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Dear Faith Family, 

  

Someone said to me recently, “Why do you cross 

yourself?  That isn’t a UCC tenant.” And they are 

correct.  It’s not a direction of worship leadership in 

the United Church of Christ, nor is it required by 

others.  It is a part of who I am, a reminder as such. I 

shared that I am a child of God, covered in God’s 

grace and I cross myself to remind myself of the 

grateful gift of God’s grace when I read text, when I 

pray, and when I enter the Holy places where I am 

called to share the Gospel message.  It’s my sign and 

symbol to ask God to please rescue me from me and 

allow me to share in ways that are Holy inspired. I 

learned to do that when I was younger and singing in 

an Episcopal church choir.  I found it brought me 

peace, remembering who’s I am and who I sing for or 

speak of or even live for.  So, I continue to often cross 

myself in the name of the Creator, Son, and Holy, as a 

reminder to self, to help me to focus.   

 

That question – “Why do you cross yourself?”- made 

me think a bit about who I am as a United Church of 

Christ pastor and who we are as a United Church of 

Christ faith community.  I often share that I am in awe 

of this faith family, how we all come together – a 

tossed salad community, as one pastor put it – each 

individual bringing something to the mix and 

enhancing one another’s ‘flavor,’ if you will.  We come 

from many faith and socioeconomic backgrounds, 

and even cultural backgrounds.  We bring with us our 

traditions, our thoughts and expectations, and we 

share grace, love, and genuine concern for one 

another.  And I have to tell you, studying 

denominations and faith traditions across western 

religions, I find this to be the most authentic and 

beautiful places to be, the United Church of Christ, 

not that other faith traditions and denominations 

aren’t, this is just for me, a place of full love and 

acceptance of all, no matter your story or tradition, 

you are welcome here.  I tell people all the time when 

asked, would I be welcome at Saint Paul’s?  My 

response is generally, “they welcomed me.”  But they 

did and I pray we always welcome those who come 

through these doors seeking a safe place to be, explore 

and grow in Christ’s extravagant love and welcome. 

 

I received a catalog this week of books for the 

upcoming liturgical year.  One which I found 

fascinating was entitled, “Welcome All as Christ.”  

Now, this is not the first time I have heard that quote.  

It is a quote credited to St. Benedict, the patron Saint 

of Europe, I find it a powerful message.  The book has 

been written to call attention to the hospitality shown 

in churches by “church people.”  The introduction 

says: 

 

“Too often we relegate our hospitality to the few 

minutes before and after Sunday services.  If we 

are willing to reimagine our expression of 

hospitality beyond bulletins and donuts, granted 

those are important (the author must have 

known us), then maybe we can welcome all as 

Christ.”  

 

At Saint Paul’s, with all the differing backgrounds 

and considering most continue to be fairly new to this 

community of faith, I think it is always important to 

remember we all come together from different places, 

we attract different people, and yet we are called to 

(and I believe do a fairly good job of) “welcoming as 

Christ.”  Most churches believe that, by the way. ☺ I 

also believe we can always do better.  I admit, I cringe 

a bit sometimes if visitors come in and don’t know 

where to sit or if no one sits with them, be it in 

worship or in fellowship hall.  Maybe I’m too 

sensitive, but I’m also thankful, because we certainly 

do love being together and love to catch up with one 

another, we love discovering our similarities and are 

fascinated by one another’s differences, my prayer is 

that as we continue to be the church and attract 

visitors to this place to experience love, grace, family, 

and community that we do continue to not only 

welcome the stranger, but offer a place to sit beside 

us, share a cup of coffee, even a cookie or donut, offer 

a place at the table, or join the stranger at the table.  
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Get to know one another, not just sit with whom we 

always do and let the Holy Spirit move us to where 

we need to be. 

 

Someone shared with me recently that they were 

alone at a table and someone came over to speak with 

them. Another person came by and said to the one 

who had sat to talk to them, that they already had a 

place for them at their table, so the person got up and 

left so as not to hurt their feelings.  None of it was 

intentional, I know.  But I also know as we grow and 

get to know one another, we need to ensure we are 

welcoming one another as Christ welcomed all.  Don’t 

leave someone alone at the table or in the pew, pull 

up a chair, ask to sit with them – ask them to sit with 

us, be the church.  We all have a story to tell, we all 

have a welcome to offer, a tradition to learn about, it’s 

what makes us who we are in this crazy mixed salad 

of Saint Paul’s UCC.  

  

May we welcome one another as Christ, this day and 

always.  No, really, it is who I believe we are as Saint 

Paul’s United Church of Christ.  You may arrive as a 

stranger, however, from then on, you will be family!  

  

Peace and blessings and welcome to Saint Paul’s. 

 

Pastor Tim 
 
 

 
 
Chris & Jen Arnold Freta Leech 
Polly Barrall Brenda Lepley 
Linda Beaver Katy Mahon 
Dick Beck Mike McCollum 
Family of Nancy Cochran Kasey Milheim 
Jerry Deweese Cindy Mohr 
Gail Earnest Sherry Santos 
Greyson Greenawalt Glenda & Jon Skarie 
Nancy Hunsinger Wayne & Nancy Stahl 
Kiana Kautz Nancy Stahlnecker 
Tina Keiser Wynn-Haven Family 
Priscilla & Tom Lanks Unspoken Requests 

 
Prayer requests are updated weekly from our 

Prayers & Love Facebook page and phone calls. 
 

 
 

 

 

We continue to collect gas cards to Sheetz and 

Sunoco, as it supports members and friends in the 

community who may need a helping hand.  Drop 

in the offering plate on Sunday morning or in the 

church office throughout the week. 

 

Opportunities to volunteer and serve: 

Fresh Express Food Distribution 

Thursday, July 14 & 28   1-5 p.m. 

(Info Contact:  Earl Fisher, Al Henry, Beth Vincent) 

 

Sharing Our Tables Community Meal 

Saturday, August 27 from 4 to 5 p.m.   

(Info Contact:  Shelley Sholley, Floyd Merritt) 

 

Knitting/Crocheting Ministry Group 

Meets monthly on Sunday afternoons from 2-4 p.m. 

The group will resume in the fall 

(Info Contact:  Rhonda Newton) 

Would You Join Us in Praying For… 

Mission News & Opportunities 

WATCH FOR FALL CELEBRATIONS & 

EVENTS CALENDAR TO BE UPDATED 

August 7 



 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 2022! 

There’s something for 

everyone! – adults without 

children, you are needed too! 

What do you get when you 

mix: Dinner, Crafts, Music, 

Stories, Activities, and Snacks?  

Why this year’s Vacation Bible 

School of course.  Colleen 

Franciscus will once again lead our 2022 ReNEW 

themed Vacation Bible School as children ages 3 

through Grade 5 completion are welcomed August 

1 through August 5 with August 7 slated as our 

VBS celebration!   

Each evening begins with dinner starting at 5:15 

and then on to singing, activities, stories, crafts, and 

even a snack, all based around this year’s theme 

ReNEW: “The Green VBS,” where our children will 

be able to:  

• Explore God’s Word through Jesus’ Parable 

of the Sower. 

• Learn about God’s creation and what we can 

do to care for it. 

• Grow in our faith. 

• Change the world. 

• Make new friends and have a great time!   

To sign your child / children up for VBS please visit 

our website and follow the sign-up link on the 

home page at: www.spuccwm.org   

Our VBS Leaders are all vetted with clearances and 

have experience in children’s ministry and 

leadership.  This year’s leaders include: 

Colleen Franciscus, Director 

Shelley Peterson, Music Leader 

Activity Leader(s), TBA 

Diane Bettleyon, Dinner and Snack Leader 

Additionally, we need 3 volunteers for the kitchen, 

one or two outdoor activity leaders, volunteers for: 

classroom assistants, outdoor activities, and maybe 

a few clean up volunteers.  Colleen has set up a 

volunteer sign-up sheet via “Sign-up Genius.”  To 

volunteer, scan the QR code below or click: 

https://tinyurl.com/44776xx8 

  

Here’s some crazy people from VBS 2021.  Won’t you 

join us in creating a “crazy people” picture in 2022. 

 

Confirmation 2022-2023 – Begins on our “Kick Off” 

Sunday here at Saint Paul’s on September 11, 

beginning at 5 p.m.  A class covenant and 

guidelines will be established by the class, at the 

first gathering on September 11, at which time we 

will also, consider weekly start times.  The class 

runs for 32 weeks total ending on May 21, 2023.  

Confirmation Sunday is Pentecost, May 28, 2023.   

Not all confirmation gatherings will be on Sundays.  

Areas of Study include: 

“Holy Envy – Finding God in the Faith of Others” 

– 13 Weeks of Exploration of major faith beliefs in 

the world. The following explorations will be 

interactive with a guest speaker: 

Explore Judaism - Visit a Synagogue and meet with 

a Rabi 

Explore Muslim Faith – Visit a Mosque and speak 

with an Imam 

Explore Unitarian Universalist / “Nones,” meet 

with a Priestess 

Explore Buddhism – Speak with a Buddhist Monk  

Explore Catholicism – Meet with a Catholic Priest 

“The Chosen” – Interactive 12-week study 

Exploring our Faith – 4 weeks  

Explore Christianity – Meet with a Chaplain 

(covering different protestant faith beliefs) 

Community Outreach and Mission 

Opportunities, i.e. Habitat for Humanity, Soup 

Kitchen/ Community Meal, Fresh Express, Central 

Oak Heights work-day, etc. 

Assist in worship leadership (lector, choir, 

ushering, children’s ministry, etc.) 

 

 

Exploration News & Opportunities 

http://www.spuccwm.org/
https://tinyurl.com/44776xx8


 

Saint Paul’s Christian Exploration opportunities: 

 

Children’s Church & Nursery - Sunday  

(Info Contact:  Colleen Franciscus) 

Youth & Family Gathering - 2nd and 4th Sundays  

(Info Contact:  Pastor Tim & Colleen Franciscus) 

Children’s Choir - Returns Sept. 11 

(Info Contact:  Russ Wynn & Sharon Styer 

Chancel Choir - Returns Sept. 4  

(Info Contact:  Russ Wynn & Sharon Styer) 

Sunday Morning Jump Start – Returns Sept. 4  

First look at the day’s scripture.  

(Info Contact:  Dane Santos & Floyd Merritt) 

Monday Morning Reflections – Returns Sept. 12 

One last look at Sunday’s text. 

(Info Contact:  Pastor Tim) 

Wednesday Bible Study – Returns Sept. 7  

Parlor (Info Contact:  Pastor Tim) 

 

 

 

 

Giving of Time, Talents and Offerings: 

To all who offer their time, talents and gifts to create 

this community, our special thanks!  It is good 

always and everywhere to give thanks to God.  

 

Gifts & Offerings June July 10, 2022: 

Attendance In Person:  99 (9 visitors) 

Attendance on LIVE: 246 

Virtual Reach:  5,475 

Plate Giving  $   1,584.28 

Loose Plate  $      165.00 

Online Giving $      242.22 

Operational Total $   1,991.50 

Restricted Giving $      665.00 

Total Giving  $   2,656.50 

 

Did you know… Restricted Giving, is the category 

for gifts over and above operational tithes and 

offerings, of which are given for a restricted 

purpose, i.e. benevolence, mission, music, and 

flowers.  Funds given in which are dedicated to one 

of these categories, may only be used for the 

purpose intended unless the giver directs 

otherwise.  Additionally, one fund, the Musser 

Fund is designated as a yearly gift in support of 

events for children, youth, and outreach. 

July 17, 2022 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
“Busy, Busy, Busy” 
Colossians 1:15-28; Luke 10-38-42 
Lector:  Cory Mahon 
Acolyte:  Lillie Franciscus 
Flowers:  Available 
Offering Counter:  D. Bettleyon; S. Brown 

July 24, 2020 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
“That’s Easy” 
Psalm 85; Luke 11:1-13 
Lector:  David Kazibwe 
Acolyte:  Sadie Faust 
Flowers:  Russ Wynn, Jr. 
Offering Counter:  D. Bettleyon; D. Spear 

 

 

Wishing Happy Birthdays to … 

July 14 –Amy Mahon July 14 –Nikole Eveland 

July 18 –Aidan Rice July 19 –Autumn Faust 

July 20 –Sharon Fisher July 20 –David Reid 

July 26 – Mike Haven July 26 – Al Henry 

July 28 – Bryleigh Gill July 28 – Jeff Noll 

July 29 – Carol Engle July 29 – Floyd Merritt 

 

 
 

 

 

Tues., Jul. 19 Consistory Meeting 6 pm 
Wed., Jul. 20 Friends Who Breakfast 9:30am 
Sun., Jul. 24 "Go Greg" Festival noon-3pm 
Sun., Jul. 24 Youth & Family Gathering 5pm 
Thurs., Jul. 28 Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5 
Mon., Aug. 1 Vacation Bible School Starts 5:15pm 
Wed., Aug. 3 Red Cross Bloodmobile & Canteen 1-6 
Thurs., Aug. 4 Sight&Sound "David" Bus Trip 8 am 
Sun., Aug. 7 Vacation Bible School Celebration 
Thurs., Aug. 11 Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5 
Sun., Aug. 14 Crosscutters Baseball Game 4pm 
Tues., Aug. 16 Consistory Meeting 6pm 
Sun., Aug. 21 Teacher Appreciation Luncheon 
Thurs., Aug. 25 Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5 
Sun., Aug. 28 Youth & Family Gathering 5 pm 

For all event locations, times, and descriptions visit: 
https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar 

Saint Paul’s Celebrations 

Stewardship & Upcoming Worship 

https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar

