
 
 

September 8, 2021     “What happens here doesn’t stay here…” 

 

“Life Giving Community” 
Pastor Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 

 

Dear Church Family,  

 

It’s a great time to be in community, especially at Saint 

Paul’s (and, yes, I know I’m a little biased)! 

 

I love what I do, it’s my passion, being a pastor, walking 

life’s journeys.  I shared a meme the other week that said 

“seminary was like culinary school, you learned basics, some 

intriguing things about the ingredients, and when it was over you could put together a fairly decent meal.  

However, the pastorate is like a daily episode of the show “Chopped,” you don’t know what ingredients 

you will have when you start the day, there are those on the sidelines watching every move to comment 

on or judge you and your progress, and occasionally something blows up.”  I laughed out loud and I 

think many of my peers laughed and shared the meme.  We laughed because it is often reality.  

Our passion drives what we do, and the Holy Spirit sustains us. 

 

I typically put hours into planning worship, and am thankful to a great team of support that 

helps us all provide the best possible worship space and experience we can every week.  From 

the music and children’s moments, the sound and video, to the administrative support, which 

all allow me to focus much-needed time of discernment for the message and where I feel led by 

God, and help create safe space for all who are able to be with us on any given Sunday or for 

any of the events of the church.  It’s driven by passion. 

 

And yet, sometimes people continue to remind me that things at church aren’t a priority for 

everyone – “you know, the way they are for you.”  For me, it’s passion.  It’s a desire for others 

to know the peace and joy that can come from being in community with a faith family!  And it 

goes beyond my passion, it’s scriptural, and it goes deep into hope that connections will be made 

that last a lifetime, that people will know they are never ever alone, there is family for them who 
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do not judge nor need comment, that we just need a place where we can all be, worship together, 

fellowship together, have some fun together, and journey together, home for whomever walks 

through our doors.  And I pray it’s contagious.  I pray so, because this is what I believe Christ 

called us into, how we connect with God and the Holy, deeper than any team sport, social club, 

escape, or “me time” can offer.  It’s a connection to the Holy through community!  It’s coming 

to God through the work of Christ we follow.  I know the feeling of peace that comes from it 

first hand and I know all who experience it will know too, if they but allow themselves the 

experience.   There’s a place…   

 

A year ago, we were wandering around a bit in a daze, missing one another’s presence in 

worship and missing our preparation for fall events. However, what we were doing was what I 

believe to be the best act of loving our neighbors we could for the time.  We stayed home, joined 

church live, online, and we offered our prayers and safely supported our neighbors and 

community the best we possibly could.  We wondered when we could return to activities and 

when we could gather with our church family again.  Maybe Christmas?  No one was sure, and 

it wouldn’t be until six months later before we could begin to return safely.   

 

Well, here we are, 18 months from the start of our pandemic way of activity and we are returning 

to some normalcy, thanks to you and all of your preparedness and caring for neighbor through 

your vaccinations and precautions. 

 

This Sunday, we kick-off Saint Paul’s Fall Season with our Homecoming/Bring-a-Friend 

Sunday.  The Nursery will open at 8:45 a.m.; we will have Chancel Choir practice at 8:50 a.m.; 

Adult Sunday School at 9:15 a.m.; Worship at 10:30 a.m. (with our Chancel Choir back!); 

followed by a pot-luck (main course of fried chicken provided), and a time of fellowship, food 

and some laughter, too.   

 

Then, the coming week, we will we will resume, Monday Morning Preacher at 10:30 a.m. in the 

Parlor; Wednesday evening Theology with Pastor Tim in the Parlor, and then a full weekend of 

items starting with the Harvest Festival Choir on Friday (with our own Russ Wynn as co-

Director and members of our own choir singing); on Saturday, September 18, Saint Paul’s will 

have a presence in the Harvest Festival parade (walkers needed trek the parade route, offering 

candy and other goodies); and on Sunday, September 19, Blessing of the Pets at 5 p.m. in the 

Outdoor Pavilion at 1125, Children, Youth, and Family Dinner at 5:30, followed by lessons and 

activities for all ages! 

 

And it doesn’t stop there…  

 

In October: we celebrate four baptisms, an outdoor movie with s’mores, we have a Community Meal, a 

hayride, the Community Pumpkin Patch, Trunk or Treat, and Fresh Express Food Distribution the second 

and fourth Thursdays of the month.  
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In November we celebrate All-Saints Sunday, Saint Paul’s Annual Soup and Bake Sale, Annual 

Thanksgiving Potluck, Children and Youth Sunday, and Hanging of the Greens.  And this year, 

a season of Sunday evening Advent Concerts, including Re-Creation on November 28 to kick-

off the series. 

 

In December, we continue the Advent Sunday evening concert series, we gather for the Annual 

Christmas Pageant and Family Christmas Dinner as well, we will offer another Community 

Meal, and have Christmas eve services planned again for 4:30 p.m. Family Communion and 

Candlelight Service and at 10:15 p.m. Music, Candlelight and Communion. 

 

None of this happens by one or two people working on it though…it all takes a community, 

pitching in and helping to make it all possible.  So, I ask you to prayerfully consider where you 

want to plug-in!  We would love to have you help on any of the events coming up!  Just call the 

office and let Donna know how you want to help.  

 

Paul reminds the communities of followers over and over that community is life-giving—and 

essential to following Christ. Scripture says that's because we're better together than we are 

alone (Romans 12:4–5).  So, I hope to see you every chance we can be together.  I hope you invite 

others to join you and help us all make radical welcome, radical love, radical hospitality the way 

of life.  For, there is a place at the table for all at Saint Paul’s.  Help us spread the word. 

 

Peace, 
Pastor Tim 

In Our Daily Prayers 

Linda Beaver 

Family of Ruth Berguson 

Dick and Diane Bettleyon 

Hattie Bowersox 

Beth Brown 

The Dorman Family 

Gail Earnest 

Travis Everly 

Ron Farrall and Family 

Gladys Fawcett 

Greyson Greenawalt 

Steve Harding 

Mya, Ruth, and Al Henry 

Myrtle Hogan 

Mina Hoover 

Kiana Kautz 

Mary Rose Knelly  

Bob and Barb Koch 

Tina Kuhns 

Tom and Priscilla Lanks 

Lane and Toevs Families 

Cindy Lloyd 

Katy Mahon 

John and Maureen Marsala 

Cindy Mohr 

The O’Neill Family 

Raquel Prager 

Jane Scurfield 

Alecia Snyder 

The Zeager Family
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News from Home 

 

Connect with our College Kiddos 

Six of our Saint Paul’s family have started their freshman year at college!  

If you wish to send a note of “Best Wishes” to Erica Arnold, Kyler 

Crawford, Sarah Franciscus, Rachel Henry, Kirsten Kister, and Chloe 

Wegrzynowicz, please contact the church office for their college 

addresses. It would mean a lot to these young adults to hear from their 

church family. 

 

September 12 is Homecoming Sunday 

We celebrate the return of our church year 

activities with a kick-off worship service (with 

Chancel Choir) followed by our first pot-luck 

meal, main dish of fried chicken is provided.  

Please bring a side dish to share! 

 

We celebrate the return of Bell, Chancel, and 

Children’s Choirs; Fall Bible Book Study, “The 

Difficult Words of Jesus”; Children, Youth, and 

Families Christian Formation Gatherings 

beginning September 19 at 5:30 (including 

dinner) and each third Sunday of the month; 

Monday Morning Preacher; Sunday Morning 

Adult Gathering; and a full slate of Fall 

activities and mission events. 

 

 

Milton Harvest Festival Parade 

 

On Saturday, September 18, Saint Paul’s will be represented 

in the 45th Annual Milton Harvest Festival Parade.  This 

year’s theme is Harvesting Milton’s Talents.  A “float on a 

truck” is being constructed, candy and bracelets will be 

handed out, and our walkers will share their smiles and 

their love of Jesus.  Walkers and helpers are needed.  Just 

show up at the very north of Front Street at 12:30 to join the 

fun. 
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How is God Calling You? 

Here at Saint Paul’s, there are many ways to serve in community.  Whether it’s on a Sunday 

morning as a greeter or usher or lector, or on a second or fourth Thursday as a helper with our 

Fresh Express Food Distribution serving more than 100 families, or maybe you like to do the 

kitchen work and clean up for potluck and family meals, the Red Cross Bloodmobile Canteen, 

the Annual Soup and Bake Sale, or vacation bible school. Maybe you feel called to serve on a 

team project or you have a team project in mind, or you’d like to lead a faith formation 

group.  Many hands, hearts, and heads make for light, fun, and fulfilling times in our 

community of faith.  Please talk with Pastor Tim or reach out to Donna at the office to let us 

know how you would like to help and watch for our talent survey coming out soon!  It’s a great 

way to get to know others and we are stronger together in community.   

 

 

Health Care Heros 
September 5, we honored first responders, medical, and health care workers during worship.  
Thankful for all those who give so freely of themselves for others… 
 
Jennifer Arnold, Beth Azinger, Eric 
Barrall, Kathy Criswell, Autumn Faust, 
Terri Fisher, Brad Gill, Jeannette Gill, 
DeAnn Hansum, Heath Hansum, 
Britney Kister, Nicole Kister, Kay 
Korpics, Jessica Mathias, Carol Oberlin, 
Shaddon Rice, Dr. Jane Rowe, Niki 
Weber, Dr. Barclay Wilson, Turbot 
Township Fire and Ambulance Team, 
Milton State Police 

 

 

 

Choir at Saint Paul’s 

Open to all teenagers to senior citizens who love God and want to use their gifts and talents to 

worship Him and … no audition is required!  Chancel Choir sings most Sundays in worship 

and special services from September to June. Rehearsals are Sunday mornings at 8:50. Bell Choir 

plays once a month and at special times throughout the year. Rehearsal time is yet to be 

determined, but stay tuned! We are currently refurbishing our bells, and it will be like a new set 

when they are finished.  Children’s Choir is for our young ones from age 5 to 12. If your child 

cannot read yet, we are requesting an adult attend with them to help out and learn with them! 

Children will rehearse Sunday morning’s at 10:00 starting October 3. They will generally sing 

the third Sunday of each month and special Sundays throughout the year. 
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COVID-19 Protocol 

We continue to suggest the following COVID 19 Pandemic precautions at this time: 

1. Please do not attend worship or any church events if you are feeling ill.   

2. Advise Pastor Tim or contact the church office should you need anything. 

3. While ,  90% or more of our adults in the congregation are vaccinated, we would ask 

that if you are not vaccinated, that you please mask.  If you are vaccinated and would 

be more comfortable wearing a mask, you are encouraged to as well. 

4. Sanitize often and please be respectful of one another’s personal space.   

Thank you for your continued cooperation as we strive to balance the normality of church-

based events and keeping everyone safe.  Be good, be kind, and as always let’s be the church.   
 

Peace, Pastor Tim and Your Saint Paul’s Consistory 

 
Mission and Outreach News 

 

Meeting the Needs of Our Community 

We thank you for your continued donations of shelf stable items for our pantry!  As needs 

continue, you can also purchase and drop in the offering plate or by the church office, gift cards 

for Walmart, Giant, or Weis in the amount of $10, $15, or $20.  All help is appreciated in this way 

to give back in our community. 

 

Fresh Express 

A little rain on Fresh Express Food Distribution day 

this week didn’t keep us from smiling.  We just 

pivoted and pulled the operation fully under the 

covered walkway.  Thank you to our amazing and 

faithful team who help to feed over 100 families 

across the region twice a month.  The next FE is 

Thursday, September 23.  Volunteers are welcome 

and appreciated and have a great time serving in 

this way! 

 

 

Worship and Faith Formation News 
 
Saint Paul’s Faith Formation Gatherings 
Sunday Morning Christian Formation Gathering meets each Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m.  
Come explore the Word with your Saint Paul’s family.  Monday Morning Preacher is on, yes, 
Monday mornings at 10:30 a.m. in the parlor.  Meet with Pastor Tim and dig deep into the week’s 
scripture.  Children, Youth, and Families Christian Formation Gathering on the third Sunday 
of each month is at 5:30 p.m., starts with a light dinner, and follows with fun faith formation 
activities.  And, a new Theology Book Study “The Difficult Words of Jesus,” is coming soon. 
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Worship Options 
If you are unable to join us in person or LIVE online on Sunday morning, replay of services are 
always available via YouTube or Facebook with links on our website homepage. 
https://www.spuccwm.org/ or here: 
 
Saint Paul’s Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulswestmilton  
Saint Paul’s YouTube Channel:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx534qz98pw4lEcpsJznLnw 

 

Upcoming Sunday Worship 

LIVE stream and In Person @ 1125 Mahoning Street, Milton 

 

Upcoming Worship 

September 12, 2021     September 19, 2021 

16th Sunday Following Pentecost   17th Sunday Following Pentecost 

“Who?”      “Sobering Wisdom” 

James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38    James 3:13-4:3; Mark 9:30-37 

Worship Leader: Niki Weber   Worship Leader: Niki Weber 

Lector: Lisa Bernard     Lector: Robin Brown 

Flower Sponsor:  Sue Overdorf   Flower Sponsor: Available 

Offering Counter: L. Bennett; D. Spear  Offering Counter: R. Newton; D. Spear 

 

September Usher Team:  Steve & Robin Brown, Richard & Amy Armstrong, 

DeAnn Hansum (Sign In) 

 

This Week at Saint Paul’s 

Our church office is open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through Friday 

 

Thur., Sept. 9 Happy Birthday Donna Wynn 

  

Fri., Sept. 10 Happy Birthday Teena Keister 

 

Sat., Sept. 11 Happy Birthday Bill Bernard 

 

Sun., Sept. 12 Happy Birthday Drew Faust 

 Homecoming Invite-a-Friend to Worship 10:30 a.m. 

 Potluck Lunch following Worship Fried Chicken Provided 

     (bring a dish to share) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.spuccwm.org/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulswestmilton
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx534qz98pw4lEcpsJznLnw
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If You Like to Plan 
Visit the Saint Paul’s website calendar at:  https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar 

 

Sunday, September 12 – Sunday Morning Christian Formation 9:15 a.m. 

Sunday, September 12 – Homecoming Invite-a-Friend Sunday and All Church Potluck 

Monday, September 13 – Monday Morning Preacher 10:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, September 15 – Friends Who Breakfast at Street of Shops 9:30 a.m. 

Saturday, September 18 – Harvest Festival Parade 1 p.m. (SPUCC Float) 

Sunday, September 19 – Blessing of the Pets 5 p.m. (Pavilion) 

Tuesday, September 21 – Consistory Meeting 6 p.m. 

Thursday, September 23 – Fresh Express Food Distribution 3 to 5 p.m. 

Saturday, September 25 – S’mores and a Movie 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, September 29 – Red Cross Bloodmobile 1 to 6 p.m. 

Sunday, October 3 – World Communion Sunday / Baptism 

Sunday, October 3 – Hayride and Hotdogs 4 p.m. (Ard’s Farm Market) 

Sunday, October 10 – Baptism  

Sunday, October 10 – Community Dinner at 5 p.m. at 1125 Mahoning 

Sunday, October 17 – Children’s Choir 

Saturday, October 23 – Pumpkin Patch / Trunk or Treat 

Saturday, November 6 – Annual Soup and Bake Sale 

Sunday, November 7 – All Saint’s Day 

Sunday, November 21 – Christ the King Sunday 

Sunday, November 21 – All Church Celebration/Thanksgiving Potluck Lunch 

Saturday, November 27 – Hanging of the Greens 

Sunday, November 28 – Re-Creation Concert 7 p.m. with Dessert Reception 

Wednesday, December 1 – Red Cross Bloodmobile and Canteen 1 to 6 p.m. 

Sunday, December 5 – Community Dinner (Saint Paul’s Sponsored) 5 p.m.  

Sunday, December 5 – Advent Series Concert with Dessert Reception 7 p.m. 

Sunday, December 12 – Community Choir Concert & Dessert Reception 7 p.m. 

Sunday, December 19 – Annual Christmas Pageant and Catered Dinner 5 p.m. 

Friday, December 24 – Christmas Eve Family Worship Candlelight Communion 4:30 p.m. 

Friday, December 24 – Christmas Eve Special Music Candlelight Communion 10:30 p.m. 

 

Contact and Connect Information 
 

Church Address:   1125 Mahoning Street, Milton, PA  17847 
Church Mailing Address:  PO Box 85, West Milton, PA  17886 
Church Office Contact:  570-568-1433 / admin@spuccwm.org   
Pastoral Emergencies:  570-975-9536 (Pastor Tim’s cell)     
Pastor’s Email:   PastorTim@spuccwm.org  
Church Online Directory:  https://engage.suran.com/spuccwm  

Church Online Events Calendar: https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar  

https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar
mailto:admin@spuccwm.org
mailto:PastorTim@spuccwm.org
https://engage.suran.com/spuccwm
https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar

