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Dear Faith Family, 

Who is Jesus to you?   

I recently received my copy of “Christianity Today” 
where Timothy Dalrymple, its president and CEO, 
published an article in which he shared about how, at 
one time, he could talk about Jesus in all kinds of 
ways: Christ, the Son of God, the Second person of the 
Trinity, the lineage of Jesus – all kinds of intellectual 
ways to talk about Jesus, he said.  And it reminded me 
and got me to thinking, in the church especially, I 
think we talk often about Jesus, who Jesus was, what 
Jesus did, how Jesus lived, what lessons Jesus taught, 
all very good and rightly so, however I have this 
nagging thought lately, about who is Jesus to us 
personally.  This question occurs to me over and over 
again: “Who is Jesus to you?”  

This past Sunday, I shared a story from “Mere 
Christianity” by C.S. Lewis.  In Lewis’ writings, he 
was talking about some often-used Christian 
phraseology: ‘being born again’; ‘putting on Christ’; 
about Christ ‘being formed in us’; and about our 
coming to ‘have the mind of Christ’ (something I 
don’t believe we can only attempt to achieve here in 
this life).  He goes on to share that, while these may 
sound like fancy ways of saying that Christians are to 
read what Christ said and try to carry it out – just as 
we may read what Plato or Marx said and try to carry 
it out, these phrases, can and should be so much more.   

Lewis went on to say, and this is the part that I love, 
“These phrases (should) mean so much more…they 
(he believed) meant that a real Person, Christ, here 
and now, in that very room where you are saying 
your prayers, is doing things to you, (is becoming a 
part of you).  It is not a question of a good man who 
died two thousand years ago.  It is a living Man, still 
as much a person as you (and me)…really coming and 
interfering with your very self, taking the old self you 
are and replacing it with the kind of self-Jesus is.  
Maybe at first only for moments.  Then for longer 
periods.  Finally, if all goes well, turning you 
permanently into a different sort of thing, into a new 

little Christ.”  He doesn’t say we won’t make mistakes 
and won’t have to keep trying, however, I believe 
speaks to us beginning to understand more and more, 
who Christ is in and through us. 

What?  Now that makes me think about the Christian 
phraseology a bit different.  But again, I ask, “Who is 
Jesus to you?”  I believe C.S. Lewis was talking about 
becoming as Christ, and I believe Mr. Dalrymple was 
speaking of a relationship much deeper than 
intellectual knowledge of who Christ was and is.  Mr. 
Dalrymple goes on to say that a friend of his returned 
from a retreat and began talking about Jesus as if he 
was there with them, his friend, his companion, a 
living being, present.  He said, with all my intellectual 
knowledge and degrees, this thought of Jesus being 
with me in the here and now, completely changed my 
faith. 

As I have been thinking about this way of looking at 
Jesus, alive in us, with us, I have thought, “Well yes, 
that is it, that’s our life’s goal, Jesus a living, breathing, 
being within us.” I can agree with that, but then, who 
do we say Jesus is?   

So often in my formative years I heard about an 
ethereal Jesus, one who was ‘apart from’ not ‘a part 
of.’  The more I mature, the more I find I need Jesus to 
be a part of my everyday living, the more co-
dependent upon Jesus I am needing to become. I 
know that somedays I do ok and others, well I may 
fail miserably.  Yet, if Jesus is a part of me, right here, 
present, then I am even more encouraged to pick 
myself up and try again and give thanks for the grace 
given to me.  I guess I am saying I need Jesus to 
become my closest dearest friend, and I’m the only 
one that can make that happen. 

A lot about the phraseology of who Jesus is, who we 
have allowed others to make Him out to be, needs to 
be relearned and rediscovered in a way in which only 
we ourselves can do individually.  And my 
responsibility as a Pastor and our responsibility as a 
church is to allow a safe space where all that can 
happen, and a witness in to how we allow it to 
happen. 

What about you?  Who do you say Jesus is to you?   

Peace, Pastor Tim 

Powered by Grace and Coffee 
                                          Pastor Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 

 



 

 

 
 
Chris & Jen Arnold Freta Leech 
Polly Barrall Brenda Lepley 
Linda Beaver Katy Mahon 
Dick Beck Mike McCollum 
Family of Nancy Cochran Kasey Milheim 
Jerry Deweese Cindy Mohr 
Gail Earnest Sherry Santos 
Greyson Greenawalt Glenda & Jon Skarie 
Nancy Hunsinger Wayne & Nancy Stahl 
Kiana Kautz Nancy Stahlnecker 
Tina Keiser Wynn-Haven Family 
Priscilla & Tom Lanks Unspoken Requests 

Prayer requests are updated weekly from our 
Prayers & Love Facebook page and phone calls. 

 
 
 
 

Saint Paul’s Fresh Express Food Distribution is a 

year-round program providing nutritious food to 

our neighbors in need.  Partnering with the Central 

PA Food Bank and initially with St. John’s UCC 

church, we are entering our seventh year of this 

important mission and ministry.  An amazing 

group of volunteers led by Al Henry, Earl Fisher, 

and Beth Vincent, it’s a joy each 2nd and 4th 

Thursday of the month as we gather to unload the 

truck of nutritious groceries, organize and pack it 

up for each family, and then distribute with a smile 

to our 110+ families as they drive-though the 

church parking lot. 

 

Each July starts a new fiscal year for the program 

and requires re-registration by each family as well 

as needed training by our volunteers.  If you are a 

seasoned Fresh Express volunteer or want to hop 

on as we start the new year, the training can be 

found at this link:  https://tinyurl.com/yc3yeyc3 

It’s a 20-minute recorded webinar, and you can 

complete it on your own time along with 

completing a self-certification form and turning it 

into the church office to retain with our files.  

Copies of the form are available at the church or 

you can email Donna to receive it electronically. 

The next Fresh Express Food Distribution is on 

Thursday, July 14, from 1 to 5 p.m.  Hope to see you 

there! 

We continue to collect gas cards to Sheetz and 

Sunoco, as it supports members and friends in the 

community who may need a helping hand.  Drop 

in the offering plate on Sunday morning or in the 

church office throughout the week. 

 

Opportunities to volunteer: 

Fresh Express Food Distribution 

Thursday, July 14 & 28   1-5 p.m. 

(Info Contact:  Earl Fisher, Al Henry, Beth Vincent) 

 

Sharing Our Tables Community Meal 

Sunday, July 10, from 4 to 5 p.m.   

(Info Contact:  Shelley Sholley, Floyd Merritt) 

 

Saint Paul’s “Go Greg Festival” … Many of you 

may know Gregory Fleck, our dear friend who 

graciously helps distribute food to our guests on 

Fresh Express Days here at Saint Paul’s.  Well, a 

place near and dear to Gregory’s heart is St. Joseph 

Center, which strives to provide individuals and 

families who have special needs the opportunity to 

develop their abilities and potential to the fullest 

extent possible.  On Sunday, July 24, Saint Paul’s 

is holding a “Go Greg Festival” from noon to 3 

p.m. complete with food, games, special music 

and entertainment, raffles, and more.  All 

proceeds will be donated to St. Joe’s in honor of our 

friend, Gregory. 

 

 

 

Property Updates 

 

- 433 High Street is on the market for sale and has 

had a few showings already. 

- All properties on the market are being reviewed 

as they come on the market. 

- Considerations are being narrowed down and 

prioritized by the Consistory. 

- Recommendations will be shared with the 

membership and a final purchase decision will 

come before the membership for a vote. 

- Should you have questions about the process or 

progress, please speak with a member of the 

Consistory or Leadership Team. 

Would You Join Us in Praying For… 

Mission News & Opportunities 

Time, Talents & Opportunities 

https://tinyurl.com/yc3yeyc3


 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 2022! 

There’s something for 

everyone! – adults without 

children, you are needed too! 

What do you get when you 

mix: Dinner, Crafts, Music, 

Stories, Activities, and Snacks?  

Why this year’s Vacation Bible 

School of course.  Colleen 

Franciscus will once again lead our 2022 ReNEW 

themed Vacation Bible School as children ages 3 

through Grade 5 completion are welcomed August 

1 through August 5 with August 7 slated as our VBS 

celebration!   

Each evening begins with dinner starting at 5:15 

and then on to singing, activities, stories, crafts, and 

even a snack, all based around this year’s theme 

ReNEW: “The Green VBS,” where our children will 

be able to:  

• Explore God’s Word through Jesus’ Parable 

of the Sower. 

• Learn about God’s creation and what we can 

do to care for it. 

• Grow in our faith. 

• Change the world. 

• Make new friends and have a great time!   

To sign your child / children up for VBS please visit 

our website and follow the sign-up link on the 

home page at: www.spuccwm.org   

 

Our VBS Leaders are all vetted with clearances and 

have experience in children’s ministry and 

leadership.  This year’s leaders include: 

Colleen Franciscus, Director 

Shelley Peterson, Music Leader 

Activity Leader(s), TBA 

Diane Bettleyon, Dinner and Snack Leader 

Additionally, we need 3 volunteers for the kitchen, 

one or two outdoor activity leaders, volunteers for: 

classroom assistants, outdoor activities, and maybe 

a few clean up volunteers.  Colleen has set up a 

volunteer sign-up sheet via “Sign-up Genius.”  To 

volunteer, scan the QR code below or click: 

https://tinyurl.com/44776xx8 

  

Here’s some crazy people from VBS 2021.  Won’t you 

join us in creating a “crazy people” picture in 2022. 

 

Saint Paul’s Christian Exploration opportunities: 

Children’s Church & Nursery - Each Sunday 

Morning 

(Info Contact:  Colleen Franciscus) 

Youth & Family Gathering - 2nd and 4th Sundays  

(Info Contact:  Pastor Tim & Colleen Franciscus) 

Saint Paul’s Vacation Bible School! 

August 1-5, 5:15 to 7:15 p.m. Celebration on August 

7! 

Children’s Choir - Returns Sept. 11 

(Info Contact:  Russ Wynn & Sharon Styer 

Chancel Choir - Returns Sept. 4  

(Info Contact:  Russ Wynn & Sharon Styer) 

Sunday Morning Jump Start – Returns Sept. 4  

First look at the day’s scripture.  

(Info Contact:  Dane Santos & Floyd Merritt) 

Monday Morning Reflections – Returns Sept. 12 

One last look at Sunday’s text. 

(Info Contact:  Pastor Tim) 

Wednesday Bible Study – Returns Sept. 7  

Parlor (Info Contact:  Pastor Tim) 

 

Cookies, Pretzels, Tea, and Lemonade...oh my.  

Would you like to sign up to help with our very 

popular, before church Coffee Hour and after 

church Portico Gatherings?  Check with Diane 

Bettleyon to see what may be needed or grab the 

sign-up sheet by the coffee hour table and sign up 

to help supply Cookies and Pretzels for the 

Summer fellowship times.  It’s a great way and 

time to get to know others and grab a refreshing 

beverage or snack while you fellowship together. 

Exploration News & Opportunities 

http://www.spuccwm.org/
https://tinyurl.com/44776xx8


 

 

 

 

Giving of Time, Talents and Offerings: 

To all who offer their time, talents and gifts to create 

this community, our special thanks!  It is good 

always and everywhere to give thanks to God.  

 

Gifts & Offerings June July 3, 2022: 

Attendance In Person:  99 (9 visitors) 

Attendance on LIVE: 225 

Virtual Reach:  3,723 

Plate Giving  $   1,660.00 

Loose Plate  $        82.00 

Online Giving $      292.93 

Operational Total $   2,034.93 

Restricted Giving $   4,198.41 

Total Giving  $   6.233.34 

 

Did you know… In addition to serving groceries to 

110+ families twice a month, operating an 

emergency food pantry, and hosting a bi-monthly 

community meal feeding over 250 people, you, 

Saint Paul’s, provide over $1,000 a month for 

community mission needs. Thank you! 

 

July 10, 2022 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

“Which Kind Are We?” 

Colossians 1:1-14; Luke 10:25-37 

Lector:  Sue Overdorf 

Acolyte:  Piper Wolfe 

Flowers:  Sue Overdorf 

Offering Counter:  E. Fisher; D. Spear 

 

July 17, 2022 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

“Busy, Busy, Busy” 

Colossians 1:15-28; Luke 10-38-42 

Lector:  Cory Mahon 

Acolyte:  Charley Jo Kister 

Flowers:  Available 

Offering Counter:  D. Bettleyon; S. Brown 

 

July Worship Leader:  Drew Faust 

July Usher Team:  Steve & Robin Brown, Richard & 

Amy Armstrong, Amy Mahon, Sue Mahon, George 

Mull 

 

 

 

Wishing Happy Birthdays to … 

 

July 8 –Isaiah Franciscus 

July 8 –Alyiah Helwig 

July 9 –Tina Stahl 

July 14 –Amy Mahon 

July 14 –Nikole Eveland 

July 18 –Aidan Rice 

July 19 –Autumn Faust 

July 20 –Sharon Fisher 

July 20 –David Reid 

July 26 – Mike Haven 

July 26 – Al Henry 

July 28 – Bryleigh Gill 

July 28 – Jeff Noll 

July 29 – Carol Engle 

July 29 – Floyd Merritt 

 

And a Happy Anniversary to … 

 

July 26 – Brent and Mallory Sample 

 

Join your Saint Paul’s family this summer as 

there is something for everyone!  You are 

welcome here! 
Sun., Jul. 10 Community Meal 4-5 pm 

Sun., Jul. 10 Youth & Family @Knoebels 4pm 

Thurs., Jul. 14 Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5 

Sun., Jul. 17 Knitting/Crocheting Ministry 2-4 pm 

Tues., Jul. 19 Consistory Meeting 6 pm 

Wed., Jul. 20 Friends Who Breakfast 9:30am 

Sun., Jul. 24 "Go Greg" Festival noon-3pm 

Sun., Jul. 24 Youth & Family Gathering 5pm 

Thurs., Jul. 28 Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5 

Mon., Aug. 1 Vacation Bible School Starts 5:15pm 

Wed., Aug. 3 Red Cross Bloodmobile & Canteen 1-6 

Thurs., Aug. 4 Sight & Sound "David" Bus Trip 

Sun., Aug. 7 Vacation Bible School Celebration 

Thurs., Aug. 11 Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5 

Sun., Aug. 14 Crosscutters Baseball Game 4pm 

Tues., Aug. 16 Consistory Meeting 6pm 

Sun., Aug. 21 Teacher Appreciation Luncheon 

Thurs., Aug. 25 Fresh Express Food Distribution 1-5 

Sun., Aug. 28 Youth & Family Gathering 5 pm 

For all event locations, times, and descriptions visit: 

https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar 

Saint Paul’s Celebrations Stewardship & Upcoming Worship 

https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar

