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Dear Faith Family,  

Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber was stuck in a plane on 
tarmac for nearly five hours this week before her 
flight from Newark – bound for Denver – returned to 
the gate, deplaned, and then (you guessed it) was 
“cancelled.”  She wrote about her experience in her 
blog, “The Corners,” this week and entitled the article: 
“Lessons from a long time on the tarmac.”  After 
describing the exasperating experience, she writes:  

“We (my new friends from the plane and I) are trauma-
bonded over the experience and shared our stories and good 
humor. Every announcement from the pilot gave us fodder 
for more jokes. They were generous and funny and they 
taught me a lot.” 

She continued acknowledging something I believe we 
all see and are scratching our heads about right now: 
“Nothing is working right now. Not retail. Not 
restaurants. Not hotels. Not air travel. Not schools. Not 
healthcare. I mean - it’s all fraying at the edges.” 

Nadia continues in her article to ask all of us to create 
a somewhat “survival guide.”  Practice grace, be kind, 
especially when situations push us to anything but 
kindness, and treat one another with love and grace, 
an extra measure.  Then she went on to quote “old 
guys from AA” – “how can we live life on life’s terms 
right now? Because the terms have changed and there’s not 
a whole lot we can do about it to change that, but maybe 
there’s a lot we can do to bear it.” 

She had a great point in all of this: “What do we have 
control over?”  Someone I spoke with this week – no - 
many people I spoke with this week shared with me 
the real fight right now is depression.  It seems no one 
understands what is happening in our world.  We are 
told we are close to a recession with gas prices coming 
back down a bit, with the cost of everything going up, 
yet if we want to buy a car there’s none to be had 
unless we order one.  Houses go on the market for 
days, not weeks, and people come in and pay cash for 
them. The prices of groceries have, in some cases now 
doubled, the shelves at the store are often bare, why? 

Because people are afraid there eventually won’t be 
enough so they just pay whatever the price is? 

Rev. Bolz-Weber suggested putting together a 
“survival list.”  What’s on your survival list?  For me, 
it’s being the church in all the ways we can to all the 
people we can.  It’s never failed me yet, because God 
has never failed me yet, and I have a feeling deep in 
my heart that God will never fail us, if we but offer 
ourselves, in this crazy world, in service to others, 
especially when it feels like we just want to go home, 
hunker down, and shut the shades because we don’t 
understand.  Yet, here we are, and the last time I 
checked that wasn’t an option. 

My response to the depression Rev. Bolz-Weber 
speaks of?  Get out and do something about it.  If you 
are able, go volunteer, it helps when we can help 
others.  Volunteer at the food pantry, volunteer at 
your neighborhood agency on aging, help with a 
habitat project, do something for others, there is 
always something that can be done, and I believe in 
doing so you begin to realize there is a way you can 
make an impact.  Remember the old saying, to the 
world you may not be able to make a noticeable 
difference, but to one, what you may do, means the 
world. 

So, I invite you as always, will you join me in being 
the church?  By the way, Rev. Bolz-Weber made it 
home the following day when one of the passengers 
she met on the plane was able to help her out in 
getting through the gauntlet of 1,500 cancelled flights 
after he himself had needed three days to get from 
Newark to Denver because of flight cancelations and 
changes.   

Rev. Bolz-Weber made friends on the tarmac, because 
they were all in it together.  While a friend posted 
“there is a fine line between a long sermon and a 
hostage situation,” I don’t think anything can replace 
being the church together when life becomes so 
frayed at the edges.   

See you in church.   
See you volunteering. 
#spucconthejourneytogether 

 

Peace, Pastor Tim 
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Linda Beaver Mike McCollum 
Bill Bernard Cindy Mohr 
Gail Earnest David Reid 
Greyson Greenawalt Wayne & Nancy Stahl 
Kiana Kautz Nancy Stahlnecker 
Priscilla & Tom Lanks Wynn-Haven Family 
Katy Mahon Unspoken Requests 

Prayer requests are updated weekly from our 
Prayers & Love Facebook page and phone calls. 

 
 
 

Did you know… We serve on average up to 12 
families a month through our Emergency Food 
Pantry.  A word of thanks to Diane Bettleyon, who 
not only leads our kitchen team, but also maintains 
a healthy, organized emergency food pantry here at 
Saint Paul’s.  If you wish to help keep the pantry 
shelves stocked, below are some current needs.  
You may drop off items in the red wagon in the 
Narthex on Sunday morning or any day during the 
week. 

Fruit cups, canned sweet potatoes, peaches, 
pineapple, tuna, chicken breast, spaghetti sauce, 
macaroni, rice-a-roni, hamburger helper, apple 
sauce, Knorr sides, ketchup, mustard, drink mixes, 
kool-aid, liquid laundry soap, fabric softener, toilet 
paper, paper towels, toothpaste, tooth brushes, 
hand soap. 

We also continue to collect gas cards for local 
stations, as it supports members and friends in the 
community who may need a helping hand.  Drop 
in the offering plate on Sunday morning or in the 
church office throughout the week. You’ve 
responded in amazing ways as we continue to serve 
others.  #spucconthejourneytogether 
 

Opportunities to volunteer and serve: 

Fresh Express Food Distribution 
Thursday, August 25 & September 8   1-5 p.m. 
(Info Contact:  Earl Fisher, Al Henry, Beth Vincent) 
 
Sharing Our Tables Community Meal 
Saturday, August 27 from 4 to 5 p.m.   
“Ingredient” sign-up sheet in church on 8/14 
(Info Contact:  Shelley Sholley, Floyd Merritt) 

 
 

Homecoming Sunday… aka Rally Day… aka Bring 
a Friend Sunday   Whatever you know it as, or even 
if it’s never been a thing in a faith community where 
you have been involved, we would like to share a bit 
about it that happens in this faith community on the 
first Sunday following Labor Day.  This year that is 
Sunday, September 11, 2022, and while we have 
called it by many names, the name “Homecoming 
Sunday” is a perfect fit for Saint Paul’s. 

The Sunday received the name “Rally Day” because 
of it’s the day we return to what used to be considered 
“normal operations” of the church with Sunday 
School classes, Choir rehearsals, and regularly 
scheduled events.  Any more, these events don’t 
much need to be rallied for a restart since summer 
rarely sees a lull in the action around our church.   

The Sunday, even here, has been named “Bring-a-
Friend” Sunday where we invite friends, family, 
neighbors, anyone we would like to join us for 
worship and lunch as a way to kick off the fall/winter/ 
spring season and events for the upcoming year. 

However, using the term “Homecoming” seems to 
offer somewhat of an all-encompassing thought and 
feeling.  We invite all those who have once been here 
to return, we invite all those whom haven’t been here 
before to join us at our home, and we celebrate the 
ministries that return during this time.  It’s all a great 
big celebration and homecoming! 

Our hope is that as the choir returns to sing, as we 
worship together and have a homecoming meal 
together that you will invite others to join us, that you 
will ask your friends, family, neighbors, even 
strangers to join us here as we come together in love 
and fellowship.   

Homecoming Sunday 2022 is upon us.  September 11, 
2022, beginning with Choir rehearsal at 8:50 a.m., 
Sunday Morning Jump Start Sunday School at 9:15 
a.m., Worship at 10:30 a.m., followed by our 
homecoming luncheon in Fellowship Hall.  Our 
nursery will open that day at 8:45 a.m. and our Youth 
and Families will gather that evening at 5 p.m., with 
Confirmation and our children and youth faith 
formation classes beginning anew.   

Looking forward to a great 2022 Homecoming!   

#seeyouinchurch #spucconthejourneytogether 

 

Would You Join Us in Praying For… Exploration News & Opportunities 

Mission News & Opportunities 



 

Christian Education and Exploration… Here at 
Saint Paul’s, we love Fall in the church season 
because it is the kickoff of some great time of 
fellowship through Christian Education!   
 
Beginning September 7, at 6:05 p.m., Wednesday 
Interactive returns!  Interactive is a group study of 
scripture and conversation with either video or 
audio content included and a great roundtable 
exploration. You don’t have to be a Bible Scholar, 
just bring yourself and your curiosity and join us in 
a safe space to explore what the texts may be saying 
to you or wrestle a bit with today’s events in 
relationship to who we are as followers of Christ.  
Wednesday Interactive kicks off with a Brian 
McLaren ebook and podcast in six sessions, entitled 
“Why Don’t They Get It: Overcoming Biases in 
Others (and Yourself).”  After this study we will 
work through other studies of interest to the group 
and spend a special Advent study together. 
 
Sunday Morning Jump Start Sunday School will 
return on September 11, at 9:15, gathering in the 
Parlor to discuss the days preaching text together. 
 
Monday Morning Reflections returns on 
September 12 at 10:30 a.m. to wrap up any 
questions or discussions the text and message from 
Sunday may prompt. 
 
Children’s Church with Miss Colleen resumes 
Sunday mornings. Following the “Time with Our 
Children” in worship, the children go back to their 
classroom for a lesson and activity. 
 
On the second and fourth Sundays at 5, starting 
with dinner for all and followed by lessons and 
crafts, Youth and Families will gather.  This is for 
all children and families, newborn to 7th grade.   
 
And each Sunday this 2022/2023 season will be 
Confirmation Sunday.  A full listing of 
Confirmation exploration from “Holy Envy” to the 
“Chosen” will be explored, along with field trips, 
guest speakers, and fun along the way.   
 
Remember we are not the same when you are not 
here, so we hope you will join us whenever possible 
and “plug in” in some way to our Christian 
Education program.  Bring on Fall!  
 

Music Ministry… It has always been the 
philosophy of Pastor Tim that the Holy inspired 
messages of worship be shared in multiple ways.  
Maybe the liturgy, children’s message, or sermon 
speak to you, or maybe it is through the music, or 
in all these ways.   No matter how, music remains 
an integral part of who we are at Saint Paul’s and 
Choir season just makes that extra special.   
 
Our music program is led by the incredibly talented 
Russ Wynn, Jr., our Minister of Music, and assisted 
by another incredibly talented musician, Sharon 
Styer, our Assistant Minister of Music.  Between 
Russ and Sharon, assisted by volunteers Michael 
Haven and Shelly Peterson, our groups of amazing 
volunteer choir members thrive.   
 
We are excited that in this season the Chancel and 
Children’s Choirs will be returning, and the Bell 
Choir will soon be reforming.  We have certainly 
been blessed this summer with our own and other 
local musicians helping to lead worship. 
 
A Chancel Choir kick off dinner for members, 
spouses/partners, and those just wanting to 
maybe explore Choir, will be held on Wednesday, 
August 31, at 6 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Choir 
members are encouraged to invite others who may 
be interested in trying out the choir as well as 
previous members to return and join us.  This 
evening will include dinner, conversation, and 
maybe just a few read-throughs of music.  All skill 
levels, aka EVERYONE, is welcome in the Chancel 
Choir. Chicken and drinks will be provided.  Bring 
a dish to share and let’s get this season started!  
  
Chancel Choir rehearsals officially start, Sunday, 
September 4, at 8:50 a.m. and the Choir will help 
lead worship beginning September 11, on 
“Homecoming Sunday.”   
 
Children’s Choir will return to rehearsal on 
September 18 and will sing in worship on October 
23rd.   
 
A Christmas Pageant will also be announced soon, 
led this year by Kelly Kazibwe.  And, while it 
doesn’t seem possible for us to be talking about this 
when the thermometer still says 90+ degrees, a 
pageant is exciting to look forward to as well.   



 

New Member Sunday… Our next new member 
Sunday is September 25.  Full membership is open 
to all through profession of faith, membership 
transfer from another denomination, or 
membership renewal.  In the UCC we also offer 
Associate Memberships for those who choose to 
maintain their membership in another church or 
denomination and would like to associate with 
Saint Paul’s.  At Saint Paul’s, membership is not 
required, however, it does offer the privilege of 
voting on church matters and serving on the 
church’s Consistory, governing board.  Whatever 
you may choose, please know you are considered 
family here.  To learn more or have a conversation 
about membership and what membership means to 
your Saint Paul’s family, please reach out to Pastor 
Tim, either by email pastortim@spuccwm.org or 
contact him at the church office 570-5689-1433.  
 
 
 

 
August 14, 2022 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
“Invisible Substance” 
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16; Luke 12:32-40 
Lector:  Barclay Wilson 
Acolyte:  Kadence Gill 
Flowers:  Pat Bender 
Offering Counter:  E. Fisher; D. Spear 
 
August 21, 2022 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
“Indignant?!?” 
Psalm 71:1-6; Luke 13:10-17 
Lector:  Carol Oberlin 
Acolyte:  Charley Jo Kister 
Flowers:  Available 
Offering Counter:  S. Brown, D. Spear 
 
August Worship Leader:  Kelly Kazibwe 
 
August Greeter/Usher Team:  Earl & Terri Fisher, 
Amy Mahon, Sue Mahon, Chris & Jen Arnold, Judy 
Brown 

 
 
Giving of Time, Talents and Offerings: 
To all who offer their time, talents and gifts to create 
this community, our special thanks!  It is good 
always and everywhere to give thanks to God. 

Gifts & Offerings August 7, 2022 
Attendance In Person:  123 (23 visitors) 
Attendance on LIVE: 234 
Virtual Reach:  4,597 
Plate Giving  $   1,967.00 
Loose Plate  $      146.11 
Online Giving $   1,407.22 
Operational Total $   3,520.33 
Restricted Giving $      120.00 
Total Giving  $   3,640.33  
 

 

  Wishing Happy Birthday to … 

Aug. 14  George Mull Aug. 16  Barb Wagner 

Aug. 17  Judy Albright Aug. 19  Amy Rearick 

Aug. 21  Nora Hockenbrock Aug. 24  Sue Mahon 

Aug. 27   Jen Arnold Aug. 29  Deb Bogart 

Aug. 29  Evan Armstrong Aug. 30  Arlene Belford 

Aug. 30  Dottie Leeser Aug. 31  Sadie Faust 

Aug. 31   Nate Reid 

And Happy Anniversary to … 

Aug. 18  Gloria and Bill Lehman 

Aug. 19  Nicole and Chad Kister 

Aug. 22  Louise Litzy and Jennifer VanHorn 

Aug. 28  Heath and DeAnn Hansum 

 

Fri., Aug. 12 Community Research Project 4pm 

      Union Cellars Winery, Lewisburg 

Sun., Aug. 14 Crosscutters Baseball Game 4pm 

      Carpool option from church at 3pm 

Tues., Aug. 16 Consistory Meeting 6pm 

Sun., Aug. 21 Teacher Appreciation Luncheon 

        Chicken provided; bring a side 

Thurs., Aug. 25 Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5 

Sun., Aug. 28 Back to School Swim Party noon-4 

        At the Spear Home 

Wed., Aug. 31 Choir Kick Off Dinner 6pm 

Sun., Sept. 4 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 8:50am 

Wed., Sept. 7 Interactive Book Study 6:05 pm 

Thurs., Sept. 8 Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5 

Sun., Sept. 11 Homecoming Sunday!! 

Saint Paul’s Celebrations & Events 

Upcoming Worship 

Stewardship 

For all Saint Paul’s events 

dates, times, and descriptions, visit: 

https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar 

mailto:pastortim@spuccwm.org
https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar

