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Dear Faith Family, 
 
They still need to eat… 
 
I read a story this week, coming out of a church 
kitchen I once knew very well.  There was a picture of 
a team - some faces I still recognized - assembling 
dinner for 225+ food insecure (aka hungry) friends 
and neighbors.  It seems dinner was on shaky ground 
that night when storms blew through the area and 
knocked-out power to a large swath of the metro area.  
The original “Plan A” dinner supplier and prep team 
could not make it because of the storm.  The food 
distributor could not supply most of the needed 
supplies for “Plan B,” so it was up to the church how 
to respond.  In beautiful ways, they jumped in and 
created “Plan C” at the last minute to help feed and 
support the community.  As the pastor put it, “Only 
the ones preparing the dinner knew it was “Plan C” 
because it went off without a hitch.  Once again, last 
evening, hundreds were fed.”  That was the goal.  
Feeding the hungry is one of the trademarks of that 
church. 
 
It's not always human nature to keep reinventing 
yourself or reinventing the ways to get something 
accomplished in trying to serve others when 
challenges arise.  I remember when the pandemic 
started.  I wondered how we would be able to serve 
our neighbors in need of food.  How do we safely 
provide food for those in need?  Is there really a need 
or is the need that severe? Can we keep everyone safe?  
Will we have enough volunteers?  Should we 
continue or postpone until it’s safe to do so? 
Conversations occurred around our own ability and 
responsibility to do so.   
 
And here we are – as of next week, we will be sharing 
food for the 68th distribution since the pandemic 
began and more than 100th distribution since Saint 
Paul’s became involved in the program.  I can 
remember conversations about when St. John’s UCC 
was closing and if we would be able to sustain the 
program in our space on the side of the hill at Saint 
Paul’s.  Yet, we pulled it off after some trial-and-error 
events.  And quite frankly, we’ve not (knock on 

wood) had an issue feeding these families - even 
when we had to go out and purchase proteins 
ourselves.  When the weather challenged us, we 
brought in pop-up tents for cover from sun or rain.  
When cold was the challenge, an outdoor heater was 
the solution.  And it never fails.  Twenty or so 
volunteers show up each time we serve, now, more 
than 120 families, a number that has just more than 
doubled since March of 2020.   
 
I share this with you this week because I am reminded 
that God can use us always, no matter the 
circumstances, no matter the challenges, or the 
obstacles, no matter what objections we can make, 
God can use us when our goal is to serve our 
neighbors.  There is always a way to make it happen.  
The focus is never on us. 
 
I read this week “if you want to be like Jesus, you can’t 
be concerned about self.”  Sure, take care of yourself 
in a way that enables you to serve others, by putting 
others’ needs first, that’s what makes us more like 
Jesus.  Serving others, making decisions based on the 
needs of others and not our own level of comfort or 
fears or ability, Jesus will always come through us if 
we but stay out of Jesus’ and our own way. 
 
As I close, I was recalling a hymn of my childhood, 
“More About Jesus Would I Know.” The lyrics: 
 

More about Jesus let me learn 
More of His Holy will discern 
Spirit of God, my teacher be 
Showing the things of Christ to me. 

 
To me, and my understanding, serving at all costs is: 
a.) never too costly and b.) makes us more like Jesus 
than anything we can do.   
 
Thank you all who serve, all volunteers, food 
suppliers, and prayerful supporters, thank you for 
helping us to be more like Jesus every day. 
 
Keep the faith my family, together, in service to 
others, we will make it through with peace and 
joyfulness.  Amen. 
 
Peace, 

Pastor Tim 
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Linda Beaver Family of Larry Mensch 
Dick Beck Kasey Milheim 
Judy Brown Cindy Mohr 
Nancy Cochran Dave Oberlin 
Gail Earnest Sherry Santos 
Greyson Greenawalt Patty Scott 
Kiana Kautz Glenda & Jon Skarie 
Priscilla & Tom Lanks Nancy Stahlnecker 
Freta Leech Kathleen Wallace 
Ray & Dottie Leeser Wynn-Haven Family 
Katy Mahon Pam Young 
Family of D. J. Mapes Unspoken Requests 

Updates are made weekly from our Prayers and Love 
Facebook Page and phone calls to the church office. 

 

 

 

You never know how a simple gesture of love may 

touch someone’s heart.  Each week, we invite you to 

reach out this week with a prayer, a note, or phone 

call to three people in our faith community.  You may 

pick up a card and addresses on Sunday morning in 

the Narthex (under the monitor announcements).  Or, 

you may find contact information in Saint Paul’s 

online directory, Engage.  A secure account is needed 

to access Engage.  If you would need assistance with 

this, please contact Donna in the church office.  This 

week, please reach out to:   
 

Olivia Hockenbrock 
Lorren Huff 

Makaila Huff 
 
 
 
 

We continue to collect gas cards to Sheetz and 

Sunoco, as it supports members and friends in the 

community who may need a helping hand.  Drop in 

the offering plate on Sunday morning or in the church 

office throughout the week. 

 

A few needed items for our Emergency Food Pantry 

this week are:  Canned or Jarred Spaghetti Sauce and 

Fruit Cups.  If you would like to donate these items, 

you may drop them off in the little red wagon in the 

Narthex on Sunday morning or during the week. 

 

Thank you always for your continuing generosity and 

for graciously being the church in our community. 

Fresh Express Food Distribution 

Thursday, June 23, 2-5 p.m. 

(Info Contact:  Earl Fisher, Al Henry, Beth Vincent) 

Sharing Our Tables Community Meal 

Sunday, July 10, from 4 to 5 p.m.   

(Info Contact:  Shelley Sholley, Floyd Merritt) 

A sign-up sheet will be available during worship on 

June 26 if you wish to help provide meal ingredients 

for the next “Sharing Our Tables” Community 

Meal.   

 
 
 

New Member Sunday!  Sunday June 26!  Join us 
as we continue to draw the circle wide.  Thinking 
about becoming an official member of Saint 
Paul’s?  Want to learn more about official 
membership, baptism, what we believe, who we 
are?  You can learn more by contacting Pastor Tim 
pastortim@spuccwm.org or (570) 568-1433 to 
schedule some time and learn more.  All are 
welcome, there’s no exclusivity, the questions are 
fairly simple and your family would be glad to 
welcome you.  Reach out now to join with others on 
June 26 at the 10:30 a.m. service. 

 

Saint Paul’s Christian Exploration opportunities: 

Children’s Church & Nursery - Each Sunday Morning 

(Info Contact:  Colleen Franciscus) 

Youth & Family Gathering - 2nd and 4th Sundays  

(Info Contact:  Pastor Tim & Colleen Franciscus) 

Children’s Choir - Returns Sept. 11 (10 a.m.) 

(Info Contact:  Russ Wynn & Sharon Styer 

Chancel Choir - Returns Sept. 4 (8:50 a.m.) 

(Info Contact:  Russ Wynn & Sharon Styer) 

Sunday Morning Head Start – Returns Sept. 4 (9:15 a.m.) 

Parlor  First look at the day’s scripture.  

(Info Contact:  Dane Santos & Floyd Merritt) 

Monday Morning Reflections - 10:30 a.m. Parlor 

One last look at Sunday’s text. 

(Info Contact:  Pastor Tim) 

Wednesday Bible Study – Returns Sept. 7 (6:05 p.m.) 

Parlor (Info Contact:  Pastor Tim) 

Save the date for Saint Paul’s Vacation Bible School! 

August 1-5, 5:15 to 7:15 p.m. Celebration on August 7! 

Would You Join Us in Praying For… 

Exploration News & Opportunities 

Mission News & Opportunities 

Reach Out & Touch 

mailto:pastortim@spuccwm.org


 

 

 

See you this weekend at Saint 

Paul’s All-Church Picnic on 

Saturday, June 18, at 4 p.m.  

Come for Chicken BBQ and 

swimming at the Gill home, 169 Woodridge Lane, 

Northumberland. Bring your family and friends and 

a side dish to share, oh, and your swimming gear! 

This is for everyone.  

 

Lemonade, Pretzels, and Conversations begins this 

Sunday, June 19, following worship under the 

portico.  Hang around for a bit, catch up with friends, 

and enjoy the beautiful summer weather.  Coffee and 

cookies will continue to be served before worship in 

Fellowship Hall. 

 

Veteran’s Parade float construction time is 

Thursday, June 23, at 6 p.m. at the church.  Come help 

build the float and have a great time with your church 

family.  Parade kicks off on Market Street 

Lewisburg, June 25, at 10 a.m. 

 

Central Oak Heights 2022 Performing Arts Series is 

underway.  Saturday, June 25, beginning at 7 p.m., a 

Mid-Penn Band Festival will feature Central PA 

Community Bands.  COH is located at 75 Heritage 

Road, West Milton.  COH also offers Music Camps for 

children grades 2-8 this month. 

 http://www.centraloakheights.org/events.html 

provides all of COH’s summer events. 

 

 

Giving of Time, Talents and Offerings: 

To all who offer their time, talents and gifts to create 

this community, our special thanks!  It is good always 

and everywhere to give thanks to God.  

 

Gifts & Offerings June 12, 2022: 

Attendance In Person:  93 (1 visitors) 

Attendance on LIVE: 330 

Virtual Reach:  1,405 

Plate Giving  $  2,077.00 

Loose Plate  $       81.00 

Online Giving              $     292.22 

Operational Total $  2.450.22 

Restricted Giving $     210.00 

Total Giving  $  2,660.22 

June 19, 2022 

Second Sunday after Pentecost 

“One” 

Galatians 3:23-29; Luke 8:26-39 

Lector:  Shelley Sholly 

Acolyte:  Charley Jo Kister 

Flowers:  Hansums & Gills 

Offering Counter:  D. Bettleyon; D. Spear 

 

June 26, 2022 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 

“We’ve Got a Decision to Make” 

Galatians 5:1, 13-25; Luke 9:51-62 

Lector:  Dane Santos 

Acolyte:  Rhett Sample 

Flowers:  Floyd Merritt 

Offering Counter:  A. Henry; D. Spear 

 

June Worship Leader:  Jen Arnold 

June Usher Team:  Bill & Lisa Bernard, Dave & Barb 

Wagner, Rhonda Newton, Sue Mahon 

 

 

 

June 16 – Happy Birthday Amy Armstrong 

June 19 – Happy Birthday Pastor Tim 

June 20 – Happy Birthday Katie Armstrong 

June 21 – Happy Birthday Niki Weber 

June 22 – Happy Birthday Sidney Spickler 

June 23 – Happy Birthday Liam Hagan 

June 28 – Happy Birthday Marianne Zeyn 

June 30 – Happy Birthday Fred Fisher 

July 2 – Happy Birthday Charley Jo Kister 

July 5 – Happy Birthday Myrtle Hogan 

July 5 – Happy Birthday Emma Kister 

July 6 – Happy Birthday Sharon Foust 

July 6 – Happy Birthday Sue Overdorf 

July 8 – Happy Birthday Isaiah Franciscus 

July 8 – Happy Birthday Alyiah Helwig 

July 9 – Happy Birthday Tina Stahl 

 

Celebrations 

Stewardship & Upcoming Worship 

Time, Talents & Opportunities 

http://www.centraloakheights.org/events.html


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join your Saint Paul’s family this summer as there is 
something for everyone!  You are welcome here! 

 

Thurs., Jun. 16 Community Research Project 

Sat., Jun. 18 Church Picnic & Swim @ the Gill’s 

Mon. Jun. 20 Church Office Closed 

Tues., Jun. 21 Consistory Meeting 

Wed., Jun. 22 Staff Meeting 

Thurs., Jun. 23 Fresh Express Food Distribution 

Thurs., Jun. 23 Float Construction 

Sat., Jun. 25 Veteran's Parade, Lewisburg 

Sat., Jun. 25 Mid-Penn Band Festival (COH) 

Sun., Jun. 26 New Member Sunday 

Sun., Jun. 26 Youth & Family Gathering 

 

Sun., Jul. 10 Community Meal 

Sun., Jul. 10 Youth & Family Gathering 

Thurs., Jul. 14 Fresh Express Food Distribution 

Sun., Jul. 17 Knitting/Crocheting Ministry 

Tues., Jul. 19 Consistory Meeting 

Wed., Jul. 20 Friends Who Breakfast 

Sun., Jul. 24 "Go Greg" Support St. Joseph Center 

Sun., Jul. 24 Youth & Family Gathering 

Thurs., Jul. 28 Fresh Express Food Distribution 

 

Mon., Aug. 1 Vacation Bible School Starts 

Wed., Aug. 3 Red Cross Bloodmobile & Canteen 

Thurs., Aug. 4 Sight & Sound "David" Bus Trip 

Sun., Aug. 7 Vacation Bible School Celebration 

Thurs., Aug. 11 Fresh Express Food Distribution 

Sun., Aug. 14 Crosscutters Baseball Game 

Tues., Aug. 16 Consistory Meeting 

Sun., Aug. 21 Teacher Appreciation Luncheon 

Thurs., Aug. 25 Fresh Express Food Distribution 

Sun., Aug. 28 Youth & Family Gathering 

 
For all event locations, times, and descriptions visit: 

https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar 

Celebrating Juneteenth.  Saint Paul’s UCC will 

observe the Juneteenth holiday on Monday, June 

20th.  On this day, our offices will be closed.  Given this 

marks our country's first national celebration as a 

Federal Holiday of Juneteenth, we wanted to take a 

moment to highlight the significance of the holiday 

and its nexus with our values of mutual respect, 

inclusion, and diversity. 

 

Juneteenth memorializes when the last enslaved 

people learned they were free, as news of the end of 

the Civil War and Emancipation Proclamation 

reached Texas. Although the Emancipation 

Proclamation was issued by President Lincoln in 

September 1862, many Texans remained enslaved 

through the end of the Civil War. 

 

On June 19, 1865, in Galveston, Texas, Major General 

Gordon Granger read General Order, No. 3 at 

locations throughout the city, which begins: “The 

people of Texas are informed that, in accordance with a 

proclamation from the Executive of the United States, all 

slaves are free.” 

 

Juneteenth has been a Texas state holiday since 1980 

and was made a federal holiday in 2021. This day 

represents the importance of freedom, the equality of 

all people, and celebrates African American culture, 

achievements, and history.  

 

In celebration and honor, Saint Paul’s will mark this 

day as a holiday and encourage you to spend some 

time volunteering in a way to always honor justice 

and freedom and respect for all. 

 

From Our Saint Paul’s Mailbox … 

 

We received a beautiful note of thanks with the 

following sentiment from the family of Gilbert “Gib” 

Bennett for hosting the memorial luncheon 

celebration. 

 

Bless you for the little things 

you do in thoughtful ways 

Bless you for the way you’ve 

brightened up so many days 

Bless you for your giving heart 

as kind as it can be 

Bless you in a thousand ways 

for truly blessing me. 

https://www.spuccwm.org/calendar

