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Dear Faith Family, 

 

There is a section in the interactive Bible study 

book for “The Chosen” that is entitled “Trading 

Up,” that caused me to pause.  This is not really 

that unusual that this particular book / author 

causes me to give pause.  Many books inviting me 

into theological reflection cause that.  However, 

“Trading Up” struck something long engrained 

in my mind.  In Matthew, chapter four, verse 17, 

at the beginning of Matthew’s recording of the 

sermon on the mount: 

“Following the arrest of John the 

Baptist, Jesus began to preach, 

saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.”    

The authors of the study go on to define what 

they believe Jesus was saying in these words, 

“Which meant Jesus’s followers were launching -

however slowly and imperfectly, this side of 

eternity - into His kingdom way of living 

(spreading love).”   

Wait, what?  I often feel led to preach that very 

way, that we are called not to live for the eternal, 

but to live for creating a heavenly kingdom right 

here, right now.  However, I hadn’t put Jesus’ 

start of the Sermon on the Mount into this context 

before and to read this, well it struck me, YES!  

Maybe subconsciously I had been there, but 

could Jesus be teaching and preaching about 

heaven, kingdom living now, when he said “the 

kingdom of heaven is near”?   

I know he preached about loving and accepting 

and respecting and showing grace to all in the 

here and now, and yes, that’s what I think of 

when I think of creating that heavenly kingdom 

here.  However, to think that John the Baptist’s 

arrest, was sort of like Jesus’ own death and 

resurrection. That arrest kicked something off 

that would never stop, the teaching of Jesus’ way 

of living.  John, “crazy John” as it is said he was 

called, the animal skin-wearing, locust and 

honey-eating, fire and brimstone-preaching, son 

of Zechariah and Elizabeth (yes, that John) when 

the authorities tried to shut him up.  Well, the 

preaching he had been doing began to spread, 

first from Jesus, then from his Disciples, and it 

never stopped.  The kingdom work here on earth 

had begun. 

Yet, what does that mean for us, today?   

In this particular section of the study guide 

“Trading Up,” what the authors’ suggest is that 

what Jesus began to offer on the mountain that 

day was a way to trade in our neediness and 

weakness, our heaviness and burdens, our pain 

and struggles - trade them all in and trade up into 

Jesus’ tender care and limitless strength.  The 

suggestion is that we trade our brokenness for 

His wholeness.  Christ began in that Sermon on 

the Mount an eternal offer for living today, trade 

the world creating chaos and trade up for a peace 

of kingdom living Christ offers us today.   

Oh, this is no big news or different than my own 

thought processes - but it struck me: When Jesus 

said my kingdom is near, this confirms for me, in 

my mind, the nearness comes from what we 

bring and how we live, not from some ethereal 

promise of life after death.   

The kingdom of God is near, and so I have to ask 

myself and you, too, if you want to explore it, 

what are you doing every day to bring the 

kingdom of God, heaven here on earth, to a living 

reality? 

Blessings, Pastor Tim 

#spucconthejourneytogether  

Powered by Grace and Coffee 
                                          Pastor Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 

 



 

 
 
Linda Beaver Katy Mahon 
Nancy Cochran Family of Deidre McQuade 
Gail Earnest Larry Mensch 
Merle Kay Englehart Kasey Milheim 
Gladys Fawcett Cindy Mohr 
Amanda Greenawalt Helen Newton 
Greyson Greenawalt Jon Skarie 
Steve Harding The Snider-Korpics Family 
Myrtle Hogan Remedios Stroud & Family 
Kiana Kautz Kathleen Wallace 
Priscilla & Tom Lanks Wynn-Haven Family 

Updates to the prayer list are made weekly 
from phone calls and Prayers and Love. 

 
 
 

This faith family is always so giving.  Once again, the 

ingredients needed for our “Sharing Our Tables” 

Community Meal have all been accounted for.  If you 

signed up to provide an ingredient, please make sure 

it is here in the kitchen at the church by Thursday, 

May 12.  If you would like, there are volunteer 

opportunities for both Saturday and Sunday for meal 

prep, cooking, serving, and delivering.  A sign-up 

sheet will be passed around on Sunday with 

opportunities to serve. 

 

Fresh Express Food Distribution 

Thursday, May 12, 2-5 p.m. 

(Info Contact:  Earl Fisher, Al Henry, Beth Vincent) 

 

Sharing Our Tables Community Meal 

Sunday, May 15, from 4 to 5 p.m.   

(Info Contact:  Shelley Sholley, Floyd Merritt) 

 
 
 
 
Our Emergency Food Pantry continues to be a help 

for our neighbors.  A few current needed items are 

baby food, laundry detergent, dish detergent, and 

toilet paper.  Helping others is how we be the church.  

As well, we continue to collect gift cards to Weis, 

Sheetz, Giant, and Walmart because it helps members 

and friends in the community who may need a bit of 

a helping hand.  Gift cards come in handy and helpful 

in denominations of $10, $20, $25, or $50.  If this is a 

way you feel led to participate and are able to do, all 

gifts are appreciated. 

 

 

 

Currently on Wednesday evenings, a group gathers to 

share in our current interactive bible study, Season II of 

“The Chosen.”  To learn more or be involved in this 

gathering, please contact Pastor Tim.  A Zoom option is 

available.  The group meets at 6:05 as we continue to 

explore the beatitudes. 

  

Saint Paul’s Christian Exploration opportunities: 
Children’s Church & Nursery 

Each Sunday Morning 

(Info Contact:  Colleen Franciscus) 

Children’s Choir 

Practice each Sunday at 10 a.m. 

(Info Contact:  Russ Wynn) 

Youth & Family Gathering 

2nd and 4th Sundays at noon 

(Info Contact:  Pastor Tim & Colleen Franciscus) 

Sunday Morning Head Start 

Sunday at 9:15 a.m. Parlor – Get a first look at the 

day’s scripture. 

(Info Contact:  Dane Santos & Floyd Merritt) 

Monday Morning Reflections 

Monday 10:30 a.m. Parlor – One last look at 

Sunday’s text. 

(Info Contact:  Pastor Tim) 

Wednesday Evening Interactive Bible Study 

The Chosen Season II- 6:05 p.m. Parlor 

(Info Contact:  Pastor Tim) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Will you join us?  Saint Paul’s 

and Face To Face Church 

will join forces to weed, 

clean up, and spread new 

mulch around the building 

at 433 High Street on Saturday,  

May 14, 2022, at 9:30 a.m.  

Refreshments will be provided 

by Face To Face Church who 

are excited to host us and the 

clean up. 

 

Would You Join Us in Praying For… Exploration News & Opportunities 

Mission News & Opportunities 

Mission Gift Registry 

Bring Your Family, Bring Your Friends! 

Youth & Families Pizza & Bowling 

Sunday, May 22, 5 p.m. 



 

 

 

 
Please show your support by attending any of these 
events as we continue to highlight our youth and 
their activities in the community…. 
 
Olivia Hockenbrock, Lorren and Makaila Huff are 
all a part of Lewisburg High School’s 2022 Softball 
Team.  The next home games are scheduled at 
Pawling Athletic Complex in Lewisburg on 5/5, 5/9, 
and 5/12 at 4:30 p.m. when LAHS takes on 
Bloomsburg, Danville and Loyalsock in that order.   
Everyone is invited to come out and cheer the girls on! 
 
Come cheer on the “big kid, Cory Mahon, as he hits 

the baseball field for the Lewisburg Green Dragons.  

The next several games are:  5/12, 5/13, and 5/17 all at 

4:30 at the Lewisburg Middle School Baseball Field as 

they take on Danville, Central Columbia, and 

Mifflinburg respectively. 

 

To all our Saint Paul’s athletes, stay healthy, stay 

strong, we love you! 

 

 

 

Friends Who Breakfast if you missed it this month, 

well join us next month, because we are back!  Spring 

has sprung (we think) and so 13 of us gathered for our 

first 2022 Saint Paul’s monthly Wednesday morning 

gathering called Friends Who Breakfast.  Our next 

gathering for June will be announced soon!  We hope 

you will join us.  Watch this space for the next 

gathering location!  As always for more information 

you may contact Merle Kay Englehart our chief 

organizer!  Thank you, Merle Kay!     

 

 

A great big word of congratulations to our own Kevin 

Styer!  Kevin was one of 300 Band Directors from 

across the country to be chosen to march in this year’s 

Rose Bowl Parade as a part of the Salute to America’s 

Band Directors.  To put this prestigious honor into 

perspective, there are 500 band directors in 

Pennsylvania alone, so to be one of 300 chosen across 

the country is a huge honor!  Kevin has served as 

Director of Bands at Shamokin High School for 21 

years and prior to that at Lourdes.  Kevin plays the 

Euphonium, directs the high school musicals, does set 

build and design, designs for church (i.e. this year’s 

tomb), bakes, does wood working and sings in our 

own Chancel Choir, just to name a few of his talents. 

 

Kevin will be recognized this evening, May 5, during 

the school’s symphonic band concert for his 

wonderful accomplishments and hard work in the 

community and beyond.   

 

Please join us in congratulating Kevin and sharing our 

appreciation for all he does here as well for his Saint 

Paul’s family!   We love you, Kevin! 

 

 

Time, Talents, & Opportunities 

Youth & Family News & Opportunities 

Kevin Styer poses Jan. 1, 2022 on the Salute to America’s 
Band Directors Rose Bowl Float, Jan. 2, 2022 



 

Coffee Hour Sponsors.  A new sign-up sheet has been 

placed beside the coffee bar in Fellowship Hall.  

Thanks to Diane Bettleyon and Floyd Merritt, 

sponsorship is easy.  Sign up, drop off your goodies 

by 9:30 a.m. and help feed your Saint Paul’s family.  

All are welcome before and after worship for this time 

of good food and fellowship. 

 

Wrap up in some love … Clean and cozy blankets are 

in the “Go” basket in the Sanctuary for kids (of all 

ages) to feel the warm love in our space.  Please place 

used ribbons and blankets in the “Stop” basket.  Each 

week they are washed in Dreft free & gentle.  

 

Geraniums for 2022.  We will be planting geraniums 

in honor, celebration, and memory of loved ones this 

season.  Geraniums will be $5 each and may be left to 

be planted at the church or taken home with you.  

Orders will be due by Wednesday, May 18, and will 

be planted following worship on May 22.  Order 

forms are inserted in the bulletin or you may choose 

to visit our church website and order online. 

 

 

 

We invite you to reach out this week with a prayer, 

a note, or phone call to the following people.  You 

may pick up a card on Sunday morning in the 

Narthex (under the TV announcements), fill it out, seal 

it, write the name on the front and drop it in the 

offering plate or grab a card at home and send it out.  

Call the church office if you need an address. 

Tina Stahl, Diane Bettleyon, & Denny Birdsall 

 

 
 
We welcome you in this season of Eastertide.  The season of 
Eastertide runs from Easter Sunday until Pentecost, June 5.  
The liturgical colors of the season are white as we celebrate 
and remember the thin space of Jesus’ life here on earth.  We 
hope you will join us for this season. 
 
May 8, 2022 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
“The Ripple Effect” 
Acts 9:36-43; John 10:22-30 
Lector:   Rhonda Newton 
Acolyte:  Bo Gill 
Flowers:  Available 
Coffee Hour Sponsor:  Diane Bettleyon 
Offering Counter:  S. Brown; D. Spear 

May 15, 2022 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
“Guess Who’s Coming To Dinner? 
Revelation 21:1-6; John 13:31-25 
Lector:  Dave Muffley 
Acolyte:  Riley Gill 
Flowers:  Rhonda Newton 
Coffee Hour Sponsor:  The Kisters 
Offering Counter:  D. Bettleyon; D. Spear 
 
May Worship Leader:  Niki Weber 
May Usher Team:  Earl & Terri Fisher, Amy Mahon, 
Sue Mahon, Chris & Jen Arnold 
 
 

Giving of Time, Talents and Offerings:  To all who 
offer their time, talents and gifts to create this 
community, our special thanks!  It is good always and 
everywhere to give thanks to God.  
Gifts & Offerings May 1, 2022: 
Attendance In Person:  100 (11 visitors) 
Attendance on LIVE: 327 
Virtual Reach:  4,710 

Plate Giving  $  2,212.00 
Loose Plate  $     163.00 
Online Giving              $     604.73 
Operational Total $  2,979.73 
Restricted Giving $     110.00 
Total Giving  $  3,089.73 

 

 

May 8 – Happy Birthday Collin Rice 

May 8 – Happy Birthday Amy Snider 

May 10 – Happy Anniversary Dean & Nancy Haven 

May 12 – Happy Anniversary David & Kelly Kazibwe 

May 12 – Fresh Express Food Distribution 3-5 p.m. 

May 12 – Community Meal Donations Due 

May 13 – Happy Birthday Marie Wagner 

May 13 – Happy Birthday Marie Weaver 

May 13 – Lifeline Screening in Fellowship Hall 8-5 

May 14 – Happy Birthday Kevin Styer 

May 14 – 433 High Street Clean Up Day 9:30 a.m. 

May 15 – Sharing Our Tables Community Meal 4-5 p.m. 

May 17 – Consistory Meeting 6 p.m. 

May 18 – Staff Meeting 11 a.m. 

May 18 – Geranium Orders Due 

May 21 – Tom Reimensnyder Memorial Service 

      12-2 Visitation; 2 Funeral – 4 Bells Church 

May 22 – All Church Cookout, Clean up, and Lunch 

May 23 – Grief Listening Circle @ United in Christ 6:30 p.m. 

For all events visit: https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar 

Events & Celebrations 

Reach Out & Touch 

Upcoming Worship 

Stewardship at Saint Paul’s 

https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar

