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Peace, Pastor Tim 

  
  
  
  
 

 

 

Dear Faith Family, 

On Tuesday evening when our Consistory 
gathered, I offered the following text as a part of 
our devotion and pastor’s report.  This week, as we 
prepare for our annual Fall meeting, I felt it 
appropriate to share with you all a portion of what 
I shared with them.   

“For a time, the Lord also sent quail for the Israelites to 
eat. In the morning they picked up manna, and in the 
evening, they gathered quail. The Lord wanted the 
Israelites to learn to trust Him. In this way, He took care 
of them in the wilderness.” (Exodus 16:4-5) 

I love, love, love where we are and what we have 
been able to do here in the space we have been 
occupying since March 2021!  We have welcomed 
over 40 new members (including eight professions 
of faith), held seven baptisms, served 5,460 families 
with groceries, we have welcomed the American 
Red Cross Bloodmobile, held more than 20 family 
meals, participated in almost 120 worship services 
together, fellowshipped through multiple church 
family events, and grown closer as a faith family.  
All in the desert space of our journey! 

In March of 2021, after a full year of online worship 
we returned to in person worship at 1125 Mahoning 
Street, the former home of Christ Lutheran Church 
as we could no longer fit safely in our home.  Our 
continued growth, along with factors such as space 
for fellowship and accessibility soon proved to us 
we could no longer return to our home.  I have to 
tell you, while as I stated I loved this space that we 
have been blessed to worship in, it has still not been 
fully ours.  While every church house I believe is 
God’s house, not ours, this one in particular is 
owned by the Lutheran Church.   

As you know, over the past year plus, we have been 
seeking to find a new and permanent home for all 
of us, gathering information, praying, discerning, 
visiting sights, being outbid on property, and 

praying and discerning some more.  With the real 
estate market the way it is now – which is different 
than it was just a month ago – along with supply 
chain issues, we have run into much difficulty.  Yet 
the manna and quail continue to be supplied, food 
for our souls in this temporary space.  I say this to 
you all not because we fully have an answer to 
where God is leading yet, however we have begun 
to see a path way forward and it is happening in 
God’s time. 

On May 31, 2023, our lease here ends, and we will 
be worshipping, fellowshipping, gathering, and 
serving in a new place.  While the place is not 
certain, nor is it certain whether it will be 
permanent or temporary, we have been called to 
trust in God.  We have a template for what occurs 
when that happens.  We continue to receive all we 
need.  God has supplied our every need and more. 
Our trust continues to be in God. 

I can say this with certainty: God has not brought 
us this far to leave us in the desert.  Nor has God 
ever failed us yet, and I don’t see that happening. 
In the words of Paul, thank you for your 
faithfulness to God and to the church of Jesus Christ 
as we lean into our time as “Israelites” trusting in 
God’s great plan, which brings me great peace, 
knowing God’s got us. 

I want to close out my letter to you all, by saying I 
have discovered great peace in these past few days 
and weeks, peace that by all practical matters I 
should not have, thus peace that truly surpasses all 
understanding. For the manna and the quail are 
doing their job, they are building trust in a loving 
and caring God, whose plan will bring us home. 

I am so very blessed to be on this journey with each 
and every one of you.  I can’t wait to see who the 
Holy brings through our doors, wherever we are, 
because we have much work to do, and we’ve got 
some beautiful family gathered around us to do it. 
All you have to do is look in the mirror and you will 
discover that firsthand.  Amen. 
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Christmas Wreaths – Orders are due on Sunday 
Each fresh fir wreath with a beautiful bow is $20.  Use 
the order form on the Narthex table or call Donna in 
the church office.  Wreaths will be ready to take home 
Sun., Nov. 27. Proceeds benefit local missions. 

The Sharing Our Tables Community Meal on 
November 13, provided a delicious meal for 215 
people!  The next meal is Sunday, December 4, and 
will include ham, mashed potatoes, corn, and cake.  
There is a sign-up sheet on the Narthex table if you 
are able to help with ingredients.  Thank you, as 
always, for your generosity. 

 

The Little Red Wagon is Always There   You’ll 
find “the little red wagon” in our Narthex ready for 
your donations for our emergency pantry.  With the 
holidays fast approaching, we are certain donations of 
holiday staples will be needed.  If you would consider 
buying an extra box of stuffing, or can of vegetables, 
we know it will be greatly appreciated.  Your help is 
always needed and appreciated as we, together help 
our neighbors to ease food insecurity.  You may also 
drop Walmart or Giant gift cards in the offering plate 
or in the office.  Every little bit helps. 
 
 
 
 

Let’s Decorate!  Saturday, Nov. 26, at 10 a.m. 

“Hanging of the Greens,” a time to decorate the 
church inside and out - many hands are needed (you 
know how many trees Pastor Tim puts up), so bring 
your neighbors, bring your friends, and join us at 10 
a.m. for a continental breakfast and church 
decorating.  

And Join Us as We Journey Through Advent 

Linda Beaver Jack & Angi Looby 
Gertrude Breining Katy Mahon 
Judy Brown Kasey Milheim 
Heather Counsil Newton/Anderson Family 
Terri Dana Gary O’Neill 
The Engle Family Chuck Schworer 
Gail Ernest Carolyn Vetro 
Gladys Fawcett Flo Warner 
Greyson Greenawalt Carolyn Wuerdeman 
Ray Leeser Harriet Zeyn 

Would You Join Us in Praying For… 

On the Journey Together 

Sharing Our Gifts 



 

Saint Paul’s Christmas Pageant & 
Catered Meal December 18, 5:30 p.m. 

We are so excited that Kelly Kazibwe will be working 
with the youth this year for our Christmas Pageant! 
Kelly has chosen a play that requires a minimal number 
of rehearsals.  A brief gathering of those who are 
interested in participating will be Sunday, November 
20, following our Thanksgiving Meal.  Please email 
Kelly to let her know that you would like to take part:  
klo28867@alumni.bloomu.edu 

Sunday, Nov. 27, at 5:30 p.m. 

“Tree Lighting and Caroling,” this night we will 
gather at 4 p.m. for a time of caroling around the tree, 
turn on the lights at dusk, share in hot chocolate, 
cookies, and then a movie in Fellowship Hall as a part 
of our youth and family night at the church.   

 

Sunday, Dec. 4, at 5:30 p.m. 

“Community Concert” featuring vocal and 
instrumental holiday music followed by a dessert bar 
and coffee. 
 

Sunday, Dec. 11, 5:30 p.m.  

“Hope is Born:  Three Springs Live Nativity” in 
Navoo, Pa.  We will depart at 4 p.m. sharp for a trip 
to experience the live nativity put on display there.  
We have reserved 75 spots for this evening’s 5:30 walk 
through Bethlehem.  The cost is free, however if we 
have enough interest we may reserve a bus for the trip 
up and back.  We should return to Saint Paul’s 
parking lot around 8 p.m.  A sign-up sheet is on the 
table in the Narthex. 

Sunday, Dec. 18, 5:30 p.m.  

“Annual Christmas Meal and Pageant” a great 
evening of food, fun, and fellowship.  The meal will 
be catered, and the show will be directed by Kelly 
Kazibwe.  Kelly is seeking volunteers to help with the 
play, a limited rehearsal production of the story of 
Christmas, told by the one of the tiniest of creatures 
from that night so long ago.  We promise this is 
something you won’t want to miss!   

Saturday, Dec. 24, 4:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.  

“Candlelight and Communion Services” a more child 
friendly earlier service begins at 4:30 p.m. and will 
incorporate the Children’s Choir, while the second 
service begins with a half hour of special music 
starting at 10:30 p.m. with a service featuring both our 
Chancel and Bell Choirs. 

Sunday, Dec. 25, 10:30 a.m.  

“Christmas Morning Birthday Party Service” is 
planned with Chancel Choir to celebrate the Birth of 
Jesus. What a day it will be.  Come in your favorite 
Christmas sweater or pajamas. 
 
If you have thought about inviting someone to 
church, this would be a great time, as always, to invite 
them to see and experience Saint Paul’s.   

Fun in Fellowship Hall, aka Coffee Hour   Each 
Sunday 10 a.m. to 10:30 and 11:30 to 12 noon, join your 
church family around the tables.  We promise, you 
won’t leave church hungry.  If you would like to 
sponsor Coffee Hour or help in any way, please 
contact Donna in the church office. 

 
 
 
Gifts & Offerings November 13, 2022 
Attendance In Person:  102 (3 Visitors) 
Attendance on LIVE:  346 
Virtual Reach:  2,445  Christian Education:  17 
Plate Giving  $   1,932.00 
Loose Plate  $      106.55 
Online Giving  $      410.48   
Operational Total $   2,449.03 
Restricted Giving $      668.00  
Total Giving  $   3,117.03 
 
 
 
November 20, 2022 
Christ the King Sunday 
“Still, He Said…” 
Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43 
Worship Leader:  Jen Arnold 
Lector:  Barclay Wilson 
Acolyte:  Lillie Franciscus 
Flowers:  Available 
Offering Counter:  C. Franciscus; D. Spear 

November 28, 2022 
First Sunday of Advent 
“Hope on Mahoning” 
Hebrews 11:1; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:35-44 
Worship Leader:  Jen Arnold 
Lector:  Kelly Kazibwe 
Acolyte:  The Faust Family 
Coffee Hour Sponsor:  The Arnold Family 
Flowers:  Stevi Queen & Denee Mathias 
Offering Counter:  E. Fisher; D. Spear 

November Greeter/Usher Team:  Earl & Terri Fisher, 
Amy Mahon, Sue Mahon, Richard & Amy 
Armstrong, Judy Brown, Beth Vincent 

Upcoming Worship 

Stewardship 

mailto:klo28867@alumni.bloomu.edu


 

This picture of Rhett and Delilah Sample was captured 
during the Chancel Choir anthem last week.  How beautiful 
it is to see the awe and wonder of our littlest family members. 

 
 

Join Pastor Tim and friends for an interactive Advent 
book discussion “Down to Earth.” This four-week 
journey is on Wednesdays at 6:05 p.m. in the Parlor 
(November 16, 30, December 7, and 14).  Jump in 
anytime.  Bring friends, neighbors, family and join us. 
 
Sunday Morning Jump Start Sunday School 9:15am  
Church Nursery Sundays from 9am to noon.  
Children’s Church   During a portion of worship 
ages 3 to Grade 2.   
Confirmation Sundays 5pm 
Youth & Family Gatherings 2nd & 4th Sunday 5-7pm 
Monday Morning Reflections 11am Parlor 
Wednesday Interactive   6:05pm Parlor 

Upcoming Youth & Family Gatherings: 

Sunday, November 27 includes a tree lighting, 
cookies, hot chocolate, Christmas Caroling, a 
Christmas movie, and more! 

Sunday, December 11 our trip to the live nativity in 
Navoo, Pa.  All ages are welcome and will be truly 
entertained. 

Sunday, December 18 our Holiday event with the all-
church Christmas dinner at 5:30, followed by this 
year’s Christmas Pageant.   

Join us for this fun time of gathering with our children! 

 

Family Nights 2023!  Dear faith family, particularly 
those with youth and children… First, we hope you 
will pay special attention to all the opportunities we 
have to gather for the Advent Season, starting with 
the Caroling and Tree Lighting on Sunday evening 
November 27 at 5:30 p.m. and check out each event, 
each week following.  With that in mind, note our 
normal Youth and Family gatherings will return at 5 
p.m. on January 8, the second Sunday of January.  
Each gathering is a time of food, fun, lessons, and 
crafts.  Additionally, for parents with children ages 
2nd to 5th grade, a special event will be planned 
(during the same time frame) to allow some 
dedicated time to this group.  Maybe an extra 
activity, a night out for bowling, bouncing, or pizza 
and a movie.  Parents will be encouraged to sign up 
to lead one of the evening’s activities or events.  For 
questions, suggestions, or concerns, please reach out 
to Colleen Franciscus, our Christian Education 
leader.   

 

Wishing Happy Birthday to… 

Nov. 17 – Deann Hansum 
Nov. 17 – T.J. Duncan 
Nov. 19 – Chad Kister 
Nov. 21 – Louise Litzy 
Nov. 23  – Harry Wuerdeman 
Nov. 24 – Karl Sampsell 
Nov. 25 – Maggie Barrett 
Nov. 25 – John Parrish 
Nov. 25 – Donna Spear 
Nov. 26 – Polly Barrall 
Nov. 27 – Gary Bennett 
Nov. 27 – Pat Bender 
Nov. 28 – Molly Faust 
Nov. 29 – Steve Rowe  

Wishing Happy Anniversary to… 

Nov. 24 – Steve and Robin Brown 
 
 
 

Nov. 20 – All Church Meeting & Thanksgiving Luncheon 

Nov. 22 – Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5pm 

Nov. 22 – Evangelical Mobile Medical Unit 1-5pm 

Nov. 24&25 – Church Office Closed for Thanksgiving 

Nov. 26 – Hanging of the Greens 10am 

Nov. 27 – Advent Tree Lighting and Carols 5:30pm 

Nov. 30 – Red Cross Bloodmobile and Canteen 1-6pm 

Dec. 4 – Sharing Our Tables Community Meal 4-5pm 

Dec. 4 – Advent Instrumental & Choral Concert 5:30pm 

Dec. 8 – Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5pm 

Dec. 11 – Live Nativity at Navoo, Pa. 5:30pm 

Dec. 18 – Christmas Pageant & Catered Meal 5:30pm 

https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar  

 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

Forming Our Faith Saint Paul’s Celebrations 

Youth & Family News 

https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar

