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December 8, 2021 “What happens here doesn’t stay here...” 

 

“The Fifth Dimension of Advent” 
Pastor Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 

 

Dear Faith Family, 

 

We are just about smack dab in the middle of Advent with the four focuses of Advent we are 

most likely familiar with - Peace, Hope, Joy and Love.  This coming week, we will focus our 

attention on “The Joy of Joseph.”  You’ll hear more about that on Sunday, and I am excited to 

explore that with you.  However, today I want to focus on another point of the season that my 

attention has been drawn to, something typically associated with Easter, and that is Grace.  

 

We often speak of grace as a great gift from God.  It is not something we can work for, purchase, 

avoid, withhold, or deny the gift of it.  It is God’s.  And it is freely given to us one and all. 

   

So, hold that thought for a moment:  As I was thinking about things I have done wrong or wish I 

would have done differently this past year, month, week or day, I began to beat myself up with 

the should haves, wish I would haves, if only I could haves, and it hit me.  Why am I being so 

hard on myself?  I tell others often, “Don’t beat yourself up, you are a loved and beloved child of 

God.  God loves you, no matter what.”  I say it often because I want it to seep in.   

 

Then it dawned on me.  I realized sometimes the hardest thing about grace is to accept it for 

ourselves. 

 

And then I thought of how in this season we often offer an extra measure of grace for others.  

Sometimes we write-off behaviors because of the stress of the season, or the ‘busy-ness’ of the 

season, or the strain of the deadlines of the season (even if they are somewhat self-imposed) and 

we call that an extra measure of grace.  I love the way the season impacts our generosity of grace.  

It’s a bit like the Grinch’s heart, it seems to grow three sizes larger in this season.  However, that 

doesn’t always include the grace for ourselves.   
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I know, I’m preaching to the choir because I know many of you, like myself, are not as generous 

with grace with ourselves as we are with others.  As I think about grace, the hymn, “Grace, 

Greater than All our Sin,” comes to mind.  The refrain goes: 

 

“Grace, grace, God’s grace; Grace that will pardon and cleanse within; Grace, grace, 

God’s grace, grace that is greater than all our sin.” 

 

And while the verse speaks of grace flowing freely from Calvary, I am reminded that the road to 

Calvary begins at a manger, in a stable, in a barn, in Bethlehem.  And that’s what we celebrate in 

this season, the coming of the Grace-Bearer for us all and the one that bears it, loves us, 

unconditionally…something else we need to learn for ourselves.   

 

Which brings me back to my original point.  We need to have Grace for others, but we must accept 

the Grace God has for us - and not only accept it, but also practice it, yes, for ourselves.  So, in this 

season of Advent, may we remember we are preparing a way clear for God’s Grace for us all, and 

it starts with self.  I mean after all, who are we to deny a gift God has freely given us? 

 

Merry Grace born into the world season.  

 

May all your Grace-giving fulfill the hope, peace, joy, and love of your heart this season, and may 

it be our prayer for each of us, that grace may begin with me.  Amen. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Tim 

 

 
 

 

Myrtle Archer and Family 

Linda Beaver 

Peggy & Dennis Birdsall 

Gail Earnest 

Ron Farrell & Family 

Gladys Fawcett 

Greyson Greenawalt 

Steve Harding 

Mya, Ruth, and Al Henry 

Myrtle Hogan 

Isabel Hummell 

Kiana Kautz 

Katy Mahon 

Cindy Mohr 

Raquel Prager 

Jane Scurfield 

Jon Skarie 

The Swanger Family 

Everly Travis & her parents 

The Vincent Family 

Michael Haven & Russ Wynn, Jr. 

Donna & Russ Wynn, Sr. 

Unspoken Requests

Updates to the prayer list are made weekly from phone calls and Prayers and Love. 

Names without updates are removed monthly. 
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Love Was Born a King – This Sunday, December 12, The Milton 

Community Choir presents "Love Was Born a King" - Bringing 

Hope for the Hopeless & Strength for the Broken with two 

performances at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. at Saint Paul’s United Church of 

Christ, 1125 Mahoning Street, Milton, Pa. This event is free to the 

public. "Love Was Born a King" was created by Joel Lindsey and 

Jeff Bumgardner and arranged and orchestrated by Daniel Semsen.  

 

You will not want to miss this amazing message of hope for the 

season! 

 

 

 

Poinsettias – Order deadline is Sunday, December 12.  Choose red or white and the cost is $10 per 

plant.   Order online via our website or link here:  https://forms.gle/qLecd9pVDiTMd7Zw8.  You may 

also contact Donna in the church office (570) 568-1433.  Make checks payable to SPUCC or pay online 

using our secure Engage online giving option using the “flowers” giving fund. 

 

Altar Flowers for 2022 – If you would like to reserve a Sunday in 2022 to provide altar flowers in 

memory, honor, or celebration of a loved one, you can schedule dates by calling the church office at 

570-568-1433 or by using the online form on the homepage of the church website. Make checks payable 

to SPUCC or pay online using our secure Engage online giving option using the “flowers” giving fund.  

Please note that the cost of altar flowers in 2022 is $50. 

 

Blue Christmas Choir – A community Blue Christmas Service—a worship service of healing & hope-- 

will be held on Wednesday, December 22, at Milton Lutheran Church, 100 Mahoning Street at 7 p.m.  

This service is provided in partnership with Saint Paul’s United Church of Christ, United in Christ 

Lutheran Church, and Milton Lutheran Church.  If you would like to be a part of a combined choir for 

this service, rehearsals begin tonight at 7 p.m. at the Milton Lutheran Church with John Warfel 

directing. 

 

Children’s Choir - Children’s choir rehearses each Sunday from 10 to 10:15 a.m. in the music room. All 

children in kindergarten through middle school are welcome! If your child cannot read yet, we request 

that an adult attend with them. The children will sing in worship December 21, and Christmas Eve 4 

p.m. service. If you have any questions, please see Russ Wynn or Sharon Styer. 

 

Church Directory – Saint Paul’s offers a secure online directory. If you do not have the capability to 

access an online directory or need assistance in setting yours up, please contact Donna in the church 

office. 

 

 

https://forms.gle/qLecd9pVDiTMd7Zw8
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COVID-19 Protocol - We continue to suggest the following COVID 19 Pandemic precautions. 

1. Please do not attend worship or any church events if you are feeling ill. 

2. Advise Pastor Tim or contact the church office should you need anything. 

3. While 90% or more of our adults in the congregation are vaccinated, we would ask that if you 

are not vaccinated, that you please mask. If you are vaccinated and would be more comfortable 

wearing a mask, you are encouraged to as well. 

4. Sanitize often and please be respectful of one another’s personal space. 

Thank you for your continued cooperation as we strive to balance the normality of church-based events 

and keeping everyone safe. Be good, be kind, and as always let’s be the church. 

 

Coming in 2022! 

Here’s a glimpse into 2022 at Saint Paul’s for your calendar and planning … 
 

January through April 2022 

 

Jan. 8 – Taking down the greens 

Jan. 9 – Youth Planning - Pizza Party – Movie Night 

Jan. 23 – All Church Annual Meeting & Luncheon 

Feb. 13 – Souper Bowl All Church Luncheon 

Feb. 27 – 2022 Spaghetti Dinner & Talent Show 

March 1 – Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper (Youth Hosted) 

March 2 – 7 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 

March 20 – An all-church Irish Luncheon 

April 17 – Sunrise Service at Central Oak Heights 

April 17 – Easter Sunday Breakfast 9:15 a.m. 

April 24 – 30-Hour Famine Youth Event 

 

Early 2022 Christian Education Opportunities 

 

Sunday Morning Sunday School – 9:15 a.m. “Head Start” for all ages 16 to 116 (Parlor) 

Sunday Morning Child Care – 10:15 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. (Nursery) 

Sunday Morning Children’s Church – during a portion of worship 

Sunday Evening Family Nights – 5 p.m. Dinner, Classes, & Events 

Monday Morning Reflections – 10 a.m. Each Monday Morning (Parlor) 

Wednesday Evening Explorations – Every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. (Parlor) 

 

Early 2022 Fellowship and Service Opportunities 

 

Bi-Weekly Fresh Express continues  

Soup for Shut-ins 

Brightening Winter Days 

Prayer Shawl Ministry – Learn, Brush up, or share your skills for our new Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Early Summer Mission Trip 

Habitat Saturday 
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Pack the Pantry - We continue to see an increase in need with the number of families we are serving. 
As supplemental help begins to wane, supplies seem to go down, and costs for groceries and household 
items increase, your help is needed more than ever. Our emergency food pantry needs include canned 
vegetables, breakfast cereal, frozen proteins, boxed meal helper, or if you are able or inclined, gift cards 
to Giant, Weis, and Walmart. For a full list of needs, check out the holder by the red wagon, stop by 
the pantry, check in with Diane Bettleyon or Dane Santos, or call the church office. Together we are 
community, neighbor helping neighbor. 
 
Fresh Express Food Distribution – Here are some December Fresh Express logistics: 
 

• For tomorrow, December 9, Fresh Express Food Distribution will be from 3 to 5 p.m. due to the 
arrival time of the truck. 

• Volunteers are always welcome.  Tomorrow’s food sorting will require additional hands. 
• Christmas week distribution will take place on Tuesday, December 21.  Stay tuned for more 

logistics and times. 
• Thank you to all who give of their time for this beautiful ministry with our neighbors. 

 

Mission and Outreach Stewardship Moment - Each week, in fact most days, brings new opportunities 

to assist our neighbors with utilities, rent, food, repairs, and some form of opportunity to serve our 

brothers and sisters.  You are so very generous and your generosity to assist others allows us to be able 

to always say yes in some way or fashion.  Over the past 5 years now we have tithed 17% of our 

operational income out in Missions and Benevolence with 100% of what we have shared going to help 

those in need.  We are certainly on track in 2021 to do the same, thanks be to God for your generosity 

which allows us the ability to offer help in the way we do!  

 

 
 
 
 
Join Us Each Sunday in Advent as we examine how the birth of Jesus was good news of great joy for 
the Characters of Christmas.  On this Third Sunday of Advent, December 12, come as we focus on the 
Joy of Joseph.  The fourth Sunday in Advent shares the Love of the Shepherds, on December 19.  See 
you for worship each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
 
“Sunday Morning Head Start” meets Sunday morning at 9:15 in the parlor. Get a head start on 
exploring the day’s scripture reading with facilitator Dane Santos. All are welcome. No experience 
necessary. 
 
“Monday Morning Reflections” meets Monday mornings at 10:30 in the parlor. Meet with Pastor Tim 
and dig even deeper into the week’s scripture. 
 
“Wednesday Evening Exploration” meets in the parlor at 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday. Join us for the 
Advent Series, “All the Good.”  All are invited:  Come, let’s journey together as we dig into “All the 
Good.” 
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“Children’s Church” - Children’s Church, ages 3 to second grade is available. The children engage in 
sharing a lesson complimentary to the one being shared in worship today. Children’s Church begins 
immediately following the anthem and the children return for the closing hymn. The group is led by 
Colleen Franciscus and other volunteers.   
 
“Nursery” - Saint Paul’s nursery for children ages infant to two years is open. 
  

To provide a loving and caring space for families at Saint Paul’s UCC, an easy way 
to “sign up” to volunteer in this ministry is available in the link at the end of this 
article.  Nursery needs one adult and one helper each Sunday. Nursery volunteers 
must be in the nursery by 10:15. The service can be heard and seen while in the 
nursery. Children’s church needs one helper each Sunday. Helper will exit sanctuary 
with Colleen and children after children’s message/choir singing.  
 
Anyone over the age of 18 must have clearances on file with the church to work with 
children. If you need your clearances, please contact the church office. The helper for 
nursery or children’s church can be an adult or a teen (example, husband and wife 
or mother and son can sign up as volunteers in the nursery).  If you need assistance 
with attaining your clearances, please contact the church office. 
 
Click the link to review the available slots below and sign up. Thank you! 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0944a8a62ca5fd0-nurserychildrens  

 
“3rd Sunday Fun!” - Families and youth of all ages gather third Sundays of the month at 5:30 p.m. 
The evening includes dinner, fellowship, and age-appropriate lessons and crafts. Our next gathering 
is Sunday, December 19, Christmas Pageant! #seeuhere 
 

 

 

 

 

LIVE stream and In Person @ 1125 Mahoning Street, Milton 

 
December 12, 2021      December 19, 2021 
Third Sunday of Advent     Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 “The Joy of Joseph”      “The Love of the Shepherds” 
Isaiah 12:2-6; Matthew 1:18-25    Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 2:8-20    
Worship Leader:  Polly Barrall    Worship Leader:  Polly Barrall 
Lector:  Cyndy Kister     Lector:  Richard Armstrong 
Flower Sponsors:  Sue Overdorf; Pat Bender  Flower Sponsor:  Poinsettias 
Offering Counter:  D. Bettleyon; D. Spear  Offering Counter:  S. Brown; D. Spear 
 
December Usher Team:  Bill and Lisa Bernard, Rhonda Newton, Dave and Barb Wagner, Sue Mahon 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0944a8a62ca5fd0-nurserychildrens
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Our church office is open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through Friday 

The church Sanctuary is open for prayer and meditation M,T,TH-10 to 2; W-10 to 8; F-10 to noon 

 

Wed., Dec. 8 Wednesday Evening Exploration (in the parlor) 6:30 p.m. 

 

Thurs., Dec. 9 Happy Birthday Doug Hagerman 

 Fresh Express Food Distribution 3 to 5 p.m.  

 

Sat., Dec. 11 Milton Community Choir Rehearsal noon 

 Dudley and Helen Louise Vincent Memorial Service 

         2 p.m. Visitation, 3 p.m. Service at 433 High Street 

         Reception following at the Vincent Homestead 

 

Sun., Dec. 12 Happy Birthday Pat Korizno 

 Poinsettia Order Deadline - Order online https://www.spuccwm.org/  

         or call the church office)  

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 8:50 a.m. 

 Sunday Morning Head Start 9:15 a.m. 

 Children’s Choir Rehearsal 10 a.m. 

 Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 

 Milton Area Community Choir Rehearsal 2:30 p.m. 

 “Love Was Born a King” Milton Community Choir Cantata 3 and 7 p.m. 

              dessert reception following in Fellowship Hall 

 

Mon., Dec. 13 Happy Birthday Angie Bird 

 ARC of Susquehanna Valley in Youth Room 6 to 8 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 
Church Address:   1125 Mahoning Street, Milton, PA  17847 
Church Mailing Address:  PO Box 85, West Milton, PA  17886 
Church Office Contact:  570-568-1433 / admin@spuccwm.org   
Pastoral Emergencies:   570-975-9536 (Pastor Tim’s cell)     
Pastor’s Email:    PastorTim@spuccwm.org  
 
Church Online Directory:  https://engage.suran.com/spuccwm  
Church Online Events Calendar: https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar  

 

 

Visit the Saint Paul’s website calendar  

for all church events: 

https://www.spuccwm.org/  

https://www.spuccwm.org/
mailto:admin@spuccwm.org
mailto:PastorTim@spuccwm.org
https://engage.suran.com/spuccwm
https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar
https://www.spuccwm.org/
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Saint Paul’s Annual Christmas Dinner 
and Pageant - As we look forward to 
gathering around the table this year with 
friends and family, we want to extend a 
special invitation to all.  A catered ham 
dinner will be served in Fellowship Hall 
beginning at 5 p.m., Sunday, December 19.  
Following dinner, the children will present 
“An Interactive Christmas Story.” One of 
the amazing things about the Christmas 
story is that God does not act alone. For the 
story to be told, there need to be willing 
people in the story. Christmas reminds us 
that any and all of us can choose to live 
God’s way and be a part of the story. Come 
experience a small portion of the Christmas 
story and give thanks to God for the gift of 
Jesus.  And, of course, the evening would 
not be complete without a special guest. 
Invite your family, friends, and neighbors 
to join us around the table for an evening of 
food, fun, fellowship, and sharing the joy of 
the season.  


