
 
 

August 25, 2021     “What happens here doesn’t stay here…” 

 

“Nothing New …” 
Pastor Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 

 

Dear Church Family,  

 

Having two adult children in the house over the past few months has made me say, “huh,” on 

more than one occasion.  Their vernacular, the way they are entertained, the way they interact 

with their friends, how they spend their time - it all seems a bit foreign to me.  Or does it? 

 

The other thing that has made me go, “huh,” are the discoveries they make.  Where they find 

comic relief, where they feel they have discovered something no generation before them knew 

or realized - even how they cope with life’s issues.   What I’ve come to realize is, none of this is 

new.  Their actions, reactions, lifestyles, their way of being is not new.  While they may think no 

one before them ever dealt with or discovered this or that (and we, too, may find their way of 

life different than we knew as kids or young adults), I don’t think that is the case.  I believe it 

just looks a little different and we are looking at it through a different lens as parents than we 

did when we were that age.   

 

Oh, we had our own devices back then.  We thought we 

were the Christopher Columbus of the day, discovering 

everything new, and yes, the times were different to a 

point, but the discoveries behind the reactions are mainly 

the same.  Living with adult children in the house has 

made me realize, while the actual scenarios of young adult 

life are different, the lessons and the learnings continue on 

the same path and have for generations.   

 

I wonder about how we learn to live into and worship in 

our faith.  How we have evolved over the years.  The 

scenario may look differently.  However, the discoveries 
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are along the same pathway and lines of the generations of saints and sinners before us.  As I 

looked back over historical records of both Saint Paul’s and even Christ Lutheran, we are 

following the same pathways many times.  Setting up similar events from years past, organizing 

the church in ways that were used in generations long ago, and even, while we think we are 

doing something new, worshipping in the same manner as our ancestors too.  I guess that is 

why it strikes me as odd when people talk about doing church differently to attract others.  I’ve 

just learned as I’ve gotten older, being the church the way our ancestors in generations before 

us did makes a lot of sense.   

 

Jesus, knew this about the people that followed him, about the ancestors before him, and about 

the generations to come.  God created us all to have this amazingly fascinating connection to 

one another, to be in community together.  Oh, we may do things in a different order, or find 

things funny in a different way, or use different music or call our time together by a different 

name, however what I believe I am discovering is there is nothing new, it all just comes back to 

a desire to be loved and connected.  It just looks different to us in every place and time, yet it’s 

the same.  

 

I believe the sameness of living for connectedness in community has never changed.  From the 

Hebrew texts where communities were divided up by ancestry, to early Christendom where 

people began to be divided more and more by faith beliefs seeking community, to today when 

we try so hard to hold on to the connections that may make us different than one another, and 

in the midst of it we discover in our greater community, our diversity is our strength, it’s about 

all together as one. 

 

Which brings me to realize, there’s really nothing new under the sun.  While scenarios may be 

different, life’s greatest desire behind it is to be in peaceful connection to one another.  To live 

and to love and be loved into community.  Amen.   

Peace, 
Pastor Tim 
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News from Home 

 

Saint Paul’s College Kiddos – We have five who are embarking on their freshman year at 

college!  If you wish to send a note of “Best Wishes” to Erica Arnold, Sarah Franciscus, Rachel 

Henry, Kirsten Kister, and Chloe Wegrzynowicz, please contact the church office for their 

college addresses. It would mean a lot to these young adults to hear from their church family. 

 

Community Research Project – See you tonight, August 26, at 6 p.m. for Saint Paul’s CRP 

gathering at Pier 87 in Williamsport. We will be outside under a tent for a night of food, 

fellowship, and fun.  Music begins at 7:30. 

 

Bring A Friend on September 12, 2021 - The popular “Bring a Friend Homecoming” is back!  

On Sunday, September 12, we will celebrate the return of our church year activities with a kick-

off worship service (with Chancel Choir) followed by our first pot-luck meal, main dish 

provided.  Some of the activities we will be celebrating the return of are:  Bell, Chancel, and 

Children’s Choirs; Christian Formation Gatherings on Wednesday evenings, including 

dinner; Monday Morning Preacher; Sunday Morning Adult Gathering; and a full slate of Fall 

activities (see upcoming activities list here and on our website calendar) and mission events. 

 

It’s Time for Choir at Saint Paul’s! - The choirs at Saint Paul’s are open to anyone; no audition 

required! Do you have to read music? NO! Do you have to be there every Sunday? NO! 

(Although, dedication and commitment are very important. As Pastor Tim often says, “we are 

not the same without you!” Once you give it a try, you’re going to want to be there as often as 

you can because we have a good time!  We are looking for people that love God and want to use 

their gifts and talents to worship Him…give us a try!  Any questions, talk with Russ Wynn. 

 

Chancel Choir – Sings most Sundays in worship, and special services September - June. Open 

to anyone teenage through Senior Citizens. Rehearses Sunday mornings at 8:50 am – 10:00am. 

Begins rehearsals Sept. 5. Begin singing in worship Sept. 12. 

 

Bell Choir – Plays once a month and at special times throughout the year. Rehearsal time is yet 

to be determined – but stay tuned!! We are currently refurbishing our bells, and it will be like a 

new set when they are finished. Check out our “Adopt-a-Bell” fund raiser starting today! 

(Sponsor a bell(s) for $100 dollars a bell! We have 37 bells in need of “adoption” More details on 

Sunday during worship.) 

 

Children’s Choir – This is for our young ones age 5 – 12. If your child can not read yet, we are 

asking an adult attend with them to help out and learn with them! They will rehearse Sunday 

morning’s at 10:00 – 10:15 starting October 3. They will generally sing the third Sunday of each 

month and special Sundays throughout the year. 
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COVID-19 Protocol - In the ever-changing environment of the Covid-19 Pandemic we 

continue to suggest the following precautions at this time:   

 

1. Please do not attend worship or any church events if you are feeling ill.   

2. Advise Pastor Tim or contact the church office should you need anything. 

3. While ~ 90% or more of our adults in the congregation are vaccinated, we would ask 

that if you are not vaccinated, that you please mask.  If you are vaccinated and would 

be more comfortable wearing a mask, you are encouraged to as well. 

4. Sanitize often and please be respectful of one another’s personal space.   

 

Thank you for your continued cooperation as we strive to balance the normality of church-

based events and keeping everyone safe.  Be good, be kind, and as always let’s be the church.   
 

Peace, Pastor Tim and Your Saint Paul’s Consistory 

 

Mission and Outreach News 

 

Thank you for your response to the needs of our food pantry – If you are still interested in 

participating in this mission for our community, please see the list of items below that are always 

in need.  On Sunday mornings, you may place your items in the little red wagon in the Narthex.  

 

 Canned Green Beans  Canned Mixed Vegetables 

 Cooking Oils/Spray   Crackers (saltines, club, goldfish, etc.) 

 Instant Mashed Potatoes  Meals in a Box, i.e. Hamburger / Tuna Helper 

 Peanut Butter   Shelf Stable Powdered Milk 

 Breakfast Cereals   Condiments & Pickles 

 

If you would prefer you can also purchase and drop in the offering plate or by the church office, 

gift cards for Giant, Walmart or Weis in the amount of $10, $15, or $20 if you choose.    All help 

is appreciated in this way to give back in our community. 
 

Worship and Faith Formation News 
 
A word of “thanks” to our own Shelley Peterson for accompanying and leading us in worship 
Sunday, August 22, through her music during Russ and Mike’s absence.  We are certainly 
blessed by the gifts of all those in this faith community. 
 
Sunday Morning Christian Formation Gatherings… Begin Sunday, September 12 
Monday Morning Preacher… Begins Monday, September 13 
A New Theology Book Study “The Difficult Words of Jesus” Coming Soon 
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Just a reminder if you are unable to join us in person or LIVE online on Sunday morning, replay 
of services are always available via YouTube or Facebook.  Links are on our website homepage. 
https://www.spuccwm.org/ or here: 
 
Saint Paul’s Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulswestmilton  
Saint Paul’s YouTube Channel:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx534qz98pw4lEcpsJznLnw 
 

Upcoming Sunday Worship 

LIVE stream and In Person @ 1125 Mahoning Street, Milton 

 

August 29, 2021     September 5, 2021 

14th Sunday Following Pentecost  15th Sunday Following Pentecost 

“Tradition!”      “It’s Gonna Take More Than That” 

James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-8    James 2:1-10, 14-17; Mark 7:24-37 

Lector: Autumn Faust    Lector: Cyndy Kister 

Flower Sponsor:  The Leeser Children  Flower Sponsor: Available 

Offering Counter: D. Bettleyon; D. Spear  Offering Counter: S. Brown; D. Spear 

 

August Worship Leader:  Polly Barrall  September Worship Leader:  Niki Weber 

August Usher Team: 

Barb & Dave Wagner, Sue Mahon; Amy Snider (Sign In), Earl Fisher (Alternate) 

September Usher Team: 

Steve & Robin Brown, Richard & Amy Armstrong, DeAnn Hansum (Sign In) 

 

This Week at Saint Paul’s 
 

Thurs., Aug. 26  10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Church Office open  

  3:00 to 5:00 Fresh Express Food Distribution at 1125 Mahoning 

  Community Research Project at Pier 87 Williamsport 6 p.m.  

     

Fri., Aug. 27  Happy Birthday Jen Arnold 

  10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Church Office open 

 

Sat., Aug. 28  Happy Anniversary Heath and DeAnn Hansum 

   

Sun., Aug. 29  Happy Birthday Evan Armstrong 

  Happy Birthday Deb Bogart 

  10:30 a.m. Worship   

 

Mon., Aug. 30  Happy Birthday Arlene Belford 

  Happy Birthday Dottie Leeser 

  10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Church Office open  

 

https://www.spuccwm.org/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulswestmilton
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx534qz98pw4lEcpsJznLnw
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Tues., Aug. 31  Happy Birthday Sadie Faust 

  Happy Birthday Nate Reid 

  10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Church Office open 

       

Wed., Sept. 1  Happy Birthday John Houtz 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Church Office open 

 

If You Like to Plan 
Here are some upcoming events to add to your calendar 

 

Sunday, September 5 – Communion; Honoring First Responders, Medical and Healthcare Workers 

Thursday, September 9 – Fresh Express Food Distribution 3 to 5 p.m. 

Sunday, September 12 – Sunday Morning Christian Formation 9:15 a.m. 

Sunday, September 12 – Homecoming Bring a Friend Sunday and All Church Potluck 

Monday, September 13 – Monday Morning Preacher 10:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, September 15 – Friends Who Breakfast at Street of Shops 9:30 a.m. 

Saturday, September 18 – Harvest Festival Parade 1 p.m. (SPUCC Float) 

Sunday, September 19 – Blessing of the Pets 5 p.m. (Pavilion) 

Tuesday, September 21 – Consistory Meeting 6 p.m. 

Thursday, September 23 – Fresh Express Food Distribution 3 to 5 p.m. 

Saturday, September 25 – S’mores and a Movie 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, September 29 – Red Cross Bloodmobile 1 to 6 p.m. 

 

Sunday, October 3 – Children’s Choir Rehearsal Begins 10 a.m. 

Sunday, October 3 – Hayride and Hotdogs at Ard’s Farm Market 4 p.m. 

Sunday, October 10 – Community Dinner at 5 p.m. at 1125 Mahoning 

Saturday, October 23 – Pumpkin Patch / Trunk and Treat 

 

Saturday, November 6 – Annual Soup and Bake Sale 

Sunday, November 7 – All Saint’s Day 

Sunday, November 28 – First Sunday of Advent; Re-Creation Concert at 7 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, December 1 – Red Cross Bloodmobile 1 to 6 p.m. 

Sunday, December 5 – Community Dinner at 5 p.m. at 1125 Mahoning 

 

Visit the Saint Paul’s website calendar at:  https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar 

https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar

