talents, and resources.  Below are a few upcoming 

opportunities in the month of January. 

Community Meal 

Prep @ Milton Lutheran Church, 9 a.m. Jan. 8 

Meal distribution @ SPUCC, 4 p.m. Jan. 9 

(Info Contact:  Shelly Sholley) 

Fresh Express 

Volunteers Needed, 2-5 p.m. Jan. 13 & 27 

(Info Contact:  Earl Fisher & Beth Vincent) 

Mission Trip 

Summer 2022 (June Timeframe) 

(Info Contact:  Pastor Tim) 

 

 

 

Interactive Bible Study on “The Chosen” 
(A. Jenkins, D. Jenkins, D. Huffman) 

Saint Paul’s Wednesday, 6:05 p.m. 

beginning January 12, 2022 

 

Finding our true identity, purpose, and hope…in 

the person of Jesus.  Isn’t that who we say we are?  

People whose identity is tied to the Holy Child of 

this season.  “…(this) very act of discovering who we 

are has far-reaching ramifications and endless 

applications-especially in a day and age when issues of 

identity are at the forefront of culture, and insecurity, 

confusion, and a desire for purpose seem to reign 

supreme.” 

 

A special invitation is extended for everyone to 

join us, whomever feels led to be a part of this 

journey, “whether you’re just starting out on the 

Jesus road, or you are decades along in the journey…”, 

join us for our new weekly video/book study, 

“The Chosen.”   

 

To be honest, it’s a time commitment.  We begin 

with a 53-minute video, followed by a 45-minute 

conversation and a time of prayer together.  We 

ask that you commit to start (6:05 p.m.) and end 

on time (8 p.m.) each gathering. 

The Power of Prayer ~ Would You Join Us in Praying For … 

Mission News & Opportunities Exploration News & Opportunities 



 

Our first gathering, Wednesday, January 12, 

2022, we will be reviewing the introduction to the 

study, talking through expectations and hopes, 

and begin an opening discussion from the 

introduction.  The first video begins Wednesday, 

January 19, and follows an 8-week schedule.  

Coffee will always be on and you are welcome to 

bring a friend, neighbor or a snack to share.  We 

look forward to the journey with whomever feels 

led to join us.  NOTE: Please don’t expect hard 

and fast answers.  As always, come with an open 

heart to discover where you find yourself on this 

journey and let us explore together wherever the 

Holy leads. 

 

If you would like to preorder books to be picked 

up prior to the first gathering, please let 

Administrative Assistant Donna Spear (570-568-

1433) or Pastor Tim know.  An order has already 

been placed.  Collecting pre-orders gives us an 

idea of how many will be joining and will also 

confirm our correct order amount. #seeyou@church 

 

Head Start Sunday School 

Sundays 9:15 a.m. Parlor 

(Info Contact:  Dane Santos) 

 

Children’s Church & Nursery 

Each Sunday Morning 

(Info Contact:  Colleen Franciscus) 

 

Youth & Family Gathering 

January 9 & selected Sundays 5:30 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

(Info Contact:  Pastor Tim & Colleen Franciscus) 

 

Monday Morning Reflections 

Monday 10:30 a.m. Parlor – One last look at 

Sunday’s text. 

(Info Contact:  Pastor Tim) 

 

Wednesday Evening Interactive Bible Study 

Wednesday 6:05 p.m. Parlor – See article above. 

(Info Contact:  Pastor Tim) 

 

 

Time and talents during the Advent and 

Christmas Season were shared by over six dozen 

individuals.  Total attendance for the Advent 

concerts and events reached over 650 people, and 

total worship attendance for the month of 

December exceeded 500.  A heartfelt thank you to 

all those, especially Russ Wynn, Jr., Minister of 

Music; Sharon Styer, Assistant Minister of Music; 

Michael Haven and Shelley Peterson, assistant 

accompanists; and Colleen Franciscus, Christian 

Education Director, as well as all those who 

assisted in worship leadership. 

 

Children’s Choir rehearses each Sunday from 10 

to 10:15 a.m. All children in kindergarten through 

middle school are welcome! Rehearsals begin 

again on Sunday, January 9. 

(Info Contact:  Russ Wynn) 

 

Chancel Choir rehearses each Sunday beginning 

at 8:50 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome 

beginning again Sunday, January 9. 

(Info Contact:  Russ Wynn) 

 

2021 All-Church Celebration and Luncheon is 

Sunday, January 23, immediately following 

worship – a time to review and celebrate the 

ministries of Saint Paul’s talents and financial 

gifts. 

 

Reserve a Sunday in 2022 to provide altar flowers 

in memory, honor, or celebration of a loved one. 

Call the church office 570-568-1433 or use the 

online form on the church website. Make checks 

payable to SPUCC or pay online using our secure 

Engage online giving option using the “flowers” 

giving fund. Please note that the cost of altar 

flowers in 2022 is $50. 

 

The January/February copies of “The Upper 

Room” are available.  Pick up your copy at 

locations around the church. 

Time, Talents, & Opportunities 



 

Saint Paul’s 2021 Giving Statements will be 

available both electronically and hard copy by 

Sunday, January 23, 2022.  If you would like an 

electronic copy, please reach out to Donna in the 

church office by Friday, January 14, either by 

email or phone call.  (admin@spuccwm.org or 

570-568-1433) 

 

Giving of Time, Talents and Offerings:  To all 

who offer their time, talents and gifts to create 

this community, our special thanks!  It is good 

always and everywhere to give thanks to God.  

 

Gifts & Offerings, December 24 & 26, 2021: 

 

Attendance In Person:  220 (68 Visitors) 

Attendance on LIVE:  1,254 

Virtual Reach:  5,062 

Plate Giving  $  2,099.00 

Loose Plate  $     496.00 

Online Giving $  6,353.46 

Operational Total $  8,948.46  

Restricted Giving $     690.00 

Total Giving  $  9,638.46 

 

Upcoming Worship: 

 

January 9, 2022 

Baptism of The Lord 

”New Year’s Gym Memberships” 

Isaiah 43:1-3a; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

Lector:  Rhonda Newton 

 

January 16, 2022 

Second Sunday following Epiphany 

“Eeny, Meeny, Miny, Moe” 

Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1:11  

Lector:  Robin Brown 

January Worship Leader:  Niki Weber 

January Usher & Greeter Team:  Steve & Robin 

Brown, DeAnn Hansum, Richard & Amy 

Armstrong, Sue Mahon 

 

 

Church Office Hours:  10 -2 Daily 

 

You are always welcome for prayer and 

contemplation in the Sanctuary of Saint Paul’s.  

Scheduled hours are:      M,T,Th 10-2; W 5:30-8:30 

Additional times available upon request. 

 

Jan. 3 – Happy Birthday Robin Brown 

Jan. 3 – Happy Birthday Ruth Henry 

Jan. 4 – Happy Birthday Erica Arnold 

Jan. 4 – Happy Birthday Amelia Henry 

Jan. 6 – Happy Birthday Brad Gill 

Jan. 8 – Happy Birthday Ken Bennett 

Jan. 8 – Community Meal Prep @ MLC 

Jan. 8 – Taking Down the Greens 9 a.m. 

Jan. 9 – Happy Birthday Ryan Arnold 

Jan. 9 – Community Meal 3-5 p.m. 

Jan. 9 – Youth & Family Night 5:30 p.m. 

Jan. 10 – Monday Morning Reflections 10:30 a.m. 

Jan. 12 – Wednesday Evening Interactive Bible Study 

Jan. 13 – Happy Birthday Ray Leeser 

Jan. 13 – Fresh Express Food Distribution 2-5 p.m. 

Jan. 17 – Happy Birthday Thomas Noll 

Jan. 18 – Consistory Meeting 6 p.m. 

Jan. 23 – All-Church Annual Meeting & Potluck 

Jan. 24 – Happy Birthday Cory Mahon 

Jan. 27 – Fresh Express Food Distribution 2-5 p.m. 

Jan. 28 – Happy Birthday Earl Fisher 

Jan. 30 – Happy Birthday Barclay Wilson 

Jan. 30 – New Member Sunday 

Jan. 30 – 5th Sunday Lunch & Learn (info to come) 

Feb. 27 – 2022 Spaghetti Dinner & Talent Show 

 

 

 

Events & Celebrations 

Prayerfully consider ways you may 

participate in your faith community for 

we are not the same when you are not 

here. #onthejourneytogether 

mailto:admin@spuccwm.org

