
 
 
August 18, 2021     “What happens here doesn’t stay here…” 
 

“Writing the Headlines” 
Pastor Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 

 

Dear Church Family,  
 
I am sharing my Pastor’s report to the Consistory with you today as this week’s blog.  

I hope this finds you well and having a good week.  My Pastor’s Letter, in part reads: 
 

“As we gather this evening, we gather during an ever-changing time of continued 
pandemic uncertainty and fatigue, of warring nations, of wildfires across the globe, 
storms wreaking havoc on our neighbors, earthquakes, and an ever-growing call to be 

the church.  I wonder do we not pray, how, oh Lord, How?!?  And then I must remind 
myself and others, none of this is unusual.  I was reminded of that fact this morning 
when I read a social media post that has been around for a time.  It reads: 

 
“Sometimes I just want it to stop.  Talk of COVID and (fill in the blank with 

what’s going on today).  I become convinced that this “new normal” is real 
life.  Then I meet an 87-year-old who talks of living through polio, 
diphtheria, Vietnam protests, and yet is still enchanted with life.   

  
He seemed surprised when I said that 2020 (you 

can now add 2021 to this) must be especially 
challenging for him.  “No,” he said slowly, looking 
me straight in the eyes.  “I learned a long time ago 

to not see the world through the printed 
headlines, I see the world through the people that 
surround me.  I see the world with the realization 

that we love big.  Therefore, I just choose to write 
my own headlines: “Husband loves (spouse).”  

“Family drops everything to come to 
Grandmother’s bedside.” He patted my hand.  
“Old man makes new friend.”  His words collide 

with my worries, freeing them from the tether I 
had been holding tight.  They float away.  I am left 

with a renewed spirit and a new way to write my 
own headlines.” 
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This came at a great time.  Thank you for posting this, Lisa Bernard.  I can’t help but 
think there are many right here in our church family - myself included - that tend to 

forget we worship a Savior and live with a Holy Spirit that allows us to write our 
headlines, the ones that empower us to care for others, to be both the people and thus 

the church we are called to be. 
 
Saint Paul’s certainly has many headlines that have been written over the past month, 

that I am grateful to have been at least a sideline participant it.  I am thankful I serve 
alongside a church, a faith community of people that write some amazing headlines.   
 

- Vacation Bible School welcomes 20 children, 8 new to this community 

- 21 Volunteers help feed, nurture those 20 children 

- Saint Paul’s provides back-packs, school supplies for 15 kids 

- Community Meal feeds 172 people; including 34 at Milton Developmental Center, 
40 at Milton Towers 

- Fresh Express seamlessly transitions to 1125, feeds 100+ families again! 

- Saint Paul’s able to provide Emergency Shelter for one in need 

- Two Families Connected with Emergency Assistance thanks to Saint Paul’s 

- Emergency Supplies called into service for Family in need, Gift Cards for Another 

- Our building at 1125 Mahoning was power washed by a volunteer 

- Saint Paul’s Volunteer Team scours Kitchen, organizes storage at 1125 

- Saint Paul’s Rocks Bloodmobile, Reestablishes “Canteen” for 37 donors  

- “Friends Who Breakfast” Confab grows, welcomes Two Dozen to Second 
Gathering 

- Fall/Advent Schedule established, includes Homecoming/Bring-a-Friend 
Sunday, Advent kickoff with Re-Creation Concert 

- Saint Paul’s present for Families in Area Hospitals 

- Saint Paul’s Worship Average UP to 69 in July; August average to date peaks at 
86 

- Saint Paul’s welcomes largest gathering in 2021 last Sunday” 103 Join for 
Worship   

- Who Dat?  Saint Paul’s welcomes an average of 17 occasional attenders/visitors 
per week 

- Saint Paul’s Welcomes Two New Members in July; __ New Members in 2021 
 

And the headlines go on and on…not just what we have done but what we are doing 
and about to do.  It is these headlines which we should be living into with grateful 

hearts, knowing in our heart we are following the path God calls us to and not 
distracted by the headlines the world creates around us. “ 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Tim 
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In Our Daily Prayers 

 
Dick Albright 
Linda Beaver 
Dick Bettleyon 
Beth Brown 
The Dorman Family 
Gail Earnest 
Ron Farrall and Family 
Gladys Fawcett 
Sarah Franciscus 

Amanda Greenawalt 
Greyson Greenawalt 
Steve Harding 
Mina Hoover 
Mary Rose Knelly  
Tom and Priscilla Lanks 
Cindy Lloyd 
Katy Mahon 
John Marsala 

Mike McCollum 
Cindy Mohr 
Raquel Prager 
Jane Scurfield 
Lucille Shuman 
Martha Shuman 
Alecia Snyder 
Donna and Russ Wynn, Sr.

 

 

 
 
 

 

News from Home 

 
Back to School BBQ and Swim 

 
This Sunday, August 22, at 4 p.m. is Saint Paul’s “Back to School BBQ 

and Swim” gathering at Central Oak Heights.  The main dish is provided 
so please bring a picnic side dish to share.  This is a fun time of 
fellowship and celebration as school begins and the summer starts to 

draw to a close.   
 
Community Research Project Rescheduled 

 
The weather caused the July 29 CRP gathering at Pier 87 to be postponed, 

and a new date is set for tomorrow, August 26 beginning at 6 p.m.  Plan 
to join the “Community Research Project” group at Pier 87 in Williamsport.   
 

We will be outside under a tent for a night of food, fellowship, and fun.  
Music begins at 7:30.  #SEEYOUTHERE 

 
Bring A Friend on September 12, 2021 
 

The popular “Bring a Friend” Homecoming” is back!  On Sunday, September 12, we 
will celebrate the return of our church year activities with a kick-off worship service 
(with Chancel Choir) followed by our first pot-luck meal, main dish provided.  Some of 

the activities we will be celebrating the return of are:  
 

✓ Bell, Chancel, and Children’s Choirs 
✓ Christian Formation Gatherings on Wednesday evenings, including dinner 
✓ Monday Morning Preacher 

✓ Sunday Morning Adult Gathering 
✓ and a full slate of Fall activities (see upcoming activities list here and on 

our website calendar) and mission events. 
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It’s Time for Choir at Saint Paul’s! 
 

The choirs at Saint Paul’s are open to anyone; no audition required! Do you have to 
read music? NO! Do you have to be there every Sunday? NO! (Although, dedication and 

commitment are very important. As Pastor Tim often says, “we are not the same 
without you!” Once you give it a try, you’re going to want to be there as often as you 
can because we have a good time!  We are looking for people that love God and want 

to use their gifts and talents to worship Him…give us a try!  Any questions, talk with 
Russ Wynn. 
 

Choirs of Saint Paul’s 
 

Chancel Choir – Sings most Sundays in worship, and special services 
September - June. Open to anyone teenage through Senior Citizens. 
Rehearses Sunday mornings at 8:50 am – 10:00am. Begins rehearsals 

Sept. 5. Begin singing in worship Sept. 12. 
 

Bell Choir – Plays once a month and at special times throughout the year. 
Rehearsal time is yet to be determined – but stay tuned!! We are currently 
refurbishing our bells, and it will be like a new set when they are finished. 

Check out our “Adopt-a-Bell” fund raiser starting today! (Sponsor a bell(s) 
for $100 dollars a bell! We have 37 bells in need of “adoption” More details 
on Sunday during worship.) 

 
Children’s Choir – This is for our young ones age 5 – 12. If your child can 

not read yet, we are asking an adult attend with them to help out and learn 
with them! They will rehearse Sunday morning’s at 10:00 – 10:15 starting 
October 3. They will generally sing the third Sunday of each month and 

special Sundays throughout the year. 
 
A Note About the Pandemic, Covid-19, And the Variants 
  
After careful consideration of recommendations and current guidelines, your Pastor 

and Consistory have the following message to share:  
 

First and foremost, if you are not feeling well, please do not attend church 
events, stay home and contact us should you need anything. While we realize a 
major percentage, more than 90%, of our congregation is fully vaccinated, we 

also acknowledge that many of our children are below the age threshold to 
receive the vaccine and therefore would ask that if you are unvaccinated to 
please, for the sake of all others, mask.  If you have been vaccinated and are 

more comfortable masking, we would invite you to mask as well.  Our goal is to 
respect your wishes while keeping everyone safe.   Next, if you have not had the 

vaccine and would like to you may contact Brad at Lewisburg Pharmacy and he 
will work it out with you to get you the J&J vaccine.    Thank you for your 
continued cooperation as we strive to balance the normality of church-based 

events and keeping everyone safe.  Be good, be kind, and as always let’s be the 
church.  Peace, Pastor Tim. 
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Worship and Faith Formation News 

 
Weekly Faith Formation Gatherings Starting Again Soon! 
 
Sunday Morning’s with Dave and Friends… Returns Sunday, September 12 
Monday Morning Preacher… Returns Monday, September 13 
Wednesdays Theology Mashup… Returns Wednesday, September 15 
 
Just a reminder if you are unable to join us in person or LIVE online on Sunday 
morning, replay of services are always available via YouTube or Facebook.  Links are 
on our website homepage. https://www.spuccwm.org/ or here: 
 
Saint Paul’s Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulswestmilton  
Saint Paul’s YouTube Channel:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx534qz98pw4lEcpsJznLnw 

 

Adopt-a-Bell (update) 
 
We asked and you have responded in amazing ways!  Last week we found out that our 
circa. 1975 Handbells which had been sent in for a regular cleaning, tuning, and minor 
repairs (first time ever) were discovered to be in need of an additional $3,643 over and 
above the $1,500 donated for the initial work.  At that time, we announced an “adopt-
a-bell” program to fully repair and refurbish our three octave bells.  We asked that you 
help sponsor at least 16 bells at $100 per bell ($1,600) and shared that any monies 
over and above that would be used to replenish the Gilliom Music Fund as monies were 
to be used from that fund to help complete the repairs.   Your response was wonderfully 
affirming for the music ministry of this church and as of this writing we have received 
$3,300 of the needed goal, well on our way to both paying for the bell repairs and 
replenishing the Gilliom Fund for Music.  Thank you!   
 
 

Mission and Outreach News 
 

Our New Pantry Highlights Some Needs… 
 

The little red wagon in the Narthex has started to fill with donations for our new 
emergency food pantry.  If you are heading to the store and would like to pick up a few 

extra items, below are the current needs should that be a way you would like to 
participate in Mission support of our community.   
 

Current needs: 
 Canned Green Beans  Canned Mixed Vegetables 

 Cooking Oils/Spray  Crackers (saltines, club, goldfish, etc.) 
 Instant Mashed Potatoes Meals in a Box, i.e. Hamburger / Tuna Helper 
 Peanut Butter   Shelf Stable Powdered Milk 

 Breakfast Cereals   Condiments & Pickles 
 
If you would prefer you can also purchase and drop in the offering plate or by the 

church office, gift cards for Giant, Walmart or Weis in the amount of $10, $15, or $20 
if you choose.    All help is appreciated in this way to give back in our community. 

https://www.spuccwm.org/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulswestmilton
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx534qz98pw4lEcpsJznLnw
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This Week at Saint Paul’s 
 
Thurs., Aug. 19 Happy Birthday Amy Rearick 
  Happy Anniversary Chad and Nicole Kister 
  10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Church Office open  
       
Fri., Aug. 20  10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Church Office open 
 
Sat., Aug. 21  Happy Birthday Nora Hockenbrock 
   
Sun., Aug. 22  Happy Anniversary Louise Litzy and Jennifer VanHorn 
  10:30 a.m. Worship 
  4 p.m. Back-to-School BBQ and Swim at Central Oak Heights 
 
Mon., Aug. 23  10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Church Office open  
 
Tues., Aug. 24  Happy Birthday Sue Mahon 
  10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Church Office open 
       
Wed., Aug. 25  10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Church Office open 
 

Upcoming Sunday Worship 

LIVE stream and In Person @ 1125 Mahoning Street, Milton 
 
August 22, 2021     August 29, 2021 
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
“I Promise You This”    “Tradition!” 
Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18; John 6:56-69  James 2:1-10, 14-17; Mark 7:24-37 
Lector: Amy Armstrong    Lector:  Autumn Faust 
Flower Sponsor: Available   Flower Sponsor:  Leeser Family Children 
Offering Counter: A. Henry; D. Spear  Offering Couter: D. Bettleyon; D. Spear 
 
August Worship Leader:  Polly Barrall 
 
August Usher Team:  Barb and Dave Wagner, Sue Mahon 

Amy Snider (Sign In), Earl Fisher (Alternate) 

 
 If You Like to Plan 

Here are some upcoming events to add to your calendar 
 
Sun., Aug. 22 – Back to School Picnic and Swim Party 4 p.m. 
Thurs., Aug. 26 - Fresh Express Food Distribution at 1125 Mahoning 2 to 5 p.m. 

 
Sun., Sept. 5 – Communion; Honoring First Responders, Medical and Healthcare Workers  

Sun., Sept. 12 – Sun. Morning with David and Friends 9:15 a.m. 
Sun., Sept. 12 – Homecoming Bring a Visitor Sun. with Potluck Lunch  
Mon., Sept. 13 – Mon. Morning Preacher Faith Formation Returns 10:30 a.m. 
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Wed., Sept. 15 – Friends Who Breakfast at Street of Shops 9:30 a.m. 
Wed., Sept. 15 – Family Faith Formation Returns (Dinner, Bible Study, Youth Events, Music) 

Sat., Sept. 18 – Harvest Festival Parade 1 p.m. (SPUCC Float) 
Sun., Sept. 19 – Blessing of Pets 5 p.m. (Pavilion) 

Sat., Sept. 25 – S’mores and a Movie (Pavilion) 
Wed., Sept. 29 – Red Cross Bloodmobile and Canteen 1 to 6 p.m. (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Sun., Oct. 3 – World Communion Sun. / Baptism 
Sun., Oct. 3 – Hayride and Hotdogs 4 p.m. (Ard’s Farm Market) 
Sun., Oct. 10 – Baptism  

Sun., Oct. 10 – Community Dinner at 5 p.m. at 1125 Mahoning 
Sun., Oct. 17 – Children’s Choir 

Sat., Oct. 23 – Pumpkin Patch / Trunk or Treat 
 
Sat., Nov. 6 – Annual Soup and Bake Sale 

Sun., Nov. 7 – All Saint’s Day 
Sun., Nov. 21 – Christ the King Sun. 

Sun., Nov. 21 – All Church Ministry Celebration and Thanksgiving Potluck Lunch 
Sat., Nov. 27 – Hanging of the Greens 
Sun., Nov. 28 – Re-Creation Concert 7 p.m. with Dessert Reception 

 
Wed., Dec. 1 – Red Cross Bloodmobile and Canteen 1 to 6 p.m. 
Sun., Dec. 5 – Community Dinner (Saint Paul’s Sponsored) 5 p.m. at 1125 Mahoning 

Sun., Dec. 5 – Advent Series Concert with Dessert Reception 7 p.m. 
Sun., Dec. 12 – Community Choir Concert with Dessert Reception 7 p.m. 

Sun., Dec. 19 – Annual Christmas Pageant and Catered Dinner 5 p.m. 
Fri., Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve Family Worship Candlelight/Communion 4:30 p.m. 
Fri., Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve Special Music Candlelight/Communion 10:30 p.m. 

 
Visit the Saint Paul’s website calendar at:  https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar 

 

Contact and Connect Information 
Church Address:   1125 Mahoning Street, Milton, PA  17847 
Church Mailing Address:  PO Box 85, West Milton, PA  17886 
Church Office Contact:  570-568-1433 / admin@spuccwm.org   
Pastoral Emergencies:  570-975-9536 (Pastor Tim’s cell)     
Pastor’s Email:    PastorTim@spuccwm.org  
Church Online Directory:  https://engage.suran.com/spuccwm  
Church Online Events Calendar: https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar  
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